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To THE ae 


people of my paſtoral 
Charge. 1 


1 HESE. Notes were ie Hom my Mouth. : 
in the ſhort, Hand, by one of ho Maar: 
ers, When they were delivered unto you. 

| I am ſetiſible they labour under many 

Deſects, but I am willing be put into your 

Hands in the familiar Way in which they ore 

eached to you, hoping that the Lord may, of 

E. Grace, condeſcend to bleſs them, to bring to 

your Remembrance the ſolevin Vows you are 

come under to the moſt high God, and to excite 
you to an hahitual Dependenee. upon the Grace 
that is in Chriſt Jeſus, to enable you daily to per- 

form them. I N hereto Th nt ay 8 


s E, all and every one us, though fenfible c 
J. of the very eo Unbelief of 
n Hearts, and however frequently per- 
__* plexed with Doubts and Fears anent our ac» . * 
* tual Believing; yet, deſiri to eſſay, in the 
0 Lau e, and in Obedi b 


mand, to glorify _ KG: tit 115 ”Y 
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' of Grace contained in his Covenant of Promiſe, 


and, in the Faith of his Promiſe,” to devote our- 


+ ſelves ynto the Lord in a Covenant of Duty ; 


* We do, with out Hands lifted up to the MOST 


- + HIGH GOD, hereby profeſs, and, before God, 
Angels and Men, ſolemnly declare, That, through 
the Grace of God, and according to the Meaſure 
* of his Grace given unto us, We do, with our 
whole Hearts, take hold of the LORD JESUS 


CHRIST, as the only Propitiation for our Sins; 


* his Righteouſne/5, as the only Foundation of our 
* Acceſs to and Acceptance with God; his Co- 
* venant of free and rich Promiſes; as our only 
Charter for the heavenly Inheritance; his Word 
for our perſect and only Rule of Faith and Prac- 


* tice; his SPIRIT for our alone Guide, to'lcad . 


*.us into all Truth revealed in his holy Word, 
* .unto which nothing, at any Time, is to be ad- 


|. © det, whether by new Revelations of the Spirit or 


Praditions of Men. We avouch the LORD ta 
be our GOD,” and, in the Strength of his promi - 
_ * ſed Grace, we promi/e aud ſwear, by the GREAT 


NAME OF THE LORD OUR GOD, That 
* we ſhall walk in his Way, keep his Judgments 


* and Commandments, and hearken to his Voice: 


And, particularly, that we ſhall, by the Lord's 


Grace, continue and abide in the Profeſſion, Faith 
| * and Obedience of the foreſaid true reformed Re- 
* .ligion, in Poctrine, Worſhip, Presbyterial 
* Church-Government and-Diſcipline ; and that 
we ſhall, according to our E e 
Places and Callings, contend and teſtify againſt 
all contrary Evils, Errors and Corruptians, par- 
+ ricularly, Popery, Prelaey, Deiſm, | Arianiſm, 
- * Armintaniſm;:and every Error. ſubverſive to the 


Poctrinę of Grace; as alſo [ndependeny, Latitudi. 
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* above Confeſſion of Sins. 
In like Manner, we promiſe and # ear. That, 2 
all Means which are lawful and warrantable 
us, according to the Word 7 f God, the approv. 
en and received Standards of this Church. an 
our known Princi ples, we ſhall, in our ſeveral f 
Stations and Calhn ng. endeavour the Reformati- N 
on of Religion in land and Seland in Doc- 
trine, Workin. Diſcipline and Government, IX 
cording to the Word of God; and to promote 5 
and advance our covenanted Conjunction and U- 3 
niformity in Religion, "Confeſſion of Faith and ©», 7 
Catechiſms, Form of Church - Government, 1 2 
Directory for Worlhip, as theſe were recelyed by 
this Church. 3 
And, in regard we are taught FE the Word of 
God, and bound by our Covenants, National and 11 
Solemn League, to live together in the Fear off 
God, and in Love one to another, and to encou- 
rage one another in the Work and Cauſe of the 
Lord; and that, denying all Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, rizhteouſ- 
ly and godly in this preſent World: T herefore, - 
in a Dependence on the Lord's Grace and 
Strength, We, in the ſame Manner, do promiſe © 
and ſuear that we ſhall, i in our ſeveral Places and | 
Callings, e encourage and ſtrengthen one another's Io 
Hands, in purſuing our End and Delign of this | 
our ſolemn- Oath and Covenant; and that ve 
ſnall endeavour a Life and Converſation becam- - | 
ing the Goſpel of Chriſt :' And that, in our 
ſonal Callings and particular Families, we Kos 
* ſtudy. to be good Examples to one another of. 
* Godlineſs and Righteouſneſs, and'of every Duty 
* that VE owe to TOY and, Man ; and 1 we wall 8 


on no Wen 
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not give up ourſelves to a deteſtable Indifferenco 
* and Neutrality in the Cauſe of God ; but, deny- 
* ing ourſelyes, and our own Things, we ſhall, a- 4 
dove all Things, ſeek the Honour of God, and 
the Good of his Cauſe and People; and that, 
bn ropgh 182 forſaking the Counſels of Fleſh 
and Blood, and not leaning upon carnal Confi- . 
« dences, we {hall endeavour to depend upon the 4 
Lord, to walk by the Rule of his Word, and 
to hearken to his Voice by his Servants. In 
* all which, profeſſing our own Weakneſs, we 
+ earneſtly pray to God, who is the Father of by 
+ Mercies, through his Son Jeſus Chriſt, to p 
a+ be merciful upto us, ahd to enable us, by the : 
© Power of his ho Spirit, that we may do our Du- 
6 ty, unto the Praiſes of his Grace in the Churches. 
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Isaran Xix. 18. 


Tn that Day foall froe Cities i in the Lend 
L Egypt * to the Lord of 


J. 


N the preceeding Part of this vou 
have an Account of awful Judgments de- 
nounced againſt Egype. In es this Verſs, 3 +0 
and what follows in the Ch apter, you 555 | 
have an Account of M  enkeivel tor | 
| Egypt in Goſpel-Da Egypt was en- 

lig htened by the Goſpel early "oor our Lord's A- 

— into Heaven, by * Miniſtry of ſome of 

the Preachers of the Goſpel of Chriſt : And under 

the Name of Egypt, and the Promiſes of the Grace 

of God made unto it, is kkeways included the Con- 
verſion of the Heathen and Gentile Nations in Go- 
fpel-Days, in_ thoſe very Places of the World 
where n Darkneſs hath, prevailed to the | 
eſt Height; for, by the Golpel of the Grace of 
God, the People that fat in Darkneſs fee a great 
Light, and to thoſe that were in e dep 
Band Light ſprings up. _ 

In theſe. Words, then, we may remark theſe | 

few Things following. In the 1/f Place, there is 
a Duty, and a ſolemn Pert of religious . F 5 
which is to be performed and ge 4 Gu 6 
St, now by Grace brought ow a Church - State: 


un W. 10 % | 
len in dra i 


s. 
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Lord of Hoſts. They ſhall not only ſwear by him; 
in a Way of Appeal unto him, as is -ordinarily 
done for putting an End to Controverſies between 
Man and Man, but they ſhall ſwear Allegiance to 
him: They ſhall enter into a Covenant of Duty, 
founded upon, and in conſequence of their taking 
hold of his Covenant of Grace and Promiſ. 
- _ 2dly. You have the Seaſon of this Duty; In that 
Day. The Goſpel-Day, which is frequently point- 
ed out in Scripture by that Day, as in Zech. xii. 
10, 11. and xiii. 1. In that Day, 'when the Son of | 
Righteouſneſs ſhall ariſe with Healing in his Wings. 
In that Day, when the Day-Spring from in high 2 | 
viſit the Heathen Nations and the Land of Egypt. 
Egypt in particular: In that Day fhall five Cities in 
the Land of Egypt ſwear to the Lord »f Hoſts. Thus 
we ſee ſwearing: to the Lord of Hoſts is a Duty un- 
der the New Teſtament as well as it was under the 
Old. ; RT NL EET. * f "os 
. » 3dh. You have the Parties engaged and employ- 
ed in this Part of ſolemn. Worſhip. * They are but 
a few; five Cities i e Land of Egypt. There 
were many Cities in the Land of Egypt, yet but 
five of a great many. Cities do ſwear: to the Lord; 
and engage in this.neceſſary Duty of vowing to the 


Lord. And this teacheth us, by the Way, | 


that it is the Duty of a few; of a Remnant in a 
Land, to avouch the Lord for their God: Though” - 
the great Bulk of the Land or Generation ſnould be 
chargeable with lighting or oppoſing Reformation- . 
Mork, it muſt not hinder us from doing our Duty, 

in renewing our Covenant- Engagements to the 

Lord: Tho' few in the Land join in this Work, 

yet a few of many have God's Warrant, in his 
Strength, to eſſay the Duty, of vowing and fwear- 
ing to Jacob's mighty God. Five Cities in idola- 
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F 
trous Egypt, that were Heathens and Outcaſts 


Strangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, when Goſpel- 


Light ſhines in Egypt, and they are enlightened by 


it, they ſhall ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts. Our 
Fathers in theſe: Lands ſerved other Gods; they 
bowed to and 2 Stocks and Stones under 
Pagan Darkneſs, and were involved in the groſs I- 
dolatry of the Church of Rome under Popiſh Dark - 
neſs ; and at this Day Heatheniſm; Deiſm, Atheiſm, 
Socinian and. Arminian Errots have overſpread the 
Land, and a Way is paved for introducing the I- 

dolatry and Superſtition of Rome which already has 
pot great Entertainment in many Places, as appears 
from the open Saying of Maſs, and the Growth of 
Popery in the Land ; Yet, notwithſtanding the la- 
mentable Condition our Fathers were in under Po- 
piſh Darkneſs, when the Lord did clear their Sky, 
they entred into a Covenant of Duty, to_ oppoſe 


the Superſtitions of Popery, Prelacy, and every o- 


ther Evil contrary to the Word of God, and to 
walk with God, and cleave to him. And altho' 


theſe Lands, at this Day, are over-run with the a- 


bove Errors and. Abominations, yet five Cities, a 


few in theſe Lands, are warranted to ſwear to the 


Lord of Hoſts. , 


* 


+ 4thhy. In this Verſe we have a Qualification of | 
the Covenanters and thoſe that ſwear to the Lord- 


of Hoſts, namely, they are a People that ſpeak the 
Language of Cangan ; five Cities in the Land of E- 


be ſpall ſpeak the Language of Canaan, The 
ripture Language was the Language of Canaan ; 
the Zews had thie fare Dialect in which the Scrip- 
tures were written; and thoſe who ſpeak the Lan- 
; guage of Cangan, are ſuch who prize the Word of 
God, and duly read the fame; thoſe who meditate. 
upon the Word of God, thoſe who, rejoice in his 
As B Word, 
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Word, as thoſe who find great Spoil ; who ſpeak _ 
about the Truths of his Word, the Do&trines of 


his Word, and who meditate upon the great ; 
Things of his Law. They who ſpeak the Lan- 1 
guage of Canaan, ſpeak concerning Chriſt, who is | 1 
the very Subſtance of the whole Word: They 712 
have a Savour of Chriſt in their Words and Acti- ns 
ons, and in their whole Converſation ; and their J 
Speaking the Language of Canaan ſuppoſes they 8 
are Citizens of Canaan, Citizens of Zion; for every 3 
Country ſpeaks its own Language; and it ſup- | 2 
pon ey have been born in Zion, born from a- 

ove, and are the Children of Zion, who are joy- ; 
| ful in their King. It muſt be the /renewed Heart f 
* that will or can ſpeak the new Diale&, the Lan- 4 K 
| age of Cangan, for out of the Abundance of the | * 
Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh. And this ſheweth who * 
5 will be true Covenanters, namely, thoſe who have 80 
their Converſation in ſome Meaſure in Heaven, and FD 
ſpeak the Language of Canaan. They are far from Fs 
15 eaking the Language of Canaan who ſavour juſt of D 
this Earth, and ſpeak about their worldly Affairs Wor 
on the Lord's Day, and make Intimation of their We 
Roups, and the like, on the Lord's Day; a Practice 0 of 
which has too much prevailed, even in this Place 
bur, be it known unto you all, we, in the Lord's G 
Name, forbid and diſcharge any Perſon whatſoever 2 
to be guilty of ſuch a Practice for the future on the 8 
Lord's Day, by placading their Papers on the * 
Church- Doors, or other ways intimating them, on 7 

that holy Day, Lou who are on your Journey to 7 
Canaan, no Wonder you ſpeak the Language of % 
Canaan ;. it is your Country you are going to, and Þ 

no Wonder you-ſpeak the Language of your Coun- bf 

try ; you are Strangers on Earth, but you. look for i 

a better Country, that is, an heavenly. _ i 


5 thly. You 


— 


* i 
* 
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ing joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods for Chriſt 


8 


_ 


55 
5 „ 15h. You hays the Object of all religious 


orſhip, and of this Part of ay Worſhip 
rticular, namely, the Lord of Hoſts. 7. & 
4 / fwear to the Lord of Hoſts ; ; to Jebovah, Who 


0 = all the Hoſts and Armies in Heaven and Earth 


at his Command, and who doth what he pleaſeth 


in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Hnhabi. 


tants of the Earth. He alone is the ſole and ng 
U 


Object of all divine Worſhip and Adoration 


is God, then, we have to' do with 1 in renewing our. 


 Covenant-Engagements. | 


6thly.” You have the Form in which this Duty i is 
taught us, and delivered to us, namely, in the 


Form of a Promiſe. Five Cities in the Land of 


Egypt ſhall ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts. Not only 


is it a warrantable Duty, but it is a-Duty wrapt in 


a Promiſe, which importeth that the Lord will aſ- 


fiſt his People in the Diſcharge of this 25 He 


has undertaken for theit Furniture; they ſhall ſwear 


to the Lord of Hoſts. If any Duty, or this ſolemn 


Duty, were left to our Management, we would 


make a ſad Account of it; but 7ehovgh, our God, 


+ | has taken it in Hand; they ſhall fwear unto th Lord 


of Hoſts. 

 Loſth, In this Verſe you have the Term or De- 
ſignation which one of theſe Cities ſhall have; 
one of them ſhall be called The City of Deſtruction, | 
or, The City of the Sun, as ſame render it; one of 


them ſhall be called, The City of Light, or, of the 
Valley of Viſion; or one of them ſhall be called, 


The City of Deſtrufion ; that is, one of them, or 
all of them put together, will be reckoned by their 
Neighbours, the Men of the World, to be Cities 
of Deſtruction, a ſelf. ruining People, bringing De- 
ſtruction upon themſelves, when they ſee them tak- 


and 
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and ſweating to che Lord of Hoſts. 


W 


* 


r 8 
and his Cauſe; or we may take it thus, The Men 

of the World will ſeek to bring Deſtruction upon 
them, becauſe they are a People that are employed 

in witneſſing For, and ſwearing unto the Lord of 

HFoſts; a Work which the Men of the World bear 

a great Hatred unto, becauſe a ewe 


à Courſe of Defection is tormenting to the 
dwell on the Earth. _ l 

From theſe Words, thus explained, we obſetve 
the following Doctrine. . 


n that 


That, as it is the Duty of the Church and People of 
God, in New Teſtament Times, to renew their 
national Vows and Covenants, tho? they be but a 
feu in Number compared with the Oppoſers of. 
, . Wort of Reformation ; /o they may warran- 
tably truſt a promiſing God, that he will enable 
them to perform "that Duty to the Praiſe of his 


-” : 
„ 


Grace. 


Nn that Day ſhall five Cities in the Land of Egypt 

ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts. Ga RN 
In diſcourſing this Doctrine we ſhall endeavour, 
by the Lord's Afſiſtince, 5irſt, to offer Tome Re- 

marks concerning this moral, neceſſary and ſeaſon- 


able Duty of renewing our Covenant - Engagements, 


* 


* 


2240. Shew that this is a Duty in New Teſta- 
ment Times, and even when the witneſſing Rem- 
naant are the Imaller Part, and but a few, compar- 
ed with the Oppoſers of Reformation- Work. 

Jaly. Speak of this ſolemn Part of religious 
Bu ach yowing and ſwearing ta the Lord of 
Hoſts. | | 8 

4thly. Shew that we have a good Ground 
and Warrant to truſt a promiſing God, that NN 
| 9 Pts DMT 


| C-. 
will * us to . this Duty of vow 


1 * 


ige | 
ſwearing to him, to the Praiſe of his Grace. 

5 thly. Make ſome Application. A TY 

We proceed then” to the firſt Thing propoſed, 
namely, by divine 8 to offer ſome Remarks 
concerning this moral, neceſſary and ſea ſonable 
Duty of renewing our Covenant: -Engagelnents, and 
ſwearing {o the Lord of Hoſts. 


And (1) weremark, that the Qath of God which _. 


we are to enter into, is not the Covenant of Grace, 
but it is a Covenant of Duty and Gratitude: ; and all 
that have taken hold ofthe Covenant of Grace are 
, obliged to devote themſelves to the Lord in a Cove- 
nant of Duty. There muſt be Faith in Ehriſt in the 
firſt Place, and, in conſequence of that, there ought 
to be an open Profeſling of our Faith in him and O- 
' bedience to him. When Gideon and Zephteh had 
wrought great Deliverances in 1/rge/, what was the 
Voice of the People? Why, it was, Rule thou over 
us, Chriſt has wrought a great Salvation, and all the 


Citizens of Zion deſire him to rule over them, and 0 


they truſt and confide in him alone; as it was ſaid 


by Beaz to Ruth, Bleſſed art thou of the Lord, ſeeing 


thou art come'to truſt under the Wings of the God of © 


Iſrael. Thevery Nature of Faith is juſt a Truſting + 2 5 


Inmanuel; and it is the Voice of all the Pedple who 


are helped by Grace to act Faith on him, Rule: 1b 1 


over us. Their. Voice is ſuch.as that f the Men 


. 
* 


who game to David ia the Hold. The Spirit of the”. 


Lord came upon Amazai, and he ſaid, Thine are We, 


Q Dayid, and on thy Side, thou San of Jeſſe, 1 Chron. 1 


xii.” We ſay, it is not the Covenant of Grace, but _ 


a Covenant of Duty, which is founded upon, ane 


conſequential of our ug hold of the FREE: 5 


Grace. . 


f 


n 

For, in the firſt Place, the Covenant of Grace is 
4 Bundle of precious Promiſes, which God hath 
undertaken to perform to us for Chriſt's Sake. The 
Covenant of Duty is a Bundle of Duties, which, 
as inſtated in Chriſt our new Covenant and ſanctify- 
ing Head, we do promiſe in his Strength to do, and 

rform. 24ly. The Covenant of Grace never was, 
and never ſhall, nor can be broken, becauſe the 
Parties contracting in it are Jahouah the Father on 
Heaven's Side, and Fehovah the Son on Man's Side, 
as may be ſeen in the 89 P/alm throughout. But 
our Covenant of Duty and Gratitude is frequently 
broken, and needs to be renewed. 3dly. The Co- 
venant of Grace, as it ſtands faſt with Chriſt, is 


the Ground of all our Faith, Hope and Confidence 
before God: But our Covenant of Duty is neither 


in leſs nor more a Ground of Hope or Confidence, 


to us. If we value ouſelves leſs or more upon the 


Account of it, we do but idolize it. It is a Mean 
of God's Appointment to impreſs deeply upon our 
- Spirits a Senſe of our Duty to God, a Senſe of 
our Inſufficiency to perform- any Duty WY 
by any Ability or Power of our own, and to ſtreng- 

then our Dependence upon Chriſt alone for Righ- 


teouſneſs and Strength: But if we truſt to it as a 


Ground of Hope, we pervert the End and Deſign 


of its Inſtitution, and abuſe it. to perverſe Ends of 


our own Invention % ; 
24h. We remark, that our entring into, or re- 
newing our Covenant of Duty at this Day, is a 
neceſſary and ſeaſonable Duty. There were weigh · 
ty Reaſons, in the Days of Nehemiah, for renewing 
their Covenant of Duties, as we may fee in the 


pinth Chapter of his Book and 38 Verſe: And, 


' Fereuſe of all this, we make a ſure Covenant, and 
write it, and our Princes, Levites, and Prieſts ſeal 


unta | 


. 
* . i _ 


74 


1 . 
unto it. Becauſe of all this, that is, for the weigh⸗ 
Reaſons mentioned in the preceeding Part of the 
Chapter. And if we eompare our Caſe with theirs, 


we will find the ſame weighty Reaſons, at this 
Day, for renewing. our Covepant with the Lord 
our God. They renewed their Covenant, becauſe 
of the Defections of theſe Times, and upon the 
Account of the Corruptions that were brought in 
among them, Neh. ix. 34, 35, and becauſe of the 
Jugdments of God they were under, and becauſe of 
other awful Judgments they were farther threatned 
with, for their Sin and Apoſtaſy, .Neh. ix. 36, 37. 
and that ſuch are the Circumſtances of theſe Times, 
muſt be evident to all who have any ſpiritual Diſ- 
2 How manifold ſpiritual Judgments are 
we under already? And what awful temporal Judg- 
ment are we threatned with? And. becauſe of all 


* 


theſe we are to make a ſure Covenant. | 
'  3dly. We remark, that due Preparation is neceſ* - 


ſary in order to our entring into this Covenant of 


Duty: Slightneſs of Spirit in making of Vows,” 
brings on Slightneſs of Spirit in performing the 
lemn Duty calls for ſolemn Prepa- 


ſame; 5 
ration, and this is a Duty as ſolemn as any, to 
vow to Jacob's mighty God; we need then to pre- 


pare for ſuch a Work. As our Lord and Saviour 


commands to take heed how we hear the Word 


- preached, ſo we muſt take heed how we vow and 


{wear to the Lord. -In order to our Preparation, 
then, there are theſe few Things neceſſary. Firſt, 
It is neceſſary, in order to 8 that 
we have Faith in the Son of God, for without 
Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 6. 


If you come to this Duty without Chriſt, and Faith 


in him, you will go away without Acceptance, for 
Je hath made us accepted only. in the Belaved, 2dly. 
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In order to our Preparation, it is neceſſary t at we 
take hold of God's Covenant of Promife : There 


can be no devoting ourſelves aright to the Lord 
in a Covenant of Duty, unleſs we firſt take hold of 
God's Covenant of Promiſe. We muſt avouch 
the Lord to be our God, and, in the Strength of his 


Grace, promiſe to walk in his Statures, keep 


his Judgments Md do them. You ſee this Duty of 
taking hold of God's Covenant of Grace pointed 


out in Haiah Ivi. 6, 7. Alſo: the Sons of the Stranger, 
. that join themfeloes tothe Lord to ſerve him, and to 


lone the Name of the Lord to be his Servants ; every 


one that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and 


taketh hold of my Covenant ; even them will I bring: to 


my holy Mountain, ani make them joyful in my Houſe f 
Prayer; their Barnt-Offerings and their Sacrifices 
fhall be accepted upon mine Altar. You are all warrant- 


ed to take hold of God's Covenant, even tho* you 
be the Sons of the Stranger. Your Parents have 
taken hold of the Seal of it for you, when your were 
Infants, but that will be u Witneſs againſt you, if 
you take not hold of his Covenant yourſelves by 


Faith in his Word of Grace and Promiſe, But then, 


3dly. as all Men and Women are at Agreement with 


Sin, ſo this Agreement muſt be difannulled and bro- - 
ken r can enter into this Covenant of Du- 


for if you regard Iniquity in your Heart, the 


Lord will not hear your Prayers, neither will he 
accept your Covenaànts and Vows made to him. 
What a woful Cafe are they N who only proſeſs 


to worſhip the Lord, and ſtill continue in their A- 
greement with Sin? For what Fellowſhip hath 


Righteouſneſs with Unrighteouſneſs? And what 
Communion hath Light with Darkneſs ? And what 

Concord hath Chriſt with Belia !??? 
. W e |  q4thh. It 
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3 It is nece 


5 5 order Ger bi ch. 
* , Yenaftwith God, we be humble & for hr 
3 of our Breach of ber Vows And Engagements. 
d This we fing was the Practice of Hue! and Fildeh,. 
pf er: I. 4, . Td th Dal. thd at that Tims, "Perh 
3 ; 75 Lord, the Children of rs N come, they ann 
_- the Children of Juda i ng 01d webping 5 
ep  #hey ſhall go and ſeek the I hs 1 thei God; they hall > 
of FW the Way Zion with their Faces thitherward; ſaying, 
ed cue, und let us join ourſelves to the Lord: in a perpe- 
„ tuo Covenant that ſpall not be Auer They ask 
to the Way weeping is they go. © GoſpeFHutmhili- 

gry ation, that ' ſprings from Faith's' looking on him 
and whom we ine Need, is mw. os eveffaty: in 

A our joining to by in a Covenant 1: WE 
of need to have our former, Breaches 1458 00 dy a 
fices freſh Application.unto, and Faith's Sprinkling of 
ant- the Blood of Jeſus, that cleanſeth from all Sim: 
you thus betaking ourſelves to the Fountain opened to 
ave theHauſe of David, and to the Inhabitants of Jes” 
vere ruſalem,' for Sin and for Uncleanneſs.” © -- 

„ if 5 thly, Tt is neceſſary,” before you alter into tl 

s by Bond and Oath, that you fit down and count the Coſt 
then, of ſuch an Undertaking as to enter into Gocꝰs Cove- | 
with _ nant, ' Luke xiv. 28. Which of you intending to build a 
bro- Tower, ſitteth not down. and counteth the Coſt, whether he 
Du- bath ſufficient to ffaiſb it. It has been ſeen d raſh. 

, the Covenanters, that they have been ſo far from ſtand- | 
u he ing to their Engagements, that every Moving E 
him. their Hand afterwards has heen employed in pulligg | 
roſels. dom Zion's Towers and in the Building of Babylit: En 
eir A- Now, in order to your coumting the Colt, 1. Ex- 
hath amine your own Hearts upon the Articles of this 
What Covenant which is to be {worn te. the Lord 
| what Hoſts. - Put the Queſtion to your own Hearts, and 
aan let Sand: one yy thus unto . 1. it * 
b. It | G. 


= 
gere gde * m 4 . that Mis 
Heart I def Tra ay, in the Jorg: s Strength; 4% 
| glorify ( God by believing his Wo of Grate con- 
Talned in his Coyenant of Promiſe? And is it the 
Defire'of n e in the Faith of his Pr ale 
devote 3700 he Lord in a Covenant of Duty? 
05 1 my Ab! and Exereiſe to be enabled; with 
ited Heart, as well as u pliſted Hands, to 
976155 and declare, that threy 1 the Lord's Grace: 
take hold of Chrift, as the Propitiatibn r 
WH Sins; of his. Righteouſneſs: as the only Ground: 
| my my Acceptance with God, and. of his Covenant 
of free Promiſes; as my only «Charter for eternal 
Lite.? And is it the Defire of my Heart by: Faith 


to woch the Lord to be mu God, to take his 18 


Ward for my Rule, and bis Spirit for my Guide? 
And after examining my Duty, of vowing to the: 
Lord from the Word, and after conſidering my 
Inſufficiency, to pay my Vows, and-the'Strength- 
that is in Chriſt to enable me to perform them, am 
I reſolved to ſwear to the Lord; that in his Strength 
T wilt walk in his Ways, Key ls Commandments, 
and hearken- to his Voice? And do 1 'neldlvg;i 
through Grace, to adhere uno the true reformed 
Doctrine, Workſhip, Presbyterial Government and 
Diſcipline of the Houſe of God:?. And do Talſo re- 
er that, in my Station and Capacity, I ſhall op- 
poſe all contrary Errors, ſuch as Popery, Prelacy, / 
| How, Arlaniſin, Arminianiſm, Independency, and 
Latitudinarian Principles? And do I reſolde, in 
my Station, to endenvour the Reformation of 


"1 England ant Treland, accol ung to the Word of 


God in Doctrine, Worlinp, Diſcipline and 
Government? And de Ereſolve to ſtrengthen the 
Hanis of my Brethren in this great Work and Dus! 
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1 ena, and in my 
Family and gtation fo be tit Example to others, 

and to obſerye every Duty incumbent on me both 

10 God and Man!? Aud do I reſolye againſt all 
Neutrality and Iadifference in this great Work. 
andd that, denying myſelf. will prefer the Honour 

2 God, and the.Cood of his Cauſe and People, | 

to every Thing::eMe, and that, torſaking”the- | 

Counſels-of Fle and Blood, I e the. 
. Lord alone? } 1G &/ * ee 1 4n "4 
ad? As yau' ew ts SOS tber by IG 
ing your Hearts upon;gvery: Article“ of che Bond. 
0 yon arg to cdunt hat it muſf coſt you, and 
what itazay oſt 17 . There are ſome Things it 
muſt icolt: yon. £ Holt muſt coſt: you the rendun- 
oing fall in the Fleſh, and betaking 
yourſelves unto tha Dependence of Faith u 
Qhriſt alone. (2. It mu coſt you the Death upon 
yu Idols. the Mortification of all your Corrupti» 
ons, the' Breaking all your Leaguss with Sin 3 2 
League with Sin, and a League TUG Gol rp can SF. 
Ia ſtand. together there 3 be a Warfare — 
maintained, through Grace, with every Sin, (30 == x 
It muſt coft your Subardinating all your Concerns to 
| Chriſt's. Intereſt and Glory. Lon muſt be denied 
to all worldly Comforts, ſo as to be ready, in 
Chriſt's Strength, to part zvith them all at his Call. 
Vou muſt be of another Spirit than the Men of the 4 
World. ' Your Eye muſt be upon another World. 9 4 
(4. It 'muſt coſt. you the Denying of all your 
Self- Righteouſneſs and Doings, in Point of Acceſs 

to and Acceptance with God; it is in the Strength, 
and through the Righrcoulels of Chriſt alone, that 
you 1 £6.) {pul} gall yon 6 gray 

deal of Pains and Labour. You ſee we undertak 


\ 


to endeavour the Reforination of Religion! in Eng- 
0 9 Fon 7 f 


land and Telgud, and among t 
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miſe, Supplies of Grace to enable yo for R 


not 
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8 ds we muſt beat 4 great deal of Pains to know 
our Duty, and to follow it. - You mult: not be in- 


difterent about the Times, as many are, who / 


only taken up about themſelves, and have no Cbn- 
dern for Zion. Some there are who have only a 


lick Religion, and kucw nothing of IEC 
eligion: But as ſuch Who have only a p 
blick Religion, have no Religion at all, — 
nal Religion, and a Concern for the Cauie of — 
are joined together in the Word of God; and what 


God nas joined we are not to ſeparate. ( It 


muſt coſt W e an Intercourſe wich 
Chriſt, an a daily Traffick * Commeroe.with 
the Land that] is afar off, 0 in from Tame 
to Time, by Faith in the Word Ac Grace and Pro- 


and Warfare, to do and to ſuffer. 1 1 { 
2. There are ſome Things it map coſt Jaw. n 

may colt you the Spoiling of your Goods and by 
Grace the Lord's People have: taken joyfully the 
Spoiling of their Goods for Chriſt. It may coſt 
you Bonds and Impriſonment; - Rey. ii. 10. Behold 


* the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of jou into Priſon, that you 
may be tried. It may coſt you your Life; and there: 


fore you pught to be in the Diſpoſition of the Apo; 
ftle, who ſaid, #hat mean ye to weep, and to break my 


Heart for I am ready, cat only to be bound, but te 


die at Jeruſalem for the Name of Jeſus. It may 
coſt you ſo much in the Iſſue; but tho' it ſhould 
not, you are to lay your Account with all this Coſt 
in adhering to the Lord and his Cauſe ; for all that 
are Chrilt's Diſciples and ſincere Fallowews' they 
are Martyrs in Reſolution : For efcept a Man deny - 
bimſelf, Ky take up his Cre/s * faliow Chriſt, be wr 
of his Diſcipl 
HEAD II. oceed; adh. By divine AM ſt. 
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pared 
ſers of Reformation- Work: a0 


thatvit is d Duty, at this Day, to renew our Co- 


renn e. "Tl Appear; it - we ane 
in the ſrſt Place, 


with the O 


fel. Bey 1 * ebnectning 
which it was prophęſſed that this Dury ſhould 25 
ne about, às in our Text, In that Day, (viz. 
the Goſpel- Day, lor in tfie Titses of che New. Te- 
ſtament) h Five Cities in th Land of Egy 


of Manifeſtation, wherein we ſee more clearly the 
Glory of the Lord revealed; 
the Covenant of Grace as it ſtands faſt with Chri 


which is the Foundation on which all our Vows | 
and Engagements muſt be built; 


we ſee the Glory 
of his Perſon, Immanuel, God with us; we Tee 


more clearly that everlaſting Righteouſneſs he has 


brought i in as the Foundation of the Faith and Hope 


of Men; we ſee the Law fulfilled by him as a Co- i 
venant, and delivered by him to us as a Rule of 


Life; we ſee more clearly the ſtrong Grounds and 
Reaſons for this and every other moral Duty from the 
Authority of God, the infinite Perfection of his 
Nature, and from his Holineſs, Grace and Love 
manifeſted in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt; | we fee 
more clearly the Furniture that is in Chriſt, for 
Light and Leading, to make known the Way of 


Duty, and the Grace and Strength that is commu- 


nicated by him to us, to enable us to walk in his 


Mays, to keep his Commandments, and to heark- 


en to his Voice. Thus then it muſt be our Duty 


in 1 at this Day, to N to the Lord of 


Hts * 37 . See, 


Pimes, wat when dener are 
ide ſmaller Part, and but à few,” w 


fvtar 
te the Lord of Hoſts; The Gofpel:Day 21K Day 


we ſee more rn | 


% 
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A eng to the Lord of Hoſts, are the ſame 
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Sete wy", E y Duty; of yowing 


now as onder the: Old Teſtament, it muſt be our 
Dy at this Day, as Well as it Was theirs when 
ey renewed their Covenant - Engagements. in the 
Days of Nehemiah, Foffah, and others! We are 
er ss gregt and] ſtrong Obligations to- maintain 
the Purity. of Gods Worſhip, to adhere; to his 
Truths, and to walk-glofely: with bim, as they 
vete : andowe areas teadly; to turn aſide from tha 
Lard dah were.) QyriCorruptions are as ſtrong. 
and wic are as ready do be berge 0 of aur Obliga · 
tions 0 Pg the go they were Our Graces ate 
Wenk, and we ets a8 much Need af this Mean 
WW God” 4: Appointment to awaken our Attention to 
Duty, and to ſtrengthen our Faith and Dependence 
upon the Lord, as they bad. 

340, That it is a Duty at this Day, 3s. well a 
it was the Duty of the Old Teſtament Church, to 
renew our Covenant - Engagements to the Lord, 
will appear, if we conſider, that thoſe very Things 
chat made this Duty ſeaſonable at that Time, are tq 
he. found with us at this Day. Why? They en- 
tred into 9 Covenant with the Lord upor' the Back 
of great Deliveranges, upon the Back of the Red: 
Sea Deliverances, when the Lord had delivered 
them, and deſtroyed their Enemies. And has not 
the Lord many a Time delivered us in theſe Lands, 
and-wrought great Salvation for us, from Time to 
Time! It was alſo in the Time of much Backſlid- 
ing and Corruption, when they had mingled them- 
ſelves with the People of the Land, and' came ta 
ſee che Neceſſity of being ſeparated from them, as 
in the Days of Ears, as we may ſeg in Ezra ix. 
They had mingled with the Heathen, and learned 
1 them Wer Way; ; and hoy far this is the we | 
WI | 


F 


| whit als 1 tvvbftonsis 
attentive Obſdr ber. We have eee bn £ 
gled with thoſe vo have eſthef adopted or cena 
nived at the groſb Errors vented in e Times 2 
and we have been mingfed witk them in the Back- 
fidings an Deren of the bed ; dnd-therefure 
it is a Scaſon wherein we ought” to return unte the 
Lord, to vo and ſwear that we ſhalt walk Wii 
bim in His Strength. They renewed theit Cove“ 
nants with the Lord, when. they were under great 
Judgments, as in Neh. ix. $7.” They were zu leut 
Diſtreſs; becauſe of all Which they made à fire 
Covenant, Vers 38. Are not we allo in great Di. 
ſtreſs by the Judgments of God àendy mid, 
and the awful. Judgments we ite” threatned with; = 
+ foteign Sword: being a_ drawn agamlt the 

29 Land? Are not we in great Diſtreſs by the- Divi- 
neg on and Neutrality of the Day und Time wherein 
we live, ſome who ſeemed to hay rhe R66t of the 
Matter turnivg indifferent about the Lord's Lauft: 
= and bittetly oppoſing that Work which 1 
4 appeared to be zealous for? Are not we im 
Biſtreſs by our Deadnels, Formality and Fpirttal. 
Plagues, by the Lord's hiding his'Face, and irn 4 
drawing from publick Ordinances, und fem us if. + 
our Retirements, i in a great Meaſure ? As alſo by du 5 | 
great Inſenſibility in all theſe, for We ure not turn- 
ing. to the Hand that ſmitethaus, nor are We eck“ 

ing che Lord of Hoſts. From all Which it is e. 
vident, that it is à neckſſary and a ſeaſonable Duty 
for us to renew our Cobesant Engagements une, 
the Lord. 

4thhy. It is a moral Duty, and chertfore muſt i 
our Duty at this Day, as well as it was the Duty TR 
of the Old Teſtament: Church; for moral Duties 
work themſelves binding ae all Pe © 
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riods of the Church. It is a Duty enjoined in the 


third Commandment of the moral Law, and we 
are commanded, - P/alm 1xxvi. 11. to yow/ to the 


Lord, as well as to pay; Vow and pay to the Lord + 


Cad! It is a moral Duty, that was both en · 


you 
joined to. the People of God, and ptactiſed by 
them in the Days of Nehemiab, Joſiab, and others. 


It was a Duty practiſed by the Saints of God 
in all Ages. Job made a Covenant with his Eyes, 
and David did ſwear to keep God's righteous 
Judgments, P/alm exix. 106. I have ſworn, and 1 
ill oer perform, that 4 will keep thy righteous Fudgments. 
It is a Duty that God graciouſly accepted and ap- 
proved of in Old Teſtament Times : And, DOE = 
might evidently appear to be a moral Duty of 
petual Obligation, there are Prophecies and Pr 
miſes of this Duty as acceptab Worſhip 5 


God under the Goſpel, as we may ſee by comparing 
our Text with the 21 Verſe of this Chapter: In 


that "Day ſhall five Cities in the Land of Egypt fear. 


to the Lord of Hoſts. Verſe 21. And the Lord ſhalt 
be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians ſhall know the 
Lord in that Day, and ſhall do Sacrifice and Oblation ; 
yen, they ſhall vow a Vow unto the Lord, and perform. 


it. Thus it isa moral Duty, and ſoa Duty at this 
N 3 

S thlp. Iti is a Duty wherein God is glorified, TY 
+ therefore it is our Duty, at this Day, to ſwear to 


the Lord of Hoſts, Jehovah Tzebaoth. It is a very 


ſolemn Piece of Worſhip. The Lord has worn, | 


chat to him every Knee ſhalt bow, every Tongue 
ſhall ſwear, Jalab xlv. 23. I have ſworn by myſelf; 
the Word is gone out of my Mouth in Righteouſneſs, 


and ſhall not return, that unto me every Knee ſhall bow, 
He is glorified by this 


olemn Worſhip. becauſe by it we profeſs 
our 


every Ton of ſhall fwear. 
Part of 
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buf Faith' in, and 'Reverehce towards the infinite 
Jehovah, God in Chriſt reconciling the. World to him- 


d ſelf: And to ſwearby the Name of the Bord of 

Ls Hoſts, is to profeſs the ſtrong Obligation we are un- 
7 der to cleave unto him with Purpoſe'of Heart, and 

8. to profeſs our own utter Inability to keep any of. 

od our Vows and Engagements. To ſwear by his L 
es. Name, is juſto call in the Name of Jebovab, the 
us Name of God as in Chriſt, to our Aſſiſtance in 

1 i ying dur Vows. I 6 call in his Name, that is, 

ts. . all his Attributes and Perfections, his Grace, Loye, 

ap- and Mercy, his Power, Faithfulneſs, and Hol: 
t it neſs, as glorified in Chriſt, to our Aſſiſtance in 
der- this great Work, of our walking cloſely with Gd 

ro- and obeying his Voice. It glorifies him. Why? 

to Becauſe it is juſt the higheſt Expreſſion of the quiet 

ring and aſſured Confidence of Faith upon the Name 

In and Attributes of God, as glorified in Chrift, for 


our Aſſiſtance and Through - beafing in following 

him fully; and that he will ſee to the Performance 

of all our Vows made unto him. They ſhall vox, 
4 Vow to the Lord; and perform it. He willen- 

able to a ſingle and ſincete Performance of Vows ;' * 

he will make our Hearts found in his Statuts 
be will give us the ſaving Knowledge of the Lord, 
and ſtrengthen us to walk cloſely with God: And 
it is a Duty wherein God is glorified, becanſe it 
is a Duty whetein Faith is conſpicuouſly manifeſt- ;, 
ed; and to act Faith upon God, is a glorifying 
of God; for it is ſald of Abraham, he was ſtrong 
in the Faith, giving Glory t6 God: © uo 
* '6thly. That it is our, Duty; tho' the ſmaller Part. 
and tho' a few in Number compared with the ' 
Oppoſers of Reformation-Work, is plaiply lait ö 
before us in the Text: In that Day ſhall five Citie 
in the Land of Egypt ſwear to the Lord e Ha. 
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Five Cities, a few in Number, even in the Midſt of 
idolatrous Egypt, ſhall ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts. 
Five Cities were but a very few of the Cities of that 
eat and flouriſhing Kingdom of Egypt. Tho' the 
Bulk regard not this as a Duty of the Times; tho' 


= 


one Part be N his holy Name, another Part 
indifferent about his Cauſe, and another Part walk- 
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| ing aſter the Luſts of their own Hearts; yet five 
Cities, a few, are to ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts ; 
and it is their Duty fo to do, even in ſuch a Time ; 
| becauſe it is a Duty in which God is glorified, and 
aà moral Duty as has been ſhewn, therefore the 
Duty of a. few, who would defire to obey the 
Voice of the Lord, tho' the Bulk ſhould make 
light of this as well as of the other Nuties. We 
cannot be abſolved from a moral Duty; we cannot 
be abſolved from the Obſervation of the Sabbath, 
tho' many are guilty of profaning the Sabbath : So 
yo more from this Duty of ſwearing to the Lord of 
Jolts, tho? the great Bulk of Men of this Generati- 
c 
© 7thly. That it is our Duty, at this Day, to re- 
new our Coyenant - Engagements to the Lord, tho 
* the ſmaller Number, will appear, if we conſider 
that it is a Duty, not only plainly taught and laid 
ane but it is a Duty 


T „ 


1 


before us in the Old Te | 
, . practiſed by the Church in New Teſtament Times: 
For not SS is it propheſied by the inſpired Apoſtle 
Fohn, in the Revelation, The Kingdoms of this Earth 
are become the Kingdoms of our Lord and of his Chrift, 
Which, in ſome Meaſure, has had its Accompliſh- 
ment in the Kingdoms of Scctl/and, Expland and 
Ireland, their ſurrendring themfelves to the Lord, 
and ſwearing Allegiance to Zion's King, in our CO- 
*Senants, National and Solemn League. But it is 
Nkeways plainly aſſerted, that the Macedonians gave 
| | Get themſelves 


— 


gave 
ſelves 


| ky 3 
VERS to. the Lord 4 Se of 


wherein they devoted themſelves to the Lord, ad 


vowed to * Commandments, and to obey his 
Voice. 2 vill. 5. 7his they did not as we 


ed, bit firſt gave their qwn ſelves to the Lord, and. un- 


to us by the Will of God. Firſt gave their own ſelves 
to the Lord. It muſt be our 50 , as well as of 
the Macedonians, to give,our own fe es to the Lord. 
The Apoſtle is ſpeaking there, in the 4th Verſe, 
of their giving of their Subſtance for the Support of 
the Cauſe of Chriſt ; but he gives usto know, that 


they kept the due Order. They did not as we hoped, 


thys he) but firſt they gave their own ſelves to the 
Lord. We call you in this Company to this Du- 
ty and Exerciſe, to give your own ſelves to the 
Lord, as the Macedonians did. It is a good Exer- 


eiſe for every Day, and for the Lord's Day. O. 
© Whoſe are you, and to whom do you belong ? The 
Lord's People, who have given themſelves to the 


Lord, — this Inſcription written upon them, Ye 
are not your own, but ye are bought with a Price. Ye 


are Chriſt's. Alas, ſome of you are like the ſtray- 


ing Sheep upon the Mountains, who have not come 


to Chriſt the Shepherd and Overſeer of your Souls. 

Be it known to you, the Son of God is come ta feel - 
and to ſave that which was loſt ; and his Voice is, 
| Other Sheep I have which are not of this Fold, them 


alfo I muſt bring. He is come to bring you to hisFold 
and to ſave you from your Sinz; and he calleth you 
by Name, My Sheep know my Voice, and they follow 
me ; and 1 give ta them eternal Life, and none fhall pluck 


them out of my Hand. To you, O Men, I call M and my 


Voice is to the Sons of Men, What was thy Work 
this Morning? Was it to give yourſelf to the 
Lord? Why, here is good Work for you, Rich 


and Noa young Men and old Men, Young * War 


men 


k 


i, 
Fg - 
* * 


._  ceptably., //a. xliv. 3, 4, f. 1 will pour, Mater up- 


{ will pour ny Spirit upon. thy Seed, aud my Bleſſing 
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men fi old Women; here is good Work for you bir Har 
all; he is willing to give and to take: He has giv- Lrai 
£n his Son to you; For unto: us Child is bor, to us # he Pre 
Son is given, Ila. ix. d. O believe God's Record, that Wire the 
he giveth to you his Son, and that there is Life for ut no 
you in Nis Son, He is willing to receive you, And his, if 
will not you receive a given Chriſt ? He is given to Spi 
you this Day as God your Saviour, as the Lord Haza 
your Rightęoaſneſs and Strength, and his Counte- e ſaic 
nance is as Lebanon, excellent as the Cedars; his 222 
Mouth is moſt ſweet; he is altogether lovely: e mu 
His Voice is to you, Cone with me from Lebanon, Mwearit 
my Spouſe, with me from Lebanon. Look unto me, romif 
= be ye ſaved, all the Ends of the Earth. «Look from is D. 
the Top of Amana, from the Top of Shenir and Her- Ware u 
mon, from. the Lions Deus, from the Mauntains of the our Ii 
Leopards. As he is a giving God in Chriſt, ſo he fry Gro 
is willing to receive you- What is thy Language fer, anc 
then? Tale with you Words, and ſay: to him, pour h 
Take away all Tuiquity and receive us graciouſly. z3roun 
He is willing to receive you juſt as you are, with! nay p 
out any farther Delay : O give yourſelves then to Pray © 
the Lord. Here is an Altar o REA ATLIN He t over 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved. Place, 


- Laſtly, upon this Head, That it is a Duty, at this ere 1 
Day, to renew our Covenant-Engagements 1 to the 5 

Lord, will appear, if we conſider that it is a Du- 
ty herein the ſpecial and gracious Influence of the o mu 
holy 8 A is promiſed to enable to perfom it ac- 
etho 
igious 
ofts, © 
de dot 
perfor! 


York 


en him Hat 7 is thirſly, and Floods upon the dry Ground, 


upon thine Offipring, and they ſhall ſpring,up. as among 
the Grafs, as Willows by the Water-Courſes. One ſhall 


fey, I am the Lord's, aud another ſhall call himſelf y 
the Name of Jacob, and another ſhall ſubſcribe _ 
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1 bis Hand to the Lord, 92 firnamg himſelf by the Num 
- F Iſrael. Here are good News. Why? Here is 
2 he Promiſe of the Spirit to enable us to ſay, We 
t ire the Lord's. We cannot ſay a better Saying; 
r Put none of Adam's Houſe ever could have ſaid 


3 3 if it were not through the Influence of the ho- 


Spirit. As the Spirit of the Lord came upon 

d nazai, when. he came to David in the Hold, and | 
e Ge ſaid, Thine are we, O David; and on thy Side; 
is on Son of Jeſſe: So it muſt be in this Way that 

"2 We muſt eſſay this great Work of vowing and 

n, Nocaring to the Lord of Hoſts. Here then is Grace 

„e, romiſed to enable us to the right Performance of 

om his Duty in our Retirements, and to fit and pres 

er- are us for doing it in a publick Manner. I will 

the Pour Water upon him that is thirſty, and Floods upon the _ 
be ry Ground. The Holy Ghoſt is compared to Wa- 

ge Per, and Floods of Water: And he has promiſed to 

im, pour him out as Floods of Water. We are dry 
fly. zround at this Day, let us then plead that he 
the ay pour his Spirit upon us; plead the Promiſe, 
to pray over the Promiſe, believe the Promiſe, pray 

He t over with Application to 'yourſelves, as to the 

75 Place, and for the Miniſter of the Place, that 
this ere may be the Sound of the Abundance of Rain, 

the ad that the Lord may be as the Dew to 1/raet, 
Du- ad revive his Work in the Midſt of the Years. 
the o much for the ſecond Thing propoſed. 

ac- Before we proceed to the third general Head in the 
- up> ethod, namely, to ſpeak of this ſolemn Part of re- 
und, igious Worſhip, vowing and ſwearing to the Lord of 
Ang 9%, let us conſider, that this Work and Duty, to 
mong de done in the Goſpel-Day, is not a Work to be 
ſhall PPerformed in order to obtain Life. No! for the 
lf 3 Vork of Redemption is a finiſhed Work. The glo- 
wit | n . 8 E 
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rious Head, having finiſhed his Work, has entred | 
into his Reſt, and left us nothing to do in Point his Foll 
of Impetration and obtaining Acceptance with God. than th 
He has left us nothing to do in the Matter of ful- and all 
- filling the Law as a Covenant of Works: But yet {Wand Sel! 
he will do much in his People; he will work 
Sanctification and Holineſs in all thoſe that are 
truly juſtified, and make them to be fruitful in 
good Works; not-that they may live, but becauſe 
they do live, being juſtified already: Not in Point 
of working for Life, but of doing from Life : 
Not to merit any Thing at the Hand of God, but 
to teſtify their Thankfulneſs to God: Not ta 
ſhare of the Glory with Chriſt of our own Salva- 
tion, in leſs or in more, but that we may be con» 
formed to him, by his Spirit dwelling in us, in Point 
of Sanctification; and all this our doing is to be 
in a Way of Union with him, and he working 
all our Works in us: Altho' the Lord's People are 3dh. 
not to fulfil the Law, thereby to obtain Lite, yet of religi, 
they are under the Law to Chriſt, yea, under the iſ abont. 


moſt ſtrict and ſolemn Ties to Goſpel-Holineſs, And, 
and to walk cloſely with God, that thereby they Hof religi 
may evidence that they are alive from the Dead, f Plac 
The Statutes of the Lord do rejoice their Heart: 7e Covenan 
them the Commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightning ef the C 
their Eyes: his Fudgments are to them righteous al: and nati 
together, more to be deſired are they than Gold, anil'Kin 

' yea, than much fine Gold ; ſweeter alſo than Honey to by Perſc 
the Mouth: His whole Will is ſweeter to them if the other 

| Than the Honey-Comb : His Law comes juſt along Many m 
with his Promiſe, Hand in Hand, to his People; As ns 
and all the Furniture for vowing and ſwearing to Prehend. 
the Lord, and for the Performance of every other e 

itions te 


Duty required, comes juſt wrapped up in the Pro- 


miſe; and this makes all ſweet and refreſhing ta ing the k 
N n i J bis te ourfel 
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his Followers; and nothing more delightful in it, 
than that it is all to be done in borrowed | 
and all to be done to the Glory of the Head; 
and Self to be funk down into eternal Oblivion, 
and a God in Chriſt alone to bear all the Glory. 
Having thus given you a general Hint, that vow- 
ing to the Lord of Hoſts is to be managed in a Go- 
Efpcl-Way, and not in a legal Manner, we proceed 
to the wt re” Head in the Method, namely, 
To ſpeak of this Duty, this ſolemn Part of religi- 
bus Worſhip, vowing and ſwearing to the Lord of 
Moſts. And, in diſcourſing this Head, we would 
. Wendeavour, by Grace, e 

= Firſt, To ſpeak of the Nature of this folemn 

Part of religious Worſhip. | | 
" 2dly. Of the Matter of this ſolemn Vow and Co- 
yenant under Conſideration. | | 

3dly. Of the Manner in which this ſolemn Part 
of religious Worſhip is to be performed and gone 
about. 1 | | 

And, firſt, as to the Nature of this folemn Part 
of religious Worſhip, it is to be obſerved, in the 
firſt Place, that we are not to put our perſonal 
Covenanting, or National Covenants, in the Room 
of the Covenant of Grace: Perfonal Covenanting 
and national Covenanting are of the ſame Nature 
and Kind, and differ only, as the one is tranſacted 
by Perſons ſingly and ſeparately conſidered, and 
the other by many Perſons jointly in a Body: But 
many miſmanage perſonal Covenanting, and lie- 
ways national Covenanting; for too many ap- 
prehend, that God, in the Word, declares himſelf 
willing to be our God upon certain Terms or Con- 
ditions to be performed by us, different from believ- 
ing the free Promiſe of the Goſpel with Application 
to ourfelyes ; and therefore they do accordingly 


make 


fl 2 ohn 

make 4 Covenant with God, taking him for their 
God upon thoſe Terins to be by them performed 
im the Strength af Grace, promiſing and vowing, 
that, if Gd {with be their God, pardon their Sins, 
and ſave their Souls, they will, for their Part, be 

his People, faithfully ſerve him all the Days of 
their Lives, watching againſt all known Sin, and 
forming! every Known” Duty. There are ſome 
ifakes here we are to beware of. In the firſt 
Place, this is ta confound and mingle the Covenant 
bf, Grace and our Covenant of Duty together, as 
if they were the ſame The Covenant of Grace 
was made from Eternity between the Father and 
the Son: Our Covenant of Duty is tot be made 

When we have taken hold of God's Covenant of | 
Grace, and never till then are we ſuitably prepared 
for this ſolemn Work. (2.) This is to bring 
in ourſelves” as Parties tranſaQing 'in the Cove- 
nant of Grace. Whereas. Chriſt alone; as the 
ſecond Adam, was the Party -Contracter in that 
Covenant upon Man's Side, as appears from 
the 89 Pſalm throughout. God never did, nor 
ever will tranſact with any Sinner of Adam's Fa- 
mily. There is nothing we can perform, no- 
thing we can implement in this Matter: And 
how then can we be Tranſactors in the Covenant 
of Grace? His Holineſs will not permit, bis Juſtice 
will not allow, his infinite Wiſdom will! not admit 
of a Tranſaction with any Sinner at firſt Hand. 
But (3.) this would be to bring in ourſelves, our 
Doings, or what we are helped to do by Grace, in- 
to the conditionary Part of the Covenant of Grace, 
and fo to overthrow the Doctrine of free Grace, to yet, 1 
take Chriſt's Work out of his Hand, to ſubvert the and t 
only Foundation of the Faith and Hope of periſh- are pe 
ing Souls, and to diſparage. he ON neceſſ 

. ö | Chri 
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Ghriſt the ſecand Adam, which is the only proper 


and real Condition of the Covenant of Grace. 

-  2dly. It is to be obſerved, in order to our conſi- 
dering the Nature of this Tranſaction, that, by our 
believing the Promiſe of God in his Word, and 


dur truſting in the Perſon of Chriſt, who is to be 


believed upon in the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 
we are united. to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt' the Cove- 
nant-Head, and thereby we are perſonally entred in- 
to the Covenant of Grace, ſo as in his Right to 
have a ſaving Intereſt in the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
the Condition of the Covenant performed by him ; 
his Doing is ours, being united to him by Faith ; 
his Righteouſneſs is ours, for he is Jehovah our Righ- 
teonſne/s ; being united to him we have a Right to 
eternal Life, the Promiſe of the Covenant made to 
him; that is, eternal Life becomes ours upon the 
Account of his eternal Righteouſneſs, Rom. v. 17. 
John x. 10. He that hath the Son hath Life ; he 
hath Life in the firſt Fruits of it ; he hath the Be- 
ginning of Life in Poſſeſſion, by having the Son ; 
he hath the fure Title and Right to'eternal Life, 
and he ſhall have the full Polleflion of it in due 
Time. Ne | C 
-3dly. We obſerve, that altho* a Conſent to take 
Chriſt as our Lord, to be ruled and governed by 
him, and to obſerve and keep his Commandments, 
be not the Condition. and Terms of the Covenant 
of Grace, as we have already ſhewn, by which 


Doctrine Legaliſts have ſubyerted the Goſpel of 


Chriſt, and turned the Covenant of Grace into a. 
new Law, or new Form of a Covenant of Works: 


yet, upon the Back of our believing the Promiſe, 
and truſting on the Perſon of Chriſt, by which we 
are perſonally entred into the Covenant, there doth 
neceſſarily tollow.an * Conſent to take on 
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for our Husband, Head and Lord; a Conſent to 
take Chriſt as our only Prieſt, to be ſaved by his 
Righteouſneſs alone ; for our only Prophet, Teacher 
and Guide; for our alone King and Lord, reſigning 
ourſelves wholly to him in Soul and Body, to be re- 
ſcued by his Power fromSin, Death, theDevil, and this 
reſent evil World; for to ſerve him for ever, and 
to be ruled by the Will of his Command as to our 
71 and to be diſpoſed of according to the 
Will of his Providence as to our Lot: A Con- 
ſent to renounce every known Sin; a Conſent to 
renounce every Luſt and Idol, and all other 
Lords beſide him; a Conſent to ſubmit to what- 
ever he ſees meet to lay upon us; a Conſent to 
take up our Croſs and follow him, as he ſhall call 
us to it; and all by his Grace, and in his Strength 
alone, without which we can do nothing. What 
is here repreſented contains the Subſtance of a Co- 
venant of Duty, which all of us are bound to in our 
baptiſmal Vows, but which we cannot rightly en- 
gage unto, until firſt in Order we take hold of God's 
Covenant of Promiſe, by Faith in the Son of God, 
with whom the Covenant of Grace is made, and 
doth ſtand faſt : And this Covenant of Duty, as it 
is branched out in the particular Duties that belon 
to it, is either a perſonal Covenant of one Perſon, 
or a national Covenant of many Perſons in one Na- 
tion joined together. 3 
4thly. As to the Nature of this Duty, we obſerve, 
that our devoting ourſelves to the Lord in a Cove- 
namt of Duty, is not a Thing indifferent, left to us 
to do it, or not do it at our Pleaſure : But it is a 
ſolemn Part of religious Worſhip enjoined to us 
both in the firſt and third Commandment of the mo- 
ral Law; and therefore we are not left at our own 
Liberty, whether we will doit or not. It is true, 
the far greater Part are in noways fit for joining in 
: this 


» 
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this ſolemn Part of religious Worſhip, becauſe 
they have not taken hold of God's Covenant of 
Grace; this would be to invert the Order of 
Matters, and to build without a Foundation. None 
are to be impoſed upon in this Matter, yea, none 
are to be admitted to join in this ſolemn Duty, but 
ſuch Perſons as are free of publick Scandal, and 
abſtain from the ordinary Outbreakings that are 
too cuſtomary in the Day and Time wherein we 
live; and the Perſons to be admitted to this ſo- 
lemn Part of religious Worſhip, are ſuch as have 
a Converſation becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt, and 
keep up the Worſhip of God in their Families Mor- 
ning and Evening. There are many who obſerve 
it in the Evening, but neglect in the Morning: 
But it is good to ſhew forth his Loving - kindneſs e- 
very Morning in this Duty of Family. Worſhip, as 
well as by . Worſhip: We have Family 
Mercies every Morning to praiſe him for, Family 
Wants and Needs every Morning that need to be 
ſupplied ; we need Family Bleſſings, as well as per- 
ſonal Bleſſings, every Morning; and we are to be- 
gin the Day, as well as end the Day, with. God, and 
to walk with him all the Day long. We are all 


engaged to this in our Baptiſm. Did we not, in 
our Baptiſm, engage to obey his Commandments, 


and this amongſt the reſt ? It is dangerous to break 
Vows. Bur, to return to the Purpoſe in Hand, 
we ſay, thes Duty of ſwearing to the Lord'of Hoſts 
is not a Thing indifferent, left to us to do, or not, 
at our Pleaſure : But it is a Part of ſolemn religi- 
ous Worſhip, commanded both in the firſt and third 
Commandments of the moral Law : And that it is 
a Part of ſolemn religious Worſhip will appear, if 
we conſider, 1ſt. that Jehovah, the infinite Being, the 
Object of all divine Worſhip and Adoration, is 
the Party to whom the Vow 1s made; he is the 

"a | Party 
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Party to whom our baptiſmal Vows were made, to 
whom pur national Vows were made, and to whom 
our ſacramental Vows are made; he is the Party to 


whom this Vow is to be explicitely made. For 


it is faid to be a Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts, 
ehoavah Tzebaoth, the Lord of the Armies, as in 
Ge firſt Language. He is the Party with whom 
We are to be concerned in this ſolemn Part of re- 
ligious Worſhip : How ſolemn muſt it be, then, if 
we conſider the Object of it? It is Jehovah, who is 
Being itſelf, and the Fountain of all Being : The 
eternal God, the Ancient of Days, the immutable, 
unchangeable God, with whon! there 45 no Variable- 
neſs neither Shadow of turning. He is the omnipo- 
tent Jehovah, in whom we live, move, and have our 
Being. TFehough Tzebaoth, the Lord of Hoſts. 
Why? He has all the Hoſts of Heaven at his 
Command. All the Armies of Heaven and Earth 
are under his Controul. Ve doth according to his 
Will in the Armies of Heaven, and among the Inhabi- 
tants of this Earth. He is Jehovah to whom we 
ſwear, or who is the Party concerned in our vow- 
ing and ſwearing : Jehovah the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoft, one in Eſſence, but three di- 
ftin& Perſons. 
reconciling the World to himſelf ; he is the God 
of Salvation, he is Jehovab who made a Covenant 
with his Choſen, with Jehovah his eternal Son, as 
the contracting Party on Man's Side of the Cove- 
nant ; he is Tehoval the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-ſuſtering and abundant in Goodneſs 
and Truth, forgiving Ini uity and Sin; he is Je- 
hevah that paſſeth by the Tra: ſgreſſions of theRem- 
nant of his Heritage, becauſe he delighteth in 
Mercy ; he is 7ehovah that ſanctifieth us; I Jeho- 
vah, that ſanctiſieth you, am holy ; he is Jehovah our 
N | TT, Healer, 


O! he is 7eh9vah, a God in Chriſt | 
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Healer, his Name is 7ehovah Rophe, the Lord that 
healeth us; he is Zehovah our God and Redeemer, 


and therefore we are bound to keep all his Com- 
or mandments. O! he is Jehovah our God, who is 
'S, the Party to whom the Vow is made; Vow to the 
in Lord your God, and pay : Let all that be round about 
m in bring Preſents to him that ought to be feared, 
e- pPfalm Ixxvi. at the Cloſe. He is the Lord our 
if God, our God in Chriſt's Right and Title. 1 4 
is 


"of cend to my Father, and your Father; to my God and 
ne hour God, faith our Lord to his Diſciples. Thus 
PFebovab is the Party to whom the Vow is made. 


- But then, 24). it is a very ſolemn Part of religious 
O- 2F orſhip, our vowing to the Lord, if we conſider, 
ur What not only is Jehovab the Party into whoſe Pre- 
ip Fence we come in this Act of religious Worſhip, 
is but it is a Vow and a Promiſe to 7ehoveh; it is a 
th promiſſory Vow to the Lord, and with God we 
ns ave to do, in this Part of ſolemn 3 in a 
i- cry immediate Manner. In praying we ſeek the 
ve he Lord, in praiſing we extol and magnify the 
W - ord; but in vowing we ſwear to the Lord ; we 
n, dromiſe that, in the Strength of his Grace, we will 
li- bey his Commandments, and hearken to his 
1ſt oice. O, then, how ſolemn muſt jt be ! For here 
od e bind our Souls to him in a promiſſory Vow. 
nt Fe ho04h is every where preſent, and ſo he is Witneſs 
as d our Promiſe; he is the all-ſeeing God, and fo 
e- nows our very Thoughts afar off; he knows if 
nd ere be ſuch an Heart in us, as to walk in his 
eſs Vays, and hearken to his Voice; and certainly 
e- ch a Diſpoſition is not in us, unleſs he give it 
m- mſelf; and we ought to beware of 1 
in pay our promiſſory Vow to him, for better not 
o- > vow, than to vow and not to pay; a Breach of 
ur 


| romiſe to him muſt be a great Iniquity. If you 
7. break 
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break your, Promiſe to your Neighbour, it is a 


2 ault; but if you break your Promiſe of 
ealty to your King, that is a capital Crime, Muſt 
not therefore the Breach: of our Promiſe to God be 
an Exil of the worſt Nature? As it is a Promiſe, fo 
it is a Promiſe in his Strength ; if it be not a Pro- 
miſing and Vowing in his Strength, it is not right 
and acceptable W orſhip; and itis a Profeſſing, firſt, | 
That you have no Heart, no Strength or Abili of 
your own to make or keep the Promiſe. 2dly. There 80 
muſt be in this promiſſory Vow, a Believing that 
there is Strength in the new Covenant - Head to en- 
able you to perform your Promiſe and Vow ; it is a 
Believing that there is all Fulneſs in him for you. 
Surely, ſhall one ſay, in the Lord have I Righteouſneſs 
and Strength, Tia. xlv. 24. 3dly. This vowing and 
promiſing to the Lord includes in it the Exerciſe of 
Faith, in making a particular Application, to our 
own Souls, of thatGrace and Strength of Chriſt con- 
tained in his Word of Promiſe, believing that his 
Grace and Strength ſhall be forthcoming to us, as 
in making, ſo in paying our Promiſe and Vow ; 
as in the 21 Verſe of this Chapter, They ſhall vow a 
Vow unto the Lord, and perform it. Thus it is an ac- 
tual Betaking of ourſelves to that Strength that is 
in him, believing he will be forthcoming to us in 
this Work and Duty; ſo that his Hand, we ſee, is 
juſt at every Work that his People are engaged in; ler Q 
and therefore we are not to go about it in a legal all th; 
Way and Manner, truſting in leſs or more to any that a 
Thing that we can do; but we are to truſt himſelſ it all 
with the Whole of it, and then the Duty will be} bim. 
managed to his Praiſe and our own Comfort. he wil 
But to proceed, in the third Place, there is af fy, be 
great Solemnity in this Act of religious Worthip venant 
if we conſider, that it is not only a Promiſe and ol An, 
ea VO introdi 
—— Son, t 


Fg 
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Vow. to the Lord, but it is a Vow and Promiſe ac- 
companied with the Solemnity of an Oath, for it 
is a Swearing tothe Lord of Hoſts : Sometimes there 
are Covenants and Leagues entred into without ex- 
preſs Oaths; but when Oaths are added the Matter 
is more ſolemn. This then muſt be a very ſolemn 
Piece of Worſhip, when the Name of Fehovah is in- 


f vocated in the Matter. They ſball fivear to the Lord 


of Hoſts. There are two or three Things we may no- 
tice here for clearing this Point. In the firſt Place, 


1 there is a Swearing to the Covenant of Jehovah, to 
the Covenant made between Jehovah the Father, and 


7 7chovah the Son, and Jehovah the Holy Ghoſt, from 


to us in 
e ſee, is 
ged in; 
a legal 
e to any 
himſell 
will be 


all Eternity: For in this Vow there is a Swearing, 
that all our Strength and Furniture for Work and 
Warfare is wholly and only in this new Covenant- 
Head, and in this new Covenant itſelf, as it ſtands 
faſt with Chriſt God's Choſen; .it being, in the 
evangelick Nature of this Vow, a Swearing in the 
Strength of that Grace that is held out to' us in 
the Covenant of Promiſe. Thus it is a Swearing to 
God's Covenant of Promiſe, and that he has made 
this Covenant with his Choſen, and that Chriſt his 
Choſen is the Head of this Covenant; that he is the 
Nail faſtned in the ſure Place, that bears all the 
Veſſels of his Father's Houſe, of greater and ſmal- 
ler Quantity; that all our Springs are in him; that 
all the Grace and Furniture for Work and Duty, 
that are beſtowed upon the Church of the Firſt- born, 
it all comes from him, and is communicated by 
bim. This may be one Reaſon, among others, why 
he will have us ſwear to him in a Covenant'of Du- 
ty, becauſe the Covenant of Grace is a ſworn Co- 
venant. The firſt Covenant, made with the firſt 
Adam, was not a ſworn Covenant ; but'when God 
introduces a new Covenant, made with his eternal 
Son, the ſecond Adem, that Covenant is a ſworn 


Covenant; 


SF 


* 


2 
Covenant; as in P/alm Ixxxix. 3. { fave made a 
Covenant with my Choſen, I have ſworn unto, David 
my Servant. Verſe 35. Once have T ſworn by my He- 
lineſs, that {1 will not lie unto David. And as it was 
ſworn to Chriſt the Head of the Church, ſo it was 
ſworn to the Church which is his Seed. Thus it was 
ſworn to Abraham ; for when God. could ſwear 
by no Greater, he ſwore by himſelf, ſaying, Sure- 
ly, bleſſing 1 will bleſs thee, & . Bleſling I will bleſs 
thee, through my Son the new Covenant-Head,. to 
whom I have ſworn by my Holineſs. This Cove- 
nant was alſo ſworn by the Son, the Head and 
Surety of it, P/alm cxxxii. 1. Lord remember Da- 
vid and all his Aflictions: Verſe 2. How he fware 
unto the Lord, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob. 
What was the Nature of the Oath ? Surely I will 
not come into the T abernacle of my Houſe, nor go up. in- 
to my Bed; I will not give Sleep to mine Eyes, nor 
Slumber to mine Eye-Lids, until I find out a Place far 
| the Lord, an Habitation for the mighty God of Jacob. 
This was literally fulfilled in David, but it is evi- 
dent a greater than David is here. David was the 
Type, Jeſus Chriſt the Antitype.; that it is he who 
is here ſpoken of, you may ſee by reading through 
the P/alm. In Verſe 13. it is ſaid; The Lord hath 
choſen Zion, and deſired it for his Reſt for ever. Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Antitype of David, left 


his Father's Boſom, and came to this Earth in 


his Incarnation, and took no Reſt, had no Place 
where to lay his, Head, and gave not over the 


Work, till he had prepared a Reſt for Jacob's 


mighty God; and, having finiſhed the Work, 
God ſaid of Zion, This is my Reſt for ever; here 


I vill dwell, for I have deſired it; . for Chriſt is 


God's everlaſting Reſt. Here then we have- the 


great Antitype of David ſwearing this Covenant of 


Grace. 


/ 
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Grace, He ſware and vowed to the mighty God 


of Jacob ; and tho! the Church of the Fir{t-born are 


not Parties in the Covenant of Grace, yet the Lord, 
by his Grace, makes them all take hold of the Co- 
venant, founded upon Chriſt's fulſiſling the Copgiti- 
on of it, as a publick Head and Surety, And what 
is our Swearing to the Lard ina Covenant of Du- 
ty? It is juſt our ſwearing our Amen to that Co- 
venant that ſtands faſt with Chriſt the true David. 
They ſhall ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts. * But then, as 


'there is here a Searing to the Covenant of 7 lead. 


{o, 

(s-) There is, in this Swearing to the Lord of 
Hoſts, a ſolemn Profeſſion, yea, a a ſolemn Swearin 
that we are fhipwreckt Men in the firſt Covenant; 


that we have neither Houſe nor Hold in the firſt A- 


dam that we are poor, wretched, miſerable, blind 
and naked ; and, particularly, that as we have no- 
thing but Sin atrd Plagues, fo likeways that we are 
full = Enmity to all that is good, and conſequent- 
1 have no Strength to vow, or pay our Vows to 
e Lordy © - 
(3.) There is, in this Swearing to fhie Lord of 


Hoſts, « Swearing that there is a Fulneſs of Righ- _ 
teouſneſs and Strength in the new Covengnt-Head, | 
to anſwer all our Wants and Needs, to ſuit all our 


Neceſſities. to ſuit every ſad Cale we are or can bg 
in; that there is Strength in kim, Furniture in him, 


Through: bearing in him, and all this in him to. be 
communicated 10 ws, to enable us both in the Dy-. 


ty of yowing and paying our Vous to the Lord of 


Hoſts. 

(4. In this Swearing fo. the Lord of Hoſtz there 
is a ſolemn 8x earing to ſome particular Clauſes and* 
Articles; and, in the f/ Place, there i a ſolenm 
Swearing to an Article of Acceptation ; chat we ac- 


F. 


7 


* 
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oept of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as our Head, our 
Husband, our Lord, and as God our Saviour, and 


that, in the Strength of this new Covenant-Grace, , 


we thus accept of him as our All. O Sirs, have 

you any Objection «mo: doing this in his Strength ? 

- But we tell you before you do this, you muſt firſt 
believe in him, be married with him; you muſt firſt 

be joined to the Lord as one Spirit with him, be- 

fore you be in Caſe, in a Way of Faith's Depen- 

dence upon that Grace that is in him, to join in 

this Duty of Swearing wo him in a Covenant of 

Duty ; I ſay, there is here a Swearing to an Arti- 
cle of Acceptation, that we accept of him as Je- 

hovah our 2 and as Jebovab our 

Strength; as the Captain of our Salvation, as our 

Prophet, Prieſt and King; as our Husband, Head, 

and Lord; that we accept of him as our Sin- ſub- 

duing Lord, to ſubdue us to himſelf, to ſubdue our 

Unbelief, our Heart-Enmity, and all our Luſts and 

Gorruptions ; to ſubdue us more and more to him- 

ſelf; and as our Lord to rule over us, and to ſub- 
due his Enemies in us, and give us the Victory o- 

ver them, all, making us more than Conquerors 

through him that loved us. We ſwear to an Ac- 

ceptation of him as our Leader and Guide through 

all our dark Steps 
ward bring us to Glory. (2.) We ſwear not 

only to an Artide of Acceptation, but alſo to an 

Article of Dedication ; the Article of Dedication, 

as we thewed, is expreſſed by our Saying that 

we are the Lord's, I/. xliv. 5. One ſhall jay, 1 

am the Lord's. That is a good Saying, but we 

«annot ſay it but under the Influence of the ho- 

ly-Spirit. Well, this is in the Promiſe, Verſe 3. 

vill pour Mater upon him that is thirſly. One ſhall 

far, T am the Lord's ; that is to ſay, they ſhall ſay it 
one by one, every one ſor himſelf. Lou who are 

Sy an 


while here, and who will after-_ 


rantec 
in this 
it out 

Jay, J 
ſpeak 

One . 
your 
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Promi 
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Word 
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Wom: 
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an Husband, you cannot fay it for your Wife; Pa- 
rents cannot ſay it for their Children; every one 
muſt ſay, it for himſelf. And it is, firſt, a perſonal 
Saying, a perſonal Dedication, One ſhall /ay, I am 
the Lord's. 2dly. As it is a perſonal Saying, ſo you 

ſee it muſt be a Saying it under the Influence of the 
Spirit of Promiſe ; I will pour Water upon him that 
is thirſty One ſpall ſay, I am the Lord's. His 
Spirit is promiſed, and therefore we are to look, for 
his Coming, that we may be enabled to mint at liſ- 


ping out this Saying in his Strength. 3dly. This 
= Saying, I am the Lord's, it is juſt a Saying it in the 
Name of Chriſt, I am the Lord's, to be accepted 
in the Beloved; to be an Offering on the Goh 

Altar, the Altar of much Incenſe; the Altar that 


pel- 


ſanctifieth the Gift. It is a Saying this by the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt, and in the Name of Chriſt ; therefore 
it is ſaid, Your Burnt-Offerings ſhall be accepted on 
mine Altar, Iſa. lvi. 7. 4thly. This is a well-war- 
ranted Saying : So well-warranted, that every one 
in this worſhipping Aſſembly, is warranted-to ſpegk 
it out for himſelf, in the Name of Chriſt : One ſhall 
ſay, I am the Lord's. Are you not well-warranted to 
ſpeak out this Saying, when it is put in a Promiſe ?. 
One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's. O will you doubt of 
your Warrant? Have you not the beſt of War- 
rants: to ſay what is contained in the Word of 
Promiſe? There is nothing put. in a Promiſe, but 
what is for the Glory of God; and it is in the 
Word of Promiſe, One ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's; 
therefore it is for his Glory, that you Man, you 
Woman, you Lad, and you Laſs, ſay this Night, 
T am the Lord's; that is, I am devoted to the Lord, 
and accepted of God through Chriſt and his ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs : There is a full Ground for 
you all to ſay this, when it is in the Word of fg 
| - 4 \MUYE ; 


- 
7 


wille; and there is full, Ground for your Aeceptatics 


in your Mints ro ſay t. The Ground is the ſame 


for every one here, 40 fay, am the Lord's ; lam 
. the Lord's, to be received and accepted to his Fa- 
your, and to be devoted to him, juſt as perfumed 


with the Incenſe of Chrif, the Angel of the Cove - 


nant, who ftands at the golden Altar, and who 
hath made us accepted in the Beloved. Will you 
doubt of. Acceptance then ? He was never reſuſed 
Acceptance to any that came to God in his Name: 
The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all Things 
pre Hand: !] then, there is wide and broad 


T 2 
* 


Room Fc Your Acceptarice through the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Many have come and ate accepted in him, 
and yet there is Room for.you : .Your Burnt-Offer+ 


ing [hall be accepted on mine Altar. Let not the Son. 


of the Stranger ſay, I am 3 dry Tree, I am not 
called; tho' others be called 10 ſay, I am the. Lord's, 
he will not accept of me.“ Why ? Say not fo, O 
Sinner, you are warranted to ſay it for thyſelf in 
Ebriſt's' Right, { am the Lord's. 


SY l 


a Saying I am the Lord's, ſo (2.). there is in it a 
tubſcribing with the Hand to the Lord, Another ſhall 
: bſeribe with his Hand unto the Lord; and that v 
in the firſt Place, That it is a diſtin& Tranſacti- 
on; it ſays, 24). That it is not to be recalled a- 
„gain; it is a putting our Hand to it, ſayjog with 
the Church, in the Both P/alm at the Ciote, Let 
thy Hund be upon the Man ef thy Right: Hand, fo 
-\ vill ret we go back from thee. But then, *Sdly. as 
there js, in the Article of Dedication, a Saying, I 


- 


am the Lotd's, a Subſcribing with rhe Hand to the 


Lord ſo there is a Sirnaming by the Name of / 
Feel, as in the Cloſe of the 5th Verſe of that 34th of 


Jai 2 Mow this Sirnaming by the Name of //ra- 
PINT > OY TR F 4 


But then, as there is, in the Article of Dedication, 


el implies, in, N 1 8 abe 41 Re: 


125 velation 'of Chliſt, as God's Servant in 122 

Lam will be glorified ;* juſt a View of him as then 

s Fa. Covenant- Head, that hath finiſhed the Work 
umed that was given him to do; and as the Jaſtice- 
Cove - ſatisfyin Head throug Ih Whom God is acceſſible by 
WhO ſinful MM en, he kaving fulfilled all Righteouſneſs ? 0 
Lyon juſt a View of him as kay infinite Perſon, through 
luſed whom all our Worſhip is or e be accepted, and ia 
ame: | whom only. God has Glory and Honour, and 3 
hingt ide Head of the worſhipping Aſſembly both of th 
road ME upper and lower Houſe ; a View of him as the 
Jeſus great Worker of every Work that is for the Glo- 
him, ry and Honour of God; every Work that is done 

7 fer + through the Land, and ig our Hearts, to the Glo- 

e Son ry of God, his Hand is at it; and as he works the 
not Work, ſo he muſt dear the Glory. 

ord s, 2dly. Shall ſirname himſelf by the Name of Ural: 


o, O Why ? It implies that you have given up with your 

If in own Name, and all your Selce el and 

ro Confidence; and that you | have given 1 ws 
f 


tion, ame to be ſwallowed up in the Name © tink, 
it's who is God's Iſcuel, in 1 5 he is glorified. O? 
ſhall You will not only be called by ks Name, but 
ſays, you will eat his Bread, and Wha his Apparel; b 
a0. Fou will have all from him, and you will have , 
ed a- Bos Name out of Sight, and his voly to be known 


and remembred. Siruam- hinſelf by the Name of Tſra- 


ſelves by the Nane of Lidel. 
h of 3dly Shall ſirname bimſelf by the Nhat of Iſrael 1 
Vera * hs the N of Faith” io live upon 5 74 


ruel | 


Let el; juſt as thoſe 'who are adopted Children, they 
, % long to a new Houſe and Family, and have a 
y. as new Name; . loſt all their Name in the Con- 
ng, 1 fideration they ſtood ih before ; ſo doth the Wul 
the in this Article of Dedication, they firhame them | 
1 | . 
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* 
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te Prophets, and they ſhall be all tanght of God. 


this very Moment, to be taught of God; and by 


Kingdom of Heaven, which are hid from the Wiſe 


We are to give our Wills to the Lord, to chuſe 


the younger Brethren may lift up their Voice, and 


( 46 ) 
rael their Head; they have got a new Name, and 
are admitted to new Privileges, to live on Chriſt we ma 


by Faith, that they may live to his Praiſe. * Word 


 4thly. This Article of Dedication is expreſſed Glory 
by a Giving ourſelves to the Lord, 2 Cor. viii. 4, 5. are to 
Paul faith of the Macedonians, They firſt gave their ceive | 
own ſelves to the Lord, and then unto us by the Will him 11 
of God. It is a Giving our Underſtandings to the him w 
Lord, and that in order, to be taught by the Lord : him w 
For our Lord faith, John vi. 45. It is written in abave 
to hin 
And, ſeeing the Promiſe js univerſal, every one of ſent o 
us is warranted to give up ourſelves to the Lord, are — 
our E 
his Teaching the Heart gf the raſh ſhall underſtand Wor! 
Knowledge: Seeing God is the Teacher, and has and 1 
taken teaching Work in Hand, the moſt igno- 
rant Sinner, the dulleſt Scholar in all this Aſſem- 
bly, may take Encouragement from it; and every 
one of us may reſign and give up ourſelves to the 
Lord, to be taught of God; to ſee the Wonders 
of his Law, and to know the Myſteries of the 


and Prudent, and revealed unto Babes. He hath 
faid, I will give them an Heart to know me, that 1 
am the Lord; I uill betrothe thee unto me in loving 
Kindne/5, and thou ſbalt know the Lord. But then 


him for our God and Portion in Chriſt's Right; of 
whom it is ſaid, as the new Covenant-Head, He 
ſhall ery unto me, Thou art my Father, my God, and 
thayRock of my Salvation, Pſalm Ixxxix. 26. This 


is the Shout and Cry of the elder Brother, and all 


fing, Thau art my Father, my God, and the Rock 
of my. Sal vation. In the Right of his eternal Son 


we. 


| . k 1 
we may and ought to chuſe God for our God, his 
Word for our Rule, his Spirit for our Guide, his 
Glory for our laſt and higheſt End. But then we 
are to give our Conſciences'to the Lord, to re- 
ceive his Orders, and to be a faithful Deputy for 
him in our Soul; our Affections to him, to fear 
him with a holy filial and reverential Fear, to love 
him with a ſuperlative Love, and to delight in him 
above all Things. We are to give our whole Soul 


to him in all its Powers and Faculties, and to pre- 
© ſent our Bodies to him in all its Members. e 
are to give our Ears to him, to hear his Goſpel; 
our Eyes to him, to read his Word and behold his 
Works; our Feet, to run his Errands; our Lips 


and Tongues, to praiſe him, to pray to him, and 
to commend him to others. We are to give our 
whole Man unto the Lord, as a living Sacrifice 
acceptable to God through Jeſus Chriſt, which is 
our reaſonable Service. n 


5thly. This Article of Dedication is likeways 


expreſſed in Scripture by a joining ourſelves to the 
Lord in a perpetual Covenant never to be 1 


Jer. I. 5. This Exerciſe, of joining ourſelves to 


the Lord, may either be taken for the uniting Act 
of Faith, according to andther' Reading of the 
Words, Come, and let us join ourſelves to the Lord, 
the perpetual Covenant ſhall not be forgotten. Let us 
join ourſelves to Fehovah, by believing the Promiſe, 


and truſting in the Perſon of Chriſt the new Co- 


venant-Head, for the everlaſting Covenant made 
with Chriſt ſhall not be forgotten of God, and we 


may build our Hope for Eternity upon the Promiſe 


of God, and his Covenant that ſtands faſt with 


Chriſt. God will be ever mindful of his Cove- 
nant; it is the Chief of his Ways. Or, as it ſeems 
to be more agreeable to the Scope of the Place; 


Come, 


— 


/ 
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Came, and let us join ourſelves ta the Lord by a Co- 
venant of Duty never to be fotgotten, but to be 
temembred, by us, as a ſacred Bond of our Depen- 
ding upon the Grace of Chriſt and his Strength: 
cleaving to him with Purpoſe of Heart, and daily 
paying ing Ys Vows we have come under to the 1 
his is a Joining ourſelves to the Train and Re- 
tinue of the Lamb, that ſtands upon the Mount 
Zion, and with him an hundred and forty and four 
Thoulznd, having his Father's Name written in 
their Foreheads, Rev. xiv. 1. It is a Joining our- 
ſelves to the Witneſſes of Chriſt, and to the Wit- 
neſles of Scorl/and's, Englend's, and Ireland's covenane 
ted Reformation: : A Joining ourſelves to the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, to the Confaſſors and Martyrs of 


| Jeſus, by delieving and adhering to the ſame Caule 


of Chriſt which they witneſſed for, and for which 


they took joyfully the ſpoiling of their Goods; 


by profeſling the ſame Faith, Doctrine, Diſcipline, 
Worſhip and Government which the Martyrs of 
Jeſus both contended and ſuffered for in this Land: 
A Joining ourſelves to Chriſt, as our Sin-ſubduing 
Lord, and the Captain of our Salvation: 4 
oining ourſelves to thoſe Armies that are in 
ven riding on white Horſes, who follow him 
whoſe Name is faithful and true, and who is King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords. It is a Join- 
ing ourſelves to Jchovab, to ſerve him, to love the 
Name of Jehovah, and to: be bis Servants, 4/a. Ivi. 


* O how bleſſed an Exerciſe is this under the In- 
fluence of the Spirit of Promiſe ? To ſerve him in 
Seen a Bond of Service, Duty, and Love; to 
ſerve him is the choiceſt Liberty, and to love 
him is to breathe in the Air of Heaven; for as Love 
perfected iu the Church triumphant, ſo in 
that * his PNG ſha] ſee bis Face; and Love 


will be 
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to him, and the praiſing of him will there for ever 
be the Exerciſe of the general Aſſembly of the 
Church of the Firſt-born that are written in Hea- 
ven. It is only, under the Influence of the Spirit 
of Promiſe that we can mint at this Duty, that we 
can join ourſelves to the Lord in a Covenant never 
to be forgotten. It will never be forgotten by God, 
and it muſt. not be forgotten by us; and to encou- 
rage our Faith, and excite our Dependence on 
Chriſt, let us look to him, let us walk up and down 


in his Name, making Mention of his Righteouſneſs. 


even of his only. | 
ticle of Dedication, - to which we ſwear in our vow- 


ing and ſwearing to the Lord of Hoſts. 
34/5. In this Vow and Covenant we ſwear, not 
only to an Article of Acceptation, to an Article of 
Dedication, but alſo we ſwear to an Article of Re- 
nunciation. 


that other Lords beſide him have had the Dominion 


over us, but reſolve that now, by his Grace, we will 
make only Mention of his Name, Ja. xxvi. 3. It 


is to be our Work to rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and to 


So much for a Hint of this Ar- 


We muſt all acknowledge to our God, 


renounce all Confidence in the Fleſh, to deny. our- ' 


ſelves, renouncing our Self-Righteouſneſs, Self- 


Seeking, and Self-Confidence,; we muſt: renounce” 


all our ſpiritual Enemies, ſuch as the Devil, the. 
World, and the Fleſh ; the Luſt of the Eye, the 
Luſt of the Fleſh, and the Pride of Liſe, and, in 
the Name and Strength of the Captain of Salvation, 
we are to maintain a Warfare againſt Principa 


lities 
and Powers, and the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 


World; we mult lay aſide every "wg and the 


Sin that doth moſt eaſily beſet us, and reſolve, in 


the Strength of Grace, to be upright before the 


Lord, and to keep ourſelves from our own Iniquity. 
As this Work is great, ſo there is Furniture and 
4 G Proviſion 


N 


- 
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WE 
Proviſion in the new Covenant, to enable us 10 
renounce all the Enemies of Chriſt, and to take the 
Field againſt all the Legions of Hell in us or around 


us, Hoſea xiv. 4, 5, 8. Verſes compared; I will 


heal their Backſliding, 1 will love them freely / for mine 
Anger is turned away from him. I will be as the Dew 
to Iſrael Ephraim ſhall ſay, What have J any 
nicre to do with Tlols ? Under the Influences of the 
holy Spirit, wherein Chriſt is as the Dew to Iſrael; 

we may ſay, and ſhall ſay it, What have I any 
more to do with Idols? 
Dew that lies all Night on their Branches; he 
will be as the Dew in his enlightening Grace, his 
Heart-drawing Grace, his Heart-melting and Heart- 


- l Grace, coming down upon their Branches. 


hen ſhall Yael ſay, What have I any more to 

o with Idols ? I have had too much to do with 
Idols, too long to do with Tdols : But ſeeing 
Jehova will heal my Backſlidings, and love me 
freely, What then have I any more to do with 1- 
dols 7 ? Then ſhall Ephraim ſay, in the, Strength of 
his Grace, who is as the Dew to Iſrael, I will have 
no more to do with Idols, I will have no Confidence 


in myſelf for Righteouſneſs and Strength, but I will 


lift up mire Eyes to the Hills, from whence cometh 
mine Aid. He is as the green Fir-Tree, from whom 
my Fruit and Fruitfulneſs is found; and therefore, 
under the Influence of his Grace, Ephraim is made 
to ſay, I will have no more to do with Idols, but, 


through Grace, fix all my Confidence, Faith and 


Hope upon the God of Heel, bleſs myſelf in him, 
6 glory in his holy Name. Surely ſhall Tſrael ſay, 
In e have 1 Righteouſr:e/5 and Strength. W hat 
have I to do to idolize any Thing in the Place of 
Chriſt ? What have Ito do to draw Comfort from 
the Creature ? What have I to do to dolize the 
World, 


He will be to Iſrael as the 
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World, that is but 2 and very Vanity ? 
What have I any more todo with Pane ys 
for Work or Warfare, but to truſt in ehovab's All- 
Sufficiency for whatever he calls unto? Ephraim 
ſhall ſay, What have I any more to do with Idols? 1 
have no more to do with the Pleaſures of Sin for a 
Seaſon ;. no more to do with the Prince of the Pow- 
er of the Air, but to declare War againt Sin and 
the Kingdom of Darkneſs. What have I to do to 
have any Confidence in any other but in the Lord . 
Fehovah alone, the God of Iſrael, to put my Con- 
fidence under the Wings of the God of //rgel,. un- 
der which I am now come to hve, I am now come 
to die, and am now come to ſpend an Eternity ? 
Or thrqugh grace, I am now made to ſay, Iwill 
truſt under the Wings of the God of //-ae/, in him 
will J bleſs myſelf, and in him will I glory. 

But we return to ſhew, that, our Vowing and 
Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts is a ſolemn Part of 
religious Worſhip ; and it will appear, if we con- 
ſider, that it is not only a Swearing to the Lord, 
but, 4thly. it is a Swearing by the Lord, a Swearing 
by the great Name of the Lord our God, as you 
have it in Jer. iv. 2. And thou ſhalt fwedy he Lord 
liveth in Truth,” in Judgment, and in Righteouſneſs ; 
the Nations ' ſhall bleſs themſelves in him, and in hin 
ſhall they glory. Deut. vi. 13. & x. 20. Thou ſhalt 
fear the Lord thy God; bim ſhalt thou ſerve, and 
to him ſhalt thou cleave, and ſwear by his Name. 
It is then a Swearing the Lord liveth, a Swearing 
by the living and true God, in Oppoſition to all 1 
dols and fall Gods; it is a Swearing by the Name 
of the Lord our God: And thus it is a moſt ſolemn: - 
Declaration of our Faith of his Being and Exiſtence, 
and a ſolemn Appeal to his Omniſcience as to the 
Sincerity of our Reſolutions and Purpoſes, ſo fat 

. , 4 


F 

as we can know our own treacherous Hearts; and 
a Calling upon his Holineſs and Juſtice to avenge 

erfidious and treacherous Dealing in his Covenant. 

he Connection is remarkable; T hou ſhalt ſwear the 
Lord liveth, and the Nations ſhall bleſs themſelves in 
him ; that is, when Strangers to Chriſt are Wit- 
neſſes to the Solemnity, and to the appearing. Seri- 
ouſneſs in which you, ſwear by the Lord, and ob- 
ſerve how TY you walk in an Agreeable- 
neſs to the Impreſſions you age to have on your 
Spirits, of the infinite Majeſty, Holineſs, and Grace 
of God, it will provoke and encourage them to ask 
the Way to Zion, to uſe the Means eee 
with Chriſt; and, having met with him in his Word 
of Grace, the Nations will bleſs themſelves in him; 
and place all their Happineſs in his Favour, and glo- 
ry in his Righteouſneſs alone? They will bleſs the 
Lord they ever heard of Chriſt, and of the Way of 
Salvation through him; they will place all their 
Confidence in him; they will glory in him, in 
what he has done, in what he is doing, in what he 
has promiſed to do, and really will do for the Ends 
of his Glory, and for their Good, in Time and to 
Eternity. So mueh for a Hint at the firſt Thing 

ropoſed on this Head, which was to ſpeak a 
fare of the Nature of our Swearing to the Lord of 
Hoſts. | 
| We ſhould now proceed to the /econd Thing up- 
on this Head, namely, to conſider the Matter of 
this Bond and Oath before us ; but, before we enter 
on this, we ſhall firſt lay down two or three Remarks 
for our Inſtruftion. And, in the 1/t Place, 

Me remark, that a perſonal Covenant, and this 
ſolemn Oath and Covenant that we are to enter in- 
to jointly and together, are of one and the ſame 
Kind and Nature ; only whereas; in a perſonal Co- 
venant, 
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venant, there is but one Perſon that vows and ſwears 

to the Lord, but in this there are many Perſons 

jouning together about the ſame Part of religious 
hi 


Worſhip. The Parties, joining in this Vow and 
Oath, are juſt all in this Land, or the neighbour- 


ing Lands, who have been helped by Grace to'take 


hold of God's Covenant of Promiſe, and in his 
Strength are reſolved to cleave to the Whole of his 
Truths, even to ſuch Truths as are reckoned by ſome 
to be of ſmall Conſequence ; all ſuch as buy the 
Truth at any Rate, and reſolve to fell it at no 
Rate; and ſuch as will not give up- with the Order 
and Government of Chriſt's Houſe, and are 3 
to bind themſelves to theſe Duties by the Oath | 
God. A perſonal Covenant, then, is between the 


Lord and one fingle Perſon, tranſacted in a moſt 


ſecret Manner ; but here there may be many, and 
it is to be lamented that ſo few are diſpoſed for this 
Work at this Day. -It is to be wiſhed, that ſuch 
as defire to own the Cauſe of Chriſt may offer them- 
ſelves willingly to this Work. As two are better 
than one, ſo, the more of the Owners of Chriſt's 
Cauſe that ſhall be directed to join in this ſolemn 
Work, it will make the more publick the Confeſ- 
fion of his Name ; and may be a Mean of ſtrength- 
ning one another's Hands, in witneſſing for his 
Truth and Cauſe at this Day, when ſo many care 
for none of theſe Things. | 

24ly, We remark, that as perſoral Covenanting 
and national Covenznting are much of the ſame Na- 
ture and Kind, only different in ſome Circumſtances, 
the one being done in ſecret, the other in publick ; 
{o we remark, that Covenanting, in its Nature, and 
in the Nature of Things, goes in a due Order before 
communicating and ſitting down at the Table of the 
Lord; perſonal Covenanting muſt go along with 


1 N OS 
our Jen at his Table. We are to examine our- 
0 


ſelves and fo to eat of that Bread, and drink of that 
Cup : And as Examination is neceſſary, ſo our fe- 
newing our Engagements to be the Lord's ought 
, likeways to $924 the other, becauſe, in ſitting 
don at the Lord's Table, we take the Seal of his 
Covenant ; and, if we be not in Covenant with him, 
our Joining in the ſolemn Ordinance of his Supper 


is nothing more than ſealing of a Blank, Thus, 1 


ſay, there is at leaſt a Neceſſity for perſonal Cove» 
© nanting preceeding Communicating, and now Pro- 


vidence has opened a Door for renewing our ſolemn” 


national Vows, for our Saying, Come, and let us join 
eurſelves to the Lord in a perpetual Covenant never tobe 
forgotten: Come, and let us cleave to him, and a- 
vouch him as our God beſore the World; let us 
confeſs his Name before the World in a Day when 
it is ſo openly denied; let us go up to the Houſe of 
the God of Jacob, and there he will teach us of his 
Ways. It may be very deſirable, if the Lord pre- 
pare the Hearts of his People to himſelf, and take 
away the Iniquity that ſtands between him and vs, 
that.our publick Vowing go along with our publick 
Communicating. _ 8 


34ly. We remark, that, as to our Entring into 


this Bond of the Covenant, there are many Difficul- 
ties in our Way, and becauſe of all theſe we have 
Need to ſeek to the Lord in the Actings of Faith, 
in the Duty of Faſting and Humiliation, that he 
may teach us a right Way. We are in Danger 
of raſh approaching on the one Hand, and we are 
in Danger of Slackneſs and Remiſneſs, and of ne- 
glecting preſent Duty, on the other: By our Slack- 
neſs we may come to Joſe the Seaſon of this Du- 
ty; every Thing is beautiful in its Seaſon, and cer- 
tainly this Duty mult alſo be beautiful in its own 
| Seaſon : 


8 | 

Seaſon : We are in pale be being involved in 
Difficulties, arid therefore we need to look to the 
Lord, to ſhew us his Way, as we find Ezra did at 
the River Abuva, as we may fee in the 8th Ghap- 
ter of his Book, and 21ſt Verſe. At that Time 
there were few of the Sons of Levi, who ought to 
have been moſt foreward in this Work of going u 
to Jeruſalem to repair the Houſe of the Lord, * 
therefore he ſent for Miniſters, as in the 17th 
Verſe. How much is this the Caſe with us? At 
this Day there are few of the Sens of Levi, few. 
Miniſters to own this folemn Work of renewing . 
our Covenants with the Lord ; But, alas ! ſome o+ 
them, who once appeared zealous for his Cauſe, - 
are now opening their Mouths in the moit reviling 
Way and Manner againſt the ſame ; and endeavour 
to palliate the DefeRions of the Day, to hide their 
own Shame, in not coming out to the Help of the 
Lord againſt the Mighty. You ſee then what Courſe 
Ezra took in the 21ſt Verſe; Then I proclaimed a 
Faſt there, at the River Ahava, jhat we might affid 
ourſelves befare our God, to ſeek of him a right Way 
for us, and for. our little Ones, and for all our Sub- 
ſtance, We are then to mint, in his Strength, to 
faſt before the Lord our God, and to inquire of 
him a right Way for ourſelyes at this Day. Lou 
fee Hara was aſhamed to require of the King a Band 


of Soldiers and Horſemen to help him againſt the 


Enemy in the Way, becauſe they had ſaid to the 
King, The Hand of our God is upon all them for Good 
that ſeek him ; but his Power and his Wrath is againſt 
all them that forſake him. Verſe 22. So we faſted 
and beſought our God for this, and he was intreated of 


us. We are then to take the Courſe that Ezra © 


was directed to take, which was better to him, and 


may be ſo, by God's Bleſſing, to us , than tho' he 


ou 


hoo SG Io 
or we had many Bands of Soldiers. What then 
is the End and Deſign of the Faſt * Why, it is to 
inquire. of the Lord a right Way for ourſelves in 
a Day of fo many, Difficulties. In the firſt Place, 
It is to ſee that our Help or Sufficiency is noway 
in ourſelves, for this great and folemn Work which 


we have in View; our Help to prepare for if is not 


in ourſelves, no more than Ezra's, who knew not 
how to be carried through ſo many Enemies and 
Obſtructions in his Way. And are we not ready 
to be turned aſide, ejther by Raſhneſs on the one 


and, or Remiſneſs on the other. Thus we muſt. 


wholly diſtruſt ourſelves, and ſee that all Furniture, 
Strength, Righteouſneſs and Salvation is with him: 
For the Hand of our God is on all that ſeek him for 
Good. His ſtrengthning Hand, his healing Hand, 
his helping Hand, his Oey Hand, his through- 
bearing Hand is upon all that | 
upon all that ſeek him as their Reſt, that ſeek him 
as their All; that ſeek him in Chriſt, where only 
he is to be found. 2dlj. It is to have ſome ſtayed 
Thoughts, what we are that are the Parties who 
are to join in that ſolemn Bond. Why? You ſee 


who they are in the Preamble of that Bond: We 


all and every one of us, tho* ſenſible of the Deceitfulneſs 
of our own Heart. We have, deceitful Hearts all 


of us, and the Parties who may join in this Work, 


are ſuch as have deceitful Hearts, and are ſenſible 
that their Hearts are deceitful above all Things, 
and deſperately wicked, and therefore need Vows 
and Covenants, Bonds of God's own Appointment, 
in an evangelical Way, to be made Uſe of to bind 
them faſter to the Lord. And what Need have 
we of the Spirit of Faith, and of Goſpel-Humiliati- 
on, that we may ly in the Duſt before the Lord, 
ia a Senſe of the Corruption of our Natures, and 


eek him for Good; 


of 


| K Fn 
of the Deceitfulneſs of our Hearts? But then, 3dly. 
our Faſting, and Afflicting ourſelves, imply our 
Acting Faith upon God's Promiſe of finding our 
Way. We have been Covenant-Breakers, and ſo 
loſt our Way, and have dealt very 3 


with our God. Our Way is very dark and diffi- 


cult, if we conſider that we are Sinners in the firſt 
Adam, and, by our Unbelief, have rejected preci- 

ous. Chriſt the ſecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven. 
Innumerable perſonal Evils compaſs us about; and 
we have our Hand deeply dipt in all the Provoca- 
tions of the Day and Time wherein we live: We 
are the Men and Women that have finned againſt. 
the Lord God of 1Fael, with us are found many. 
and great Tranſgreſſions againſt the Lord our God: 


e with our Fathers have ſinned ; we have been too 


long the Workers of Iniquity. Let us look back then 
to what we are by Nature, and to what we have 


done by our Sins of Heart and Life, in Thought, 


Word and Action; by all which we have been 
drawing down the Lord's righteous Anger and Diſ- 
pleaſure upon ourſelves and theſe Lands: But, we 
ſay, our Faſting, and Afflicting ourſelves; imply the 


acting of Faith upon God's Promiſe of finding out 
Way. Why! Where is the Promiſe, then, of 


guiding us in the right Way ? We may ſee it in 


a the 5 oth Chapter of Jer. 4 and 5 Verſes, In thoſe 


Days the Children of Ifrael ſhall come, they and the 
Children of Judah together: They ſhall att the Way 
to Zion with their Faces thitherward; &. Here it 
is promiſed of 17ae/ and Fudah, they ſhall come ; 
whatever Obſtructions may be in the Way, they 
ſhall came, ſaith the Lord. What Obſtructions may 


be in the Way of the On-going of this 8 
We 


ing Work of Reformation, we cannot tell; but we 
hope the Time will come, when {/rae/ and Judab, 
53 1 5 H Scotland _ 
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Scotland and other Nations joining with her, ſhall 


come asking the Way to Zion, with their Faces 


thitherward. For this End let it be our Concern 
to behold the Lamb of God that taketh away the 
Sin of the World, that he may take away our 
Sins, and the Sins of theſe Lands, as in one Day; 
and bring us to join ourſelyes unto the Lord, in a 


rpetual Covenant, never to be forgotten. 80 
much for the Remarks. | 


We now proceed, by divine Aſſiſtance, to ſpeak 
of the Matter of the Oath and Bond under Conſi- 
deration ; and this Bond contains nothing but what 
is laid down in the Word of Ged, and therefore 


the Matter of it is morally binding upon each of 


our Conſciences, whether we explicitly enter into 

it or not. This we ſhall endeavour to ſhew as we 

go along, and as the Lord aſſiſteth. | 
The Bond may be divided into three Parts. 1/7. 


The Preface or Preamble of the Bond. 2dly. The 


explicit Matter of the Bond. 3dly. The Concluſion 
of the Bond. Of each of theſe we ſhall endeayour 
to ſpeak a little for Explication. And, 

Firſt, The Preface or Preamble of the Bond, 


which runs in theſe Words: We, all and every one of 


us, tho" ſenſible of the Unbelief and Deceitfulne/s of 
our own Hearts, and however frequently perplexed with 
Doubts and Fears anent our actual Believing ; yet, de- 
firing to eſſay, in the Lord's Strength, und in Obegi- 


ence to his Cammand, to glorify God, by believing his 
Mord of Grace contained in his Covenant of Promiſe, 
and, in the Faith of his Promiſe, to devote ourſelves 


unto the Lord in a Covenant of Duty. 

Now, in this Preface we may notice, in the firſt 
Place, the Parties entring into this Bond and Co- 
venant, we, all and every one ef us. 2dly. Their 
Character: (1.) They are no other than ſinful m 

F an 
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and Women, who have fallen in the firſt Adam, and 
who have deceitful and unbelieving Hearts; (2.) 
aces T7 are ſuch as, in ſome Meafure; are ſenſible of 


* the Deceitfulneſs and Unbelief of their own Hearts: 
the 3.) They are ſuch as may have Doubts about 
_ their actual Believing : (4.) They are ſuch as de- 
ay ; fire to eſſay to glorify God ; 1. By believing his 
in a Word of Grace contained in his Covenant of Pro- 


miſe ; 2. They deſire, in the Faith of his Promiſe, 
to devote themſelves to the Lord in a Covenant of 


eak Duty; and (3.) we may notice the Way and Man- 
fi- ner they are eſſaying all this: Why ? It is in the 
hat Lord's Strength, and in Obedience to his Com- 
fore mand. 5 5 8 4 
of But then, Secondly, as we have the P reface/#ſo 
into we have the explicit Matter of the Bond, which we 
we propoſed alſo to explain a little; and the Bond, as 
a to the explicit Matter of it, may be again divided 
1ſt. | into two Parts. /f. There is in it a ſolemn De- 
The claration and Profeſſion of, our eſſay ing, through 
— Grace, to take hold of God's gratious „ ru, by 


Faith, as the ſame is revealed to us in the glorious 
Goſpel. But, 2dly. in this explicit Matter of the 
Bond, there is likeways-a ſolemn Oath and Promiſe, 
in which we, in the Strength of Grace, devote our- 
ſelves to the Lord in a Covenant of Nuaypſolemnly 
promiſing and ſwearing; that we, in the Mength of 
his promiſed Grgee, | ſball walk in his Ways, keep bis 
+ Judgments and Commandments, and hearken to his Voice. 

Of each of theſe in Order. And. TE 
Firſt, We are to make a ſolemn Declaration and. 
- - Profeſſion of our eſſaying, through Grace, to take 
hold, by Faith, of God's gracious Covenant reveal- 
ed to us in the glorious Goſpel. And here we ſhall 
notice ſome Things for clearing this Matter. In 
the firſt Place, we haye the Solemuity of this De- - 
Bent Gs 8 __ claration 
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claratidn and Profeſſion of our Faith in God's Co- mong th 
venant of Promife ; and this is expreſſed in the fol- and beſc 
lowing Words. We do, with our Hands lifted up to thipping 
- the Moſt. High God, hereby profeſs, and before God, Behavio! 
Angels, and Men, folemnly declare, that, through the 10: For 
| Grace of God, and according to the Meaſure of” his on her J 
Grace given unto us, we do, with our whole Hearts, Woman 
take hold of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, as the ping Afi 
only Propitiation for our Sins ; his Righteouſneſs, as ordinari 
as the only Foundation of our Acceſs to and Acceptance [© Attire 
with God his Covenant of free and rich Promiſes, as And it ĩ 


our only Charter for the heavenly Inheritance; his 

Ward, for our perfect and only Rule of Faith and Prac- 

** ; his Spirit, for our alone Guide to lead us into 
lll Truth revealed in his holy Ward, unto which nothing 

R at any Time is to be added, whether by new Revelati- 


neſſes o 
ments \ 
Object 
claratio 


Moſt H 


\ 
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ons of the Spirit, or Traditions f Men. We avouch ſole Ob 
the Lord to be aur God, &xe. | athly. 
Now we. have, 1/t. in this folemn Declaration Declar: 
and Profeſſion, the Solemnity of it pointed out to profeſs, 
us, in that it is made with our Hands lifted up to of God 
the Moſt High God; with Hands lifted up, and fices; 
therefore with the Solemnity of an Oath; for the the Lo 
Angel of the Covenant, Rev. x. who appears c- the Ma 
thed with a Claud, and having a Rainbow: upon his "Wſon; 
Head, whoſe Fate is as the Sun, and his Feet as Pil. and NM 
Lars of Fire, he lifted up his Hand to Heaven, when ding t 
he did ſwear by him that liveth for ever and ever.  MWunto 1 
And the Lifting up of our Hands is an Expreſſion but in 
of the Lifting up of our Souls to the Moft High the M 
God in the Acts of Faith, Love, Obedience, Re. Meaſu 
verence,. and godly Fear. 2dly. We may notice out o 
the Witneſſeſs before whom this ſolemn Declara- MW pgracio 
tion and Profeſſion is made. It is before God, W this (c 
Angels, and Men; before God, who is the Sear- in a 
cher of Hearts, and who is graciouſly preſent a- 


mong 


* 


. 
mong the worſhipping Aſſemblies of his People; 


and before Angels, who attend the publick wor- 
ſhipping Aſſemblies of the Church, and obſerve our 


Behaviour and Deportment, as we ſee in 1 Gor. xi. 


10. For this Cauſe ought the Woman to have Power 
on her Head, becauſe of the Angels ; that is, the 
Woman's Head ought to be covered in worſhip- 
ing Aﬀemblies, becauſe ſome of rhe Angels are 
ordinarily preſent in them, and obſerve the decent 
Attire and Behaviour of Goſpel- W orſhippers : 
And it is alſo before Men, becauſe we are all Wit 
neſſes one againſt another, of the ſolemn Engage- 
ments we come _ z3dly. We may notice the 
Object of our Wor ip, to whom this ſolemn De- 
claration and Profeſſion is made. Why ? It is to the 
Moſt High God, the only living and true God, the 
ſole Object of all religious Worſhip and Adoration. 
4thly. We may notice the Matter of this ſolemn 
Declaration and Profeſſion ; and, 1. we ſolemnly 
profeſs, that, through Grace, we believe on the Son 
of God, and take hold of him in his Perſon and Of- 
fices; 2. That, through Jeſus Chriſt, we avouch 
the Lord to be our God, 5thly. We may notice 
the Manner of this ſolemn Declaration and Profeſ- 


fion ; and it is to be done in the Goſpel-Method + 


and Manner, namely, through Grace, and accor- 
ding to the Meaſure of the Grace of God given 
unto us. It is not to be done in our own Strength, 
but in the Strength of Grace, and according to 
the Meaſure of Grace given to us, according to the 
Meaſure of Grace we have been helped to receive, 


out of the Fulneſs of Grace that is in Chriſt, the 


gracious Head of the new Covenant; to ſet about 
this ſolemn. Work otherways, 
in a Goſpel-Manner. 


But, 


ere to do it noet 


* 
— a pry 
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But that we may diſcourſe a little farther concern- 
ing this ſolemn Declaration and Profeſſion, we ſhall 

endeavour, by the Lord's Aſſiſtance, rſt, to ſhew 
that ĩt was the Practice of the Lord's People, in en- 
tring into a Covenant of Duty, to profeſs theit 
Faith in God's Covenant of Promiſe, and to a 
vouch the Lord, through Jeſus Chriſt, to be their 
God: 2d. Explain more particularly the Mat- 
ter contained in this ſolemn Declaration and Pro- 
feſſion. | | : 

We proceed to the firſt of theſe, namely, To ſhew 
that it was the Practice of the Lord's People, in en, 
tring into a Covenant of Duty, to proſeſs their Faith 
in God's Covenant of Promiſe, and to avouch the 
Lord, through Jeſus Chriſt, for their God. We 
ſee this goes firſt in Order, if we are helped to 
manage it in a Goſpel Way and Manner : And this 
will appear, if we conſider ſome of the Covenants 
that the. Church and People of God entred into, 
as we may ſee, 2 Chron, xv. 12. where we have an 
Account of the Covenant they entred into in the 
Days of A/a. And they entred into a Covenant, to ſeek 
the Lord God of their Fathers with all their Heart. By 
this Seeking of the Lord, you are to underſtand the 
whole of religious. Worſhip and Duty. The Co- 
venant of Duty they entred into, was to ſeek the 
Lord with all their Heart; to ſeek him in Chriſt; 
to ſeek him according to the Revelation he had 
made of himſelf in the Covenant he had made 
with his eternal Son -before the Beginning of all 
Ages. You ſee the Object of their Worſhip was 
the Lord God of {/rael; they were to act Faith 
upon him as the God of 1ſrael, as the Lord God 
of their Fathers. And how was he the Lord God 

of their Fathers, but in the Covenant he made with 
Abrabam? Which Covenant was ex preſſed to this 


Purpoſe: 


Purpoſ 
thy exce 
before 
this 7 
God ot 
Jacob. 
rectior 
not hea 
the Co. 
the Go 
dren 
Faith 
this C 
juſt a 
the G 
313 
nant b 
heep | 
Statut 


of God, the Cod of their Fathers. ' 
nant was made with the Lord their God, and the - 


"vg '6 
Purpdſe : 
thy exceeding great Reward. I am God Almighty, walk 
before me, and be thou perfect. In conſequence of 


this , Fehowah takes that Name to himfelf, The 


God of Abraham, the God of 1/avc, and the God of 
Jactb. Thus our Lord Jeſus proved the Reſur- 
rection of the Dead againſt the Sadducees ; Have jou 


nt heard that it is written, I am the God of Abraham, 


the God of Iſaac, and the God of Jacob ? He is not the 
the God of the Dead, but of the Living? The Chil- 
dren of | Believers are called the Children of the 


Faith of Abraham. Thus the very firſt Article of 


this Covenant of Duty, made in 4/a's Time, was 
juſt a Profeſſion of their acting Faith upon God as 
the God of their Fathers. See alſo 2 Chron. xxxiv. 
31. And the King ſtood in his Place, and made a Cove- 
nant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to 


keep his. Commandments, and his Teſtimonies, and his 
Statutes, with all his Heart, and avith all his Soul, to 


perform the Words of the Covenant which are written in 
this Book. Verſe 32. And he cauſed all that were 

preſent in Jeruſalem and Benjamin to ſtand to it, and the 
I e of Jeruſalem did according to the Covenant 
Why ? This Covg- 


very leading Article in it was their Faith in him as 
the Lord their God. And in like Manser we have 
it in the Book of Ezra; that Covenant that was 
made in the Time of Ezra was'to the ſame Purpoſe, 
as we may fee in the 10th Chapter of his Book: Now 
therefore let us make a Covenant with our God, to put 
away all the Wives, and fuch as are born of them, ac- 


"cording to the Counſel of my- Lord, and of ſuch as 


tremble at the Commandment of our Cod. Now. there- 
fore let us make a Covenant with our God. The Co- 
venant of Grace was, in the © Ds of it, pu- 


| Ville 7 


( 63 ) 
Far nt, Abraham, 7 am 6 Shield, and 


of his Grace, in doing his Commandments 


6 3 / 
bliſhed at Sinai, in theſe Words, Jam the Lord 15 | | 
God, which brought thee out of the Land of Egy pt, and 
-out of the Houſe of Bondage. This was the erat 
2 of this Covenant of Duty which was made in 
the Days of Ezra, namely, to lay hold on God's 
| Covenant made with Chriſt, to take or acknowledge 
God as their God in Chriſt. They were to act Faith 
on him as the Lord their God: He gave us ont the 
Law at Mount Sinai, juſt as it were ingrafted upon 
| Goſpel-Grace, that we might walk in the Sreng 


the ſame Purpoſe you may ſee, Neh. x, 28, 29. and 
P/alm Ixxvi. 11. Kow, and pay to the Lord your God ; 
let all that be round about him bring Preſents to him that 
ought to be feared. © We can never voy aright, un- 
leſs we act Faitk upon the Lord as our God, and 
we will never, pay. our Vows unleſs we act Faith 
upon him as our God. Vow to the Lord your 
God, and pay. So we ſee. that the Church and 
People of God, in renewing their Covenants, had 
it for their Practice to act Faith upon God's Cove- 
nant of Promiſe, and to avouch the Lord, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, to be their God: And ſo it is expreſ- 
ſed in the Bond unden Conſideration; We db, in the 
Strengtb of Grace, and according to the Meaſure of 
Grace given unto us. take hold of the Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
&c. Some may miſtake theſe Exprefſ ons, and, 
think them ſtrong, and that they point forth that FF ” 
none are to enter into this Bond, as it is laid, except 
they have Aſſurance of their being in a State of 
Grace: But it may be conſidered, in the firſt Place, 
that, when the Preface of the Bond is compared 
with the Declaration, it will appear that d6ubting } 
Chriſtians may join in this folemn Work ; for the 
Parties entring into this Bond are ſuch Who EH de- 
| ceitful unbelieving Hearts, who are ſenſible of  : 
ay | the 


| 
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the Deceitfulneſs and Unbelief of their Hearts, and 
who frequently have Doubts and Fears anent their 
actual Believing ; yet they deſire to eſſay to glori- 
fy God by Believing ; and it cannot be queſtioned, 
but it is our Duty to eſſdy to believe in the Strength 
of Grace, and according to the Meaſure of God's 
Grace given us. 2dly. It muſt be conſidered,” that 
we can eſſay no Duty but in the Strength of Grace, 
and according to the Meaſure of Grace given unto 
as. If we fit down at the Table of the Lord, we 
muſt eſſay, in the Strength of Grace, to take hold 
of Cbril. and we muſt do it according to the 
eaſure of Grace given to us; for there is a par- 
ticular Application in Faith, and we muſt do it ac- : 
cording to the Meaſure of Grace given to us, tho! 
it be ſmall like a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, like the” 
fnoking Flax, even ſo ſmall, that perhaps it is, for 
ordinary, out of Sight with us whether we have a- 
ny Grace at all; yet it muſt be according to the 
Meaſure of Grace we have received, and not what 
* others have received, becauſe there is a particular 
Application in Faith; and ſo we muſt believe for 
ourſelves, and none other can believe for us. 3d, ö 
It muſt be conſidered, that the Deſign of this ſo- 
lemn Declaration is not to declare that we have 
actually believed, which is clear, as have ſhewn . * 


hat , from comparing the Preface and Declaration toge- 
ept ther; but it is to make an Eſſay at actual Believing, 
of which cannot miſs to be our Duty; and thoſe who - 
ce, are in Doubts anent their actual Believing may and 
ed ought to eſſay actual Believing, and in our Eſſay 
ng at Believing we are to expreſs our Faith, and not 
he 4 to hamper the Expreſſions of our Faith with Ex- 
e- preſſions of our Unbelief. 45. We find the 


4 Old Teſtament Church expreſſin 5 their Faith in go- 
4M mg about this Duty, as is clear from the Scriptutes 
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(% us. \ 


| we have noticed: And why ſhould not the New 


Teſtament Church profeſs and expreſs their Faith 


in going about this Duty? Ezra x. 2. Now there- 


fore let us mate a Covenant with the Lord our God. 


They could not acknowledge the Lord to be their 


God, but according to the Meaſure of Grace they 
had received, no more than we; and their Avouch- 


ing the Lord for their God, implies their taking hold 
0 


Chriſt by Faith, in the. Strength of Grace, and 
according to the Meaſure of the Grace of God 
which they had received; and ſo are we to eſſay 


the ſame Duty, in the Strength of Grace, as well as 


they did before us. By this you may ſee that theſe 


Words are neceſſary in the Bond, and it could 


not have been otherways, if done in a Goſpel- 
Way. We muſt go about this ſolemn Duty in a 
Way bodding Good at the Hand of God, not in a 


doubting Way. Whatever Toſſings we have with 


* XY 


our Unbelief, let us not 19 it in when we are 
to make a ſolemn Profeſſion of our Faith in Chriſt; 


but let us ſet about this Duty, bodding well of his 


Grace. We muſt not ſay, If we have Grace, we 
take hold of Chriſt, and of the Covenant made 


with him; if we have Grace, we believe in Chriſt: 


That is juſt a mixing Unbelief with our Faith: 


This is no ſuitable Form of Speech to bring before 
God. How would a Maſter take it off the Hand 
ol his Servant, if, concerning his Commandment, 


the Servant ſhould ſay, If I obey you, I do obey ? 


We mult not fay, If we have already believed, 


we take hold of God's Covenant of Grace, and 
devote ourſelves to the Lord in a Covenant of Du- 
ty; but that we dgfire, in the Strength of Grace, 


to glorify God by preſent Believing his Word of 
Grace, We never owed ſo much to Unbelief, as 


to foſter it in the ſolemn Profeſſion of our Faith. 


Have 


of the Lord's People, in entring 


1 (Pug 

Having thus ſhewn you, that it was the Practice 
into a Covenant of 
Duty, to pro feſs their Faith in God's Covenant of 
Promiſe, and to. avouch the Lord, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to be their God, we proceed, 2dly. by di- 
vine Aſſiſtance, to explain more. particularly the 
Matter contained in this ſolemn Declaration and 


Profeſſion of our Faith; in which, by a ſolemn Oath 


and Promiſe, we devote ourſelves to the Lord in 


a Covenant of Duty. We tell you, there is not 
one Word in it, but what is contained in the 
Word of God, and therefore we with Confidence 
open it up unto you. "the? . 
In this ſolemn Promiſe and Engagement to Du- 
ty we may notice, then, in the firſt Place; the So- 
lemnity of the Engagement. We. promiſe, and 
ſwear, by the great Name of the Lord our God, 
according to the Example of the Lord's People 
recorded in the Scripture, who came under an En- 
gagement to be the Lord's by a ſolemn Oath, 


; Palm cxix. 106. I have fworn, and I will perform, 


that I will keep thy righteous Fudgments. 4 
2dly. A Profeſſion of Faith in the Lord; for we 
ſwear by the great Name of the Lotd our God, and 
his Name is a great Name; it is wonderful, and un- 
ſpeakable by all created Beings; and we gre to 
make Mention of his Name, at all Times, with ho- 
ly Awe and Reverence, eſpecially in ſwearing by 
his Name. We fay, there is, in the Matter of 
this ſolemn Declaration and Profeſſion, a preſent 


| Profeſſion of Faith in the Lord as our God And 


here we may notice, 1. That Faith takes along its 
Helps and Auxiliaries with it, in as much as the 
Profeflion is madsthrough the Grace of God: And 
this anſwers to the Commandment given by Paul to 
Timothy, And thou Timothy, my Son, be ſtrong in the = 
3 | Grace 
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Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus. 2. It ſays, there is a 
Deniedneſs to Self, and Grace received; as if the 
Perſon ſhould ſay, O! It is but a ſmall Meaſure of 
Grace that I have received; but this muſt be $ 
an Exerciſe in the Strength of Chriſt, and in a 
Dependence upon the Fulneſs of Grace that is 
in him: And this Expreflion, 1n the Strength of 
Chriſt, and according to the Meaſure of Grace received, 
„ r in it Faith's Perſuaſion that there is a Ful- 
neſs of Grace, in Chriſt the Fountain of Grace, to 
carry us through this Duty, and a Concern that e- 
very Grain of Grace received may be in Exerciſe in 
this Duty of Lifting up the Hand to the Moſt High 
God. 3. It ſays, There is a Mint at a prefent 
Taking hold of the Perſon of Chriſt. We do, in 
the Strength of Grace, take hold of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as the alone Propitiation for our Sins. We 
take hold of his Perſon ; Faith receives him in his 
Perſon, John i. 14. The Word was made Fleſh, and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld his Glory All Thin 
were made by him who is the Word, and yet t 
Word was made Fleſh? We beheld his Glory, the 
Glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
. Grace and Truth. The Word, in the firſt Lan- 
guage, fi gnifies, We did take a ſtayed and fixed View 
of the Glory of Chriſt ; and thoſe who beheld his 

lory were the ſame Perſons of whom it is ſaid, 
that they received Chriſt, and believed on his Nane, 
Verſe 12. ſo that Faith is a preſent Believing. 
There muſt then be a Believing in the preſent Time; 
and this ought to bea believing Time with us : 
"Behold, now is the accepted Time; behold, now is the 
Day of Salvation ? But our Believing in the preſent 
Time, does not ſay that we believe with preſent 
Comfort, Senſe, or Feeling, No; there may be 
a Believing, and yet a Doubting; ſtrong * 
| ang 


ſtrong Faith; there is, I ſay, a preſent Mint at 


as our Lord, to rule us by his Word and Spirit, to 


ſus, who hath faid, I will ſave you from" all your 


| ( .).. EY 
and yet ſtrong Uiibelief, as you read of Heman- in 
the 77th Palm. He had ſtrong Doubts, and yet 


taking hold of the Perſon of Chriſt. It is a Scrip- 
ture Expreſſion, to take hold; let a Man take held of 
my Strength, that he may make Peace with me, ad 
he ſhall make Peace with me. Let him take hold 
of my Strength, that is, my eternal Son, the Horn 
of Salvation raiſed up in the Houſe of David. Faith 
is a Taking hold of Chriſt in his Perſon ; for we 
take hold of him as the true God and eternal Life ; 
we take hold of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt is 
called the Lord, which is the Rendring of 7ehove/ 
in the Old Teſtament. Why, then, we tuke hold 
of Jehovah, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the true God 
and eternal Life, as he is Lord of all, and as 
our Lord and our God. This was the Way that 
Thomas acted Faith upon him: Thomas -an/wered 
and ſaid; My Lord, und my God. We take hold of 
him as vur Lord and King, to rule over us, to ſub- 
due Sin in us, and to ſubdue our Hearts to himſelf; 


defend and protect us by his Almighty Power; as 
the Captain of the Lord's Hoſt, that is mighty to 
ſave. We take hold of him whoſe Name alone is 
Zehovah, the Moſt High over all the Earth. Who 
have more Need tq take hold of Him thgn we, to 
ſave us from the Guilt, from the Filth, and from 
the Power of Sin? We take hold of the Lord je- 


Uncleanneſſes. We take hold of a whole Chriſt, of 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the Meas, as well as 
Jeſus, and as Lord. Chriſt is a Greek Word, and 
ſignifies the Me/izs, the Anointed. We take hold 


of God's Anointed ; of him whom Cod has anoint- - 
ed as Mediator of the new Covenant, and to whom, 
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as ſuch, he has given the holy Spirit without Mea- 
ſure. , He was anointed to a threefold Office ; a- 
nointed to be our Prophet, to teach us; our Prieſt, 
to ſatisfy Juſtice for us, and to reconcile us to 
God; and, as our King, to ſubdue us to himſelf, 
and to rule us by his Word and Spirit. 
But then we take hold of him, in the fir/t Place, 
as the only Propitiaton for our Sins, as we have 
it, Rom. iii. 25. Whom God hath ſet forth to be a Pro: 
pitiation through Faith in his Bled, to declare his - 


Righteouſneſs for the Remiſſon of Sins that are paſt, 


through the Forbearance of God ; to declare, I ſay, 
41 this Time, his Righteouſneſs, that he might be juſt, 
and the Tuſtifier of him which believeth! in Feſus. 
We invite you, then, this Day, to take hold of 
him as the Propitiation for your Sins; we are juſti- 
fied. freely -by bis Grace, ſaith: the Apoſtle Paul to 


the Komans, How came you by Redemption? 


might one have faid. Why? ſaith he, through 
Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be à Propi- 
tiation for the Sins of ſinful Men of Adam's Family, 


and for me, Paul, as well as others, who myſelf 


was a Blaſphemer, but through his Propitiation I 
obtained Mercy. Here is a Call and Summons, to 
every Conſcience here, to believe in Jeſus : We 
call you, in his Name, to believe in Jeſus, and 
that with a particular Application to your own 


Souls. To whom is he ſet forth to be a Propi- 


tiation? Why ? It is juſt to the guilty Sinner, the 
Law- condemned Sinner: And we warn you, O 
Sinnner, that, if you be a final Rejecter of this 
Propitiation, to Hell you muſt go, for otherways 
God would not be juſt, and the Juſtifier of them 
that believe in Jeſus. There is no Way of being 


accepted- with God, but this Way, by this Propi- . « 


tiation that God hath ſet forth: And we make 
| Intimation to the vileſt Sinner in all this Company, 
Oaks | there 
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there is Help in God for you, through this Propi- 
tiation: If thy Conſcience, is awakned, you will 
perhaps think there is no Mercy with God for 
you. Are you then ſaying, There is no Help in 


God for me, who have run away all my Days om 


God? Why? Poor Sinner, we tell you, there is 
Mercy with him for you, tho' never ſo miſerable ; 


for he is juſt, and the Juſfifier of them which 


believe in Jeſus : He is juſt, but yet the Juſtifier 
of all ſuch as believe in Jeſus, as do venture up- 


on this . Propitiation ; venture, then, on [mmanu- 


el, God with us. TH * 
2dly. As we are to take hold of him as the 


only Propitiation for our Sins, ſo we profeſs here 


to take hold of his Righteouſneſs, as the only Foun- 


dation of our Acceſs to and Acceptance with God. 


This alſo is Scripture-Language, Heb. x. 19. 
Having therefore, Brethren, Boldneſi to enter into the 
Holieſt by the Blood of Jeſus, by a new and living Way 
which he hath conſecrated for 'us through the Vail, 


| that is to ſay, his Fleſh; and having an High-Prieſt 


over the Houſe of God ; let us draw near with a true 


Heart, in full Aſſurance of Faith, having our Hearts 
ſprinkled from an evil Conſcience, and our Bodies waſb- 


ed with pure Water. O! Here is the Way of Ac- 
ceſs to and Acceptance with God Having there- 
fore Boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt by the Blood of 
Jeſus, by a new and living Way, namely, by the 
Way of his eternal Righteouſneſs which he hath 
fulfilled for us, let us draw near. You may all 
draw near to God in this Way; he hath made us 
accepted in the Beloved, who ſulfilled all Righte- 


ouſneſs, and for his Righteouſneſs Sake is he well N 
pleaſed. O! Then, you are called to take hold of 
im as the Lord your * e for this is 


the Name whereby he be called, Tux Lon 


ou 
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vis en and you never give e his 
Name, O Sinner, fill you call him, The Lord my 
Righteouſacſt: Surely in the Lord, hall one ſay, have 

1 Righteouſneſs and Strength. 

30%. Here we are to take hold of his Ae 
of free and rich Promiſes, as our only Charter for 
the heavenly Inheritance. This alſo is Scripture 
Language, Ja. lvi. 6. Alſo the Sons of the Stranger, 

that join themſelves to the Lord, to ſerve him, and to 
love the Name of the Lord to be his Servants, every one 
. that keepeth the Sabbath from polluting it, and taketh 
hold of my Covenant. Then, you ſee, the Sons of 
the Stranger are warranted. to take hold of God's 
Covenant; The Promiſe is to you and 1% your Children, 
and 10 all that dre afar off, even as many as the Lord 
our God fhall call. Acts ii; 39. Then, ſaid Peter, 


' Repent and be baptized, every ont of you," in rhe Name 


of Fefus Chri ift, for the Remiſſion' of Sins, Verſe 38. 
For the Promife is to you, and to your Children, and to 
all that are afar off; even as many as the Lord our God 
Hall call. Now, what is the Promiſe ?' Why ? It is 
. Juſt the Charter of the Covenant, [will be your God, 
and you ſhall be my People : vill be your God, re- 
conciled through my eternal Son, and you ſhall be 
my People accepted by me through bim. The 
Promiſe is to you, to you, O Sinner! Will yon 
let the Promiſe flip then? The Promiſe is to Fou, 
and to your Children; it is ſpoken to you, it is 
given to you, and therefore muſt be received by 
you, and believed by you ; to you 18 the * of 
this Salvation ſent. i 
« © 4thly. We are to take his Word as our perle ect 
and only Rule of Faith and Practice. This is al- 
ſo Yeripture-Stile, and what we are called to, 7/a- 
viii. 20. * „e Law and to the Teſtimony ; "of they 
Heal 1 * e to this mer, it is feet there As 


— 


for Chriſt in out Day and Generation: We are to 
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wo Light is tbem. We bave a more fure Word of 
e to which, ſaith the Apoſtle, we de well to 
take" "heed, "as to 4 Light ſhine in dark Place, 
It is more ſure than that Viſion which the Apoſtles 
from the excellent Glory when they were with 
riſt on the holy Mount, 2 Pet. i. 17, 18, 19. 
Iris a perfect Rule; The Law of the Lord is perfedt ; 
It is an unerring Rule ; therefore, ſaith the Pſalmiſt, 
O that my Wajt n were directed to keep thy Statutes,” then 
ſhall I not be aan when T have 4 Reſpeft to oll thy 
Commondments. , - 

| 5thly. We are to take his Spicit for our Soar 
Guide to lead us into all Truth. T bis much is pro- 
miſed of him by our Lord, John Kiv. 26. But the 
Comforter, which-is the 8 Ghoſt, whom the Father 
will ond in my Name, he ſhall teach you all Things, 
and bring all Things to your Remembrance whatſoever / 
I have ſaid unto you. And Jahn xvi. 13. When he, 
the Spirit of .'T ruth, is come, he will guide you into al! 
Truth. We are then to depend on him for Guidin 
in all Things, to help us faithfully to bear Witn' 


/ 


take him for our > <> NERC Es to bring all Things 
to our Remembrance. 

But then, as it contains a Profalfionaf.: our Faich 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo our Swearing by the 
the great Name of the Lord our God contains al- 
ſo a Profellion of our Faith in God, through Jeſus ©. 
Chriſt, as our God: "Therefore it is ſaid,” We a- 
vouch the Lord to be our God : And this alſo is what 
we are warranted to do, and called to do; we. are 
warranted, if we conſider it was the Cry of C Chriſt 
as our publick Head, Pſalm lxxxix. 26. He fall. 


cry unto ne, Thou art my Father, my God, and the 


Rock of my Salvation. i If it was his Cry as a Head, - 


they: all LE a6 1 ſay it over through bim as his + 
K Menden. _ 


* 


. 


Members. We are called, as well as warranted, to the 
avouch the Lord to be our God, Fer. iii. 4 and 19. his V 
compared; Wilt thou not ſiom this Time cry unto me, tion. 
I Father? Aud T ſaid, Thou ſpalt call me, My Father, - Br 
| and Halt not turn away from me. The Lord Jeſus Decl 
/  _, Chriſt, as the new Covenant-Head, has acquired a we, k 
new Right to God, as his God and your God; there- to th 
fore he fan to Mary, Iaſcend to my Father and. your Fa- only 
ther, to my God and your Cod. We are then to put in Prof 
- our Claim and Title, in Chriſt's Right to God, as our the 
our Father and our God: We are to avouch the thro 
Lord to be our God. O! We call you, Sirs, to wort 
chuſe him to be your God and Portion: Thou art (wes 
my Portion, | ſaith my Soul, therefore will ] hope in thee. keep 
Pſalm xvi. 5, 6. The Lord is the Portion of mine In- his} 
heritance, and of my Cup ; thou maintaineſt 'my Lot : mor: 
The Lines are fallen unto me in pleaſant Places, yea, I Saif 
have. a goodly Heritage. Thefe are the Words of P/al 
the new Covenant-Head immediately, and we are to have 
put in our Note with him, and fay, The Lord it have 
the Portion of mine Inheritance: The Lines are fallen righ 
unto me in pleaſant Places. O put in your Note! We 
What will be your laſt Words? Will you not ſay his 
The Lord ſhall be my God: Thus ſaith the Lord, his 
I will be your God : And what faith Faith, The the 
Lord ſhall be my God. O ay it, young People beli 
This was the Language of Jacob, in his young man 
Days, at Bethel, The Lord ſhall be my God, O, it is Teſ 
ö od Language for you that are young People, 
1 The Lord ſhall be my God: Look to him to help lem 
you to ſay it. When alone Jacob ſaid it, when a- and 
e at Bethel. O ſay it, old People, The Lord Gra 
thallbe my God. Will you reſolve that nothing "bed 
thall eaſe or pleaſe you but himſelf. 0/that I knew ſhip 


where 1 might find him, that I might come even to his 


Seat O let every one here ſay, The Lord ſhall be 
"4 ; my ; 


3 . 
my God ; for now is the accepted Time, now is 
the Day of Salvation. To-day if you will hear 
his Voice, harden not. your Hearts as in the Provoca- 
ton. | | | 

But then, in the Matter contained in this ſolemn 
Declaration and Profeſſion of our Faith, in which 
we, by a ſolemn Oath and Promiſe, devote ourſelves 
to the Lord in a Covenant of Duty, we have not 
only the Solemnity of the Engagement, anda ſolemn 
Profeſſion of our Faith in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
the Manner we have been hearing, and in God 
through him as our God; but, 3dy. the Matter of 
our ſolemn Vow and Engagement that we vow and 
ſwear unto, namely, That we ſhall walk in his Way, * 
keep his Fudgments and 'Commanaments,. and hearken to 
his Voice. This is what we are all bound to by the 
moral Law; and it has been the Practice of the 
Saints inScripture to bind themſelves to theſe Things, 
Pſalm cxix. 57. Thou art my Portion, © Lord; 1 
have ſaid that I will keep thy Words. Verſe 106. 1 
have ſworn, and I will perform it, that I will keep thy 
righteous Fudgments, There cannot be better 
Work for us, than that we walk in his Way, keep 
his Judgments and Commandments, and hearken to . 
his Voice. We are to hearken to his Voice in 
the Law ; we are to hearken to it in the Goſpel, to 
believe in his Son Jeſus Chriſt ; for this is his Com- 
mandment, that we believe in the Name of his Son 
Jeſus Chriſt. | | 

But more particularly, in the Matter of our fo- 
lemn Vow and Engagement to Duty, we promiſe 
and ſwear, in the 1ſt Place, That we ſhall, by the Lord's 
Grace, continue and abide in the Profeſſion, Faith and O- 
bedience of the true reformed Religion, in Doctrine, Mor- 
ſhip, Presbyterial Church-Government and Diſcipline of 
the Houſe of God, laid down in his Word, contained in aur 

| ga * ith Standards, 
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Standards, and ſworn to in our ſolemn Covenants. A 
Summary of the Doctrine is contained in our Conſeſ- 
ſion of Faith; ſome View we have of our Worſhip 
in the Directory for Worſhip, our Diſcipline is ſome- 
what pointed out in the Books of Dilcipline, and 
in our Acts of Aſſembly in reforming Times; but 

ve do not formally ſwear either to the Books of 
Diſcipline, or the Acts of Aſſembly in the moſt re- 
forming Periods, but to the Subſtance of Presbyte- 
rial Diſcipline as laid out in them, and to theſe 
Branches of Diſcipline in them that are moſt agree- 
able to the Word of God. For you may obſerve 


that neither the Books of Diſcipline, nor the Acts 


of Aſſembly in reforming Periods, are expreſly men- 
tioned in the Bond ; and as it is our Duty from the 
World, ro contend for the Faith once delivered to 
the Saints, and to: ſtrive together for the Faith of 


the 1 ſo you may obſerve, that through the 
0 


whole Bond the Word of God is the primary Rule, 
as it ought to be. Thus you ſee that there is no 
Ground to object, that by ſwearing to the Diſcipline 
we become engaged to ſupport what is defective as 
to the Diſcipline, in the Books of Diſcipline, or in 
the Acts of Aſſembly. And as to Presbyterial 
Church- Government, you have a View of it in the 


Form of Church- Government, which is printed a- 


long with the Confeſſion of Faith. Now, here is 
nothing but what is our Duty, and what we are 
bound unto, whether we enter into this Bond or not. 
Is it not his Commandment to all, Bu the Truth, 
and ſell it not ? To buy it at any Rate, and ſell it at 
no Rate? Is it not the Duty of the Church of Chriſt 
to ſtrive together for the Eaith of the Goſpel? So we 
are bound, by the ſecond Commandment of the mo- 
ral Law, to preſerve all Chriſt's Ordinances and 
Inſtitutions pure and intire, whether as to Worſhip, 

| | TE Diſcipline, 
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Diſcipline, or Government, in our ſeveral Places 
and Stations; and convey them to Poſterity, | 
that Race unto Race may ſhew his mighty Deeds. 

But then, under this Article of the Bond, we re- 11 
nounce and promiſe, by the Lord's Grace, to contend 
ond teſtify againſt all contrary Evils, Errors, and Gor- 
ruptions, particularly Popery, which is opened up to - $7 
you, in moſt of its Branches and, Corruptions, . 
in our national Covenant, which you have a- 
long with the Bond in which we renew the 
ſame. | | = 

We promiſe alſo to contend againſt Prelacy, 
which, as to Corruption in Government, and Su- 
N in Worſhip, is much allied to Popery : 
"or, as their Worſhip is corrupted by a great Vari- 
ety of ſuperſtitious Rites and Ceremonies, ſo like- 
ways their Government is intirely antiſcriptural, 
ſecing they inveſt their Bithops and Prelates, (which 
are Creatures merely of human Invention) with the 
ſole Power of Ordination and Juriſdiction, and, up- | 
on the Matter, derive their whole eccleſiaſtical ö 
Powers from the Eraſtian Supremacy of the civil _— 
Magiſtrate; , which is ſuch an Eraſtian Way and 
Manner of Government, as is deſtructive ,of the 
beautiful Order of Chriſt's Houſe.  * 

Welikeways renounce Dei/m, which is a Prin- 
ciple prevailing with many at this Day, who deny 4 
the Scriptures to be the Word of God, and pretend 165 
that natural Religion is ſufficient to guide Men =” 
to Happineſs, and revealed Religion is not neceſ- | 
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We likeways renounce Arianiſin, which is that 
groſs Hereſy denying the proper, true and ſu- 
preme Deity of the Son of God, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 4 8 | | 


We 


. 


We alſo renounce Arminianiſin, which is a Sy. 
ſtem containing 1555 roſs Errors; ſuch as, not- 
all, Man retains 'a Freedom 

of Will to that which is ſpiritually good ; that the 
Grace of God is not irreſiſtible and efficacious of 


withſtanding of the 


itſelf; that Believers in Chriſt may fall totally and 
finally away from a State of Grace; that Election 


depends upon foreſeen good Works; and that 


Chriſt has merited Grace to all Mankind; that the 
Reaſon why ſome are choſen to Salvation, and o- 
thers rejected, is for the foreſeen Faith and good 
Works of the one, and for the foreſeen Unbelief 
-and evil Works of the other; whereas Jehovah 
faith, Iwill have Mercy on whom I will have Mercy ; 
and whom he will he hardeneth. Rom. ix. 11. For 
the Children being not yet born, neither having done 
any Good or Evil, that the Purpoſe of God, according to 


Election, might ſtand, not of Works, but of him that 


calleth. Verſe 13. As isis written, Jacob have J 
loved, but Eſau have I hated. | 

Again, we likeways renounce Independency, which 

is a Denying of the Unity of the true Catholick 
Church of Chriſt, pretending that every ſingle Con- 
gregation has all Power of Juriſdiftion and Order fo 
within itfelf,” as noway to depend upon and be 
ſubordinated and ſubjected to the Authority of Sy- 
nods or Aſſemblies, directly contrary to the 15th 
Chap. of the As of the Apoſtles, and other Places 
of Scripture; and by which Means they divide the 
Body of Chriſt, and open a Door to all Manner of 

Abominations, and, whatever Errors fall in among 


them, they incapacitate themſelves for purging out 


the ſame. | 
As alſo we renounce Latitudinarian Tenets, that 
ig, the prevailing Opinion of this Day, that Com- 
munion is to be kept with all that hold what _ 
| bs ca 
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5, nor. call the Eſſentials of Chriſtianity, whether they be 
-cedom WM Presbyterians, Prelatiſts, or Independents ; that is 
hat the to ſay, Presbyterial Government, tho' the only 
ous of Government Chriſt has inſtituted in his Houſe, may 
ly ang be given up with; and the Decryers and Betray- 
ection ers of it are guilty of no Scandal, that ought. to 
| that be purged, or that may mar their Fellowſhip with 
at the the Church of Chriſt. But if Men once take the 
nd o- Freedom to give up with any of the Inſtitutions of 
good Chriſt, with any of the Truths of God, and are 
belicf boldly adventuring to buy and ſell the Truths of 
hovah Chriſt, concerning the Order and Government of 
ercy ; his Church, they bid very fair, in a ſhort Time, 
„Fer to pay little Regard to what they call the Efſentials 
doit of Chriſtianity ; for, when the Government and 
ng to Order of Chriſtis Inſtitution is once laid aſide, e- 
very Man is left at Liberty to judge for himſelf 
what is eſſential to Religion, and what not. 
They are called Latitudinarian Tenets, becauſe 
they give a Latitude, a Toleration, in effect, to 
every Thing that private Judgment ſets up to be 
right ; and becauſe theſe Principles, overthrowing 
the divine Right of Presbyterial Government, do 
thereby bury the publick Judgment of the Courts 
of Chriſt ; and becauſe the Terms of Communion 
that ſeem to be gone into by ſuch a Set of Men, 
are wider and of a greater Latitude than thoſe which 
Chriſt himſelf has laid down in his Word; by 
which Means a Door is fet open to Satan to ſow 
his Tares; every Thing is caſt looſe, and God is 
. provoked to give up ſuch People to ſtrong Deluſi- 
ons, to believe a Lie as is the Caſe of the Men 
of theſe Principles in the Day wherein we live. 
But then, 2400. in like Manner, we promiſe and 
ſwear, That, by all Means which are lawful and war- 
rantable for us, according to the Word of God, we ſhall, 
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in our ſeveral Stations and Callings, endeavour the Refor- 


mation of Religion in England and Ireland, in Doc- 
trine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, according 


to the Mord of God; and to promote our covenanted Uni- 
 formijy in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith and Catechifms, 
Form of Church-Government, and Directory for Mor- 


ſhip, as they were received by the Church of Scot- 
land. f | 
This is the Subſtance of the ſolemn League and 
Covenant ſworn both by Scotland and England a- 
bout an Hundred Years ago. It 'was a lawful and 
laudable Aſſociation of theſe Kingdoms, for pro- 


moting true Religion, for preferring the Glory of 


God, the Increaſe of Chriſt's Kingdom, to all 
Things in the World, and ſubordinating all Things 
thereto, and to the Will of God revealed in his 
Word. It was a profeſſed Subjection of the three 
Nations to Chriſt, in their ſwearing Allegiance to 
Zion's King, and was in ſome Meaſure the fulfillin 
of that Prophecy, Hof: i. 11. Then ball the Chil- 
dren of Judah, and the Children of Iſrael, appoint 
themſelves one Head; and of that, Fer. I. 4, 5. Now, 
this Oath and Vow being ſo lawful, laudable and 
warrantable, it is certainly binding on us, whether 
we come under it, in our own Perſons, or not, as 
much as the Oath made: by Foſhua and the Princes 


of the Congregation of 1/rae/, to the Gibeonites, was 


binding upon their Poſterity; and that the Oath 
made to the G:beonites was binding on Poſterity, is 
clear from the Famine {ent in the Days of David, 
for the Sin of Saul in ſlaying ſome of the Gibeonites, 


altho' that Oath had been {worn to the Gibeonites + 
ſome Hundred of Years before the Violation of it by 


that bloody Action of Sau/ ; and the Anger of the 


Lord was not turned away in that Judgment of Fa- 
mine, till ſeyen Sons of Saul were hanged up before 
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the Sun: And we have Reaſon to fear that the 
Lord will, in as awful and evident a Manner, a- 
venge the Quarrel of his broken Covenant in tbe 
Iſles of the Sea; and that the Judgment, as in the 

Inſtance now hinted at, will fall heavily, and in a 
remarkable Way and Manner, upon the Ring- 
leaders in the Defection and Apoſtaſy of theſe 
Times, tho' the beſt may have ſome Share in the 
Stroke, ſeeing all are involved in the Sin of the 
Dav. & 7 014.488 Ian 

340. In the ſame Manner we promiſe and ſwear, 
by the great Name of the Lord our God, That we 
ſhall, in our ſeveral Places and Callings, encourage 
and ſtrengthen one another's Hands, in purſuing the End 


f our Oath and Covenant; and that wwe ſhall endeavour | 


a Life and Converſation becoming the Goſpel of Chriſt ; 
and that, in our perſonal Callings and particular Fami- 
lies, ue ſhall ſtudy to be good Examples to one another, 
of Godlineſ3 and Righteouſneſs, and of every Duty we 
owe to God and Man; and that we ſhall not give up 
ourſelves to a deteſtable Indifferency and Neutrality in 
the Cauſe of Gd; but, denying ourſelves and our own 
Things, we ſhall, above all Things, ' ſeek the Honour 
of God, and the Good of his Cauſe and People, and that, 


through Grace, fonſaling the Gounſels ef 'Fleſb" and 


Blood, and not leaning upon carnal Confidences, '-we 
ſhall endeavour to depend upon the Lord, to walk by the 
Rule of his Mord, and to hearken to his Voice by his 
Servants. «I Ld oy 2 0 ES. 
Now, . theſe Things are our Duty whether we 
come under this Oath or not; being moral Duties 
they are of perpetual Obligation, as we have ſhewn 
you already: And that theſe are moral Duties is 
evident and plain; for, to ſtrengthen one another's _ 
Hands, in\ promoting the Honour of God, and the 
Good of his Cauſe and People, is a Duty binding 
| L 7 2... 9 
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upon us, both by the firſt and ſecond Tables of 
the moral Law ; and that we ſhould depend upon 
the Lord alone, chiefly aim at his Glory, and the 
advancing and promoting of his Kingdom, and ſtu- 
dy to have a Converſation becoming the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, is clear from the whole Bible, the Old and 
New Teſtament, where: we are taught to truſt in 
God alone, to love him with a ſuperlative Love, 
to eſteem him above all Things, and to ſbordi- 
nate all our Concerns to his Glory and Honour; 


and that, denying Ungodlineſt and worldly Luſts, ue 


ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly in this preſent 
World, Tit. ii. 12. That we ſhall not give up ourſelves 
to a deteſtable Indifferency or Neutrality in the Cauſe 
of God, is what we are all bound to already, becauſe 
we are under the Oath of God, as we have ſhewn 
5 , Whether we explicitly ſwear this ſolemn 
Bond or not. A great many, both Miniſters and 
Profeſſors; are at this Day giving up themſelves to 
a deteſtable Indifferency and Neutrality in the Cauſe 
of God, and yet, in the mean Time, profeſling 
a great Concern and Zeal for the Glory of God; 
Whether their Ends be ſingle or not, we leave it 
between God and their own Conſciences, as they 
ſhall anſwer to him at the great Day of Accounts, 
when every ſecret Thing ſhall be brought to Light, 
But then, N a * : 
** athly. As we have the Matter of this ſolemn. 
Oath, and as we have the ſolemn Profeſſion of our 
Faith in it, ſo we are to notice the Expreſſion of 
our Faith and Dependence upon God's Covenant' 
of Promiſe, in. our Entring into this Covenant of 
of Duty, namely, The/e Things we promiſe and en- 
gage to, in the Strength of the promiſed Grace of the 
LORD QUR GOD: So that this ſolemn Duty is 


not at all to be performed by us in our own Strength, 
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but in the Strength of the Grace of the Lord our 
God, and in the Faith of God's Covenant of Promiſe. 
We deſire to believe in God through his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to take him with us in every Duty, 
and to go about this ſolemn Work in a Depen- 
dence upon that Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus, who 
is full of Grace and Truth, and who has a Fulneſs of 
Grace, ſuitable Grace, ſeaſonable Grace, Grace 
to help us in every Time of Need. We promiſe 
nothing in our own Srrength, but in the Strength 
of the Grace that is in him ſor us: It is in the 
Strength of that Grace that is in the Promiſe, and 
is in the Covenant of Promiſe, that we are to pro- 
ceed in this Work; and we are called and war- 
ranted to believe that he will be forthcoming to 
7 in making our Vows, and in performing the 

To ROE | | 
The laſt Thing we took notice of in the Bond 
was the ee A of it, in theſe Words. In 
all which, profeſſing eur own Weakneſs, we earneſtly 
pray to God, who is the Father of Mercies, through his F 
Son Feſus Chriſt, to he merciful unto us, and to enable 
us, by the Power of his holy Spifit, that we may do our 
Duty, unto the Praiſe of his Grace in the Churches. 
Sean... | 4 | ; 
This Concluſion is a Prayer which every one 
of us have need to be putting up to God. We are ä 
called to pray without ceaſing; to pray with all 
Supplication in the Spirit; to pray to God as our 
God and Father in Chriſt's Right; to pray in 
Faith, which eyes God in Chriſt; to put up the 
Prayer of Faith for his Mercy, that he would be 
merciful to us. O! Nothing will do us Good but 
his Mercy. 0 Satisfy us early with thy Mercy. 
Nothing will carry us through but his Mercy. 
The Covenant of Grace is the ſure Mercies of 17 
0 : a | Vide 
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vi. We are then to look to him for Mercy, for 

ardoning Mercy, for ſtrengthning Mercy, for 
1 Mercy, and for through · bearing Mercy. 
We are to pray in the Spirit for Mercy. The 
Holy Spirit is in the Church thus to enable us to 
N tho Duty; we are then to walk in the Spirit, 
to believe in the Holy Ghoſt, and to depend on 
the Spirit, that by him we may be enabled to per- 


form our Duty, to the Praiſe of his Grace in the 


Churches. Amen. 
+ So much for the ſecond Thing on this ird 
Head, which was to conſider the Matter of the 
Oath and Bond under Conſideration. Before we 
proceed to ſpeak of the Manner in which we ought 
to enter into this Bond, let us conſider, 
That, as it is long ſince it was propheſied by 
Jacob, That the Sceptre ſhould not depart from Judah, 
nor 4 Lawgiver from between his Feet, till Shiloh 
came, and to him ſbould the Gathering of the People be ; 
ſo this Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts ſuppoſes a 
Coming to the Lord of Hoſts ; a Gathering to him 
by Faith. He is the Enſign ſet up to the Nations; 
To him ſhall the Gentiles ſeek, and his Reſt is and 
ſhall be glorious. O they have a good Standing, 


who have, by Grace, been enabled to take up their 


Standing, for u, under the Banner of the 
Captain of Salvation ! Their Standing is ſo ſure 
that it will never be altered, and the Glory of the 


Grace of God is ſo much ſeen in the Gathering to 


Shiloh, that it is for the Glory of God, that they 
who are gathered to him by Grace, ſwear to him in 
a Covenant of Duty and Gratitude : And ſo there 
is a Command iſſued out from Heaven, Pſalm Ixxvi. 
11. Vou and pay unto the Lord your God : Let all that 
be round about him bring Preſents unto him that ought to 


be feared.' Vowing to the Lord, then, is a Duty 
| thar - 


— 
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that we are called unto, that we may renew out 
baptiſmal Vows and Engagements. But perhaps 


ſome of you hear theſe Things mg ge little Con- 
cern; you think you have little to do with this 


Work ; you think all this little or nothing to the 


/ 


Purpoſe : But, tell me, was it little to the Purpoſe, ' 


or nothing to the Purpoſe, that you was baptized ? 
I tell you, if you make not Conſcience of renewing 
your baptiſmal Vows, you give up with your 
Baptiſm ; in ſhort, you give up with the Retinue of 
the Lamb on the Mount Zion, and practically turn 


aſide to the Retinue of his Enemies. Vow and pay 


unto the Lord your God: Let all that be round about him 
bring Preſents to him that ought to be feared. All 
that be round about him, that it, all the Goſpel 
Church, all that hear this Goſpel : As all J/raet 
were encamped round about the Ark, fo is the 
Church, who by Profeſſion ſurround . Chriſt the 
New Teſtament Ark, they are his Retinue and 
Followers. What Way ſhall you proye that 
vou are true Men? When Fo/eph would try his 
Brethren, they ſay, We be true Men. How would 
you make it appear that you are true Men? Why ? 
You muſt bring Preſents to him that ought to be feared. 
Juſt bring yourſelves to him: Yow to the Lord 


your God, and pay. O! It is a very awful Work to 


vow and ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts : But you ſee 


the very Argument is, he ought to be feared; he 


ought to be had in Reverence by all that be round 
about him. We loſe the Benefit of the Word 
we read, and of the Goſpel we hear preached, two 
Ways; firſt, We are ready to forget that God is 
the Speaker; 2d/y. We are ready to forget that 
we are the Perſons ſpoken -to : But when we 


hear the Word read and ſpoken to, we ſhould , 


ind, namely, 


endeayour to keep theſe two in 


o 
- 


that 


— 
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that God is the Speaker, and that he is ſpeaking to 
us in particular. And here you have a Duty en- 
joined and commanded, and we ore the very Per- 
ſons called to it, namely, Jou and pay to the Lord 

gour God : And yet, I ſuppoſe, many will be putting 
it away from themſelves ; they will perhaps think 
it is the Duty of ſome to vow and ſwear to the 
Lord of Hoſts, but not their, Duty. But we tell 
you, it is your Duty, whether you will believe it 
or not. There are ſome Things Duty immediately, 
and ſome mediately, There is a Duty, that, in the 
Order.of Nature, goes before vowing and ſwearing 
to the Lord in a Covenant of Duty. What is 
that? Why! It is the Duty of 3 in the 
Name of the Son of God, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
It is our own Fault we have not all believed in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt already; and therefore it is the 
immediate Duty of all who have not yet believed, 
now to believe, and, believing in the Lord, to 
ſwear to the Lord: It is the immediate Duty of 
all who have believed in the Name of the Son of God 
God, to ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts ; and it is the 
Duty of all ſuch as havenot yet believed, to believe 
rot wc and without any farther Delay : 
We therefore call you immediately to believe in 
the Name of the Son of God ; and mind we deal 
with your Conſciences, . we deal with immortal 
Souls, with a View to our Appearance before the 
awful Tribunal of God, where you muſt give an 
Account how you have received the Word, as we 
muſt alſo account for it how we have delivered the 
fame unto you. | 5 | 
We now proceed, by the Lord's Aſſiſtance, to the 
third Thing on this Head, namely, To ſhew how 
and after what Manner we are” to enter into 
this Bond and ſolemn Engagement. | After what 
e 38 Manner 
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Manner ſhall we then approach to the Lord in 
this awful and ſolemn Work, of Vowing and 
Swearing to him ? WW wn 902 Ne 

1. Then, we are to ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts 
believingly, and in Faith, for without Faith it is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God. We mult have the Faith 
of the Command of God, that we have, his Com- 
mand for this Piece of ſolemn religious Worſhip, 
as we have formerly ſhewn you from the Practice 
of the Church in Old Teſtament Times, as in the 
Time of Nehemiah, Aſa, and Jaſiab, when they did 
ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts. This was the PraQtice 
of the Church, P/alm cxix. 106. I have ſworn, and 
I will perform, that I will keep thy righteous Judg- 
ments, You have an expreſs Command for it, 
Pſalm Ixxvi. 11: Vow to the Lord your God, and pay. 
And this was alſo the Practice of the Macedonians'; 
They gave their ownſelves to the Lord. You are to 
have Faith, as in the Precept, ſo in the-Promiſe of 
God]; and this you have in the Words of the Text, 
where it is promiſed, In that Day hall five Cities in 
the Land of Egypt ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts :» As 
alſo in the 21ſt Verſe of the Chapter, And the Lord 
ſhall be known tc Egypt, and the Egyptians ſhall know 
the Lord in that Day ; and they ſball vow a Vow to the 


Lord, and perform it. Here is Furniture for vowing 


and paying of Vows, They ſhall vow a Vow to the 
Lord, and perform it. We muſt act Faith upon 
the Covenant of. Promiſe, and upon the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt as the Altar of Acceptance; for we 
muſt bring all our Preſents to this Altar. As 
there was no other Altar of old, where: the Lord's 
People were to worſhip, but at Jeruſalen, ſo here 
there is no other Altar but Chriſt, where we can 
be accepted as to our Perſons and Services, and to 
which we are to bring all our Offerings, Jſa. lvi. 7. 
Their Sacrifices and Burnt-Offerings ſhall be accepted 


* 
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wþon mine Altar. This is the Altar that ſanctiſies 


the Gifts; For he hath made ut accepted in the Beloved. 


But then, 2dly. as we are to ſwear to the Lord'of 
Hoſts believingly, and in Faith, ſo we are to do it 
with due Deliberation, and in Judgment; Fer. iv. 2. 
And thou ſhalt ſwear, the Lord liveth, in Truth, in 
Judgment, and in Rigthteouſneſi, and the Nations ſhall 
bleſi themſelves in him, and in him hall they glory- 
Thou ſhalt ſwear, the Lord liveth, in Truth; that is, 
we are to conſider, and be aſſured that what we ſwear 
be Truth: It is to be in Righteouſneſs, that is, we 
are to be faithful and righteous in paying our Vows, 
and not to deal with a {lack Hand with the Lord: 
It is alſo to be in Judgment, that is, with Knowledge 
and Underſtanding of what we ſwear, according to 
our different Capacities and Abilities to know Mat- 
ters: But it is not to be thought that every one has 
the ſame Judgment and Capacity; you may take 
Notice for this, Neh. x. 28. And the reſt of the 
the People, the Prieſts, the Levites, the Porters, the 
Singers, the Nethinims, and all they that had ſeparated 
themſelves from the People of the Land, unto the Lau 
of Gvd, their Wives, their Sons and their Daughters, 
every one having Knowledge and Underſtanding. Verſe 


29. They clave unto their Brethren, and entred into a. 


Curſe, and into an Oath, to walk in God's Law which 
was given by Moſes the Servant of God. There you 
may obſerve that there were People of very diffe- 
rent Capacities entred into this Oath. It is ſaid, 
Every. one having Knowledge and having Underſtanding, 
thatis, they had a competent Meaſure of Knowledge 
and Underſtanding, tho' they had not all the ſame 
Meaſure of Knowledge; for we may obſerve here, 
that not only thoſe who were Prieſts and Levites 
joined in the Work, but likeways the reſt of tho 
People, every one that had ſeparated ay 
| n W * 9 2 rom 
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ſtom the People of the Lands, all that ſaw it to be 


their Duty tb turn to the Lord, their Wives, their 


Sons, and their Daughters: As there. was ſuch a 
mixed Multitude of People, in different Stations, 


joining in that Work, it is not to be thought they 
ad all alike Knowledge and Underſtanding of the- 
Lawof God, either of the moral of ceremonial Law; 
but ſuch as joined in that Work, were ſuch as had 

| ſome Knowledge of their Duty, and deſired to know 


it, and did ly open to Light, and to receive Inſtru- 


tion in What was dark unto them. We ſay, it is to 


de with Judgment, that is, with what Judgment the | 


Lord has given to us to underſtand this Matter. 


But then, as it is to be done in Judgment, ſo, $dly. 


we are to ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts reverently ; 
every Duty ought to be performed with holy Awe 
and Reverence, and ſo ſurely this among the reſt; 
that is one of the great Cauſes of the Lord's Wrath 
and heavy Indignation at this Day, that we have 
loft realizing Vows of God, as he hath manifeſted 
himſelf in Immanuel, God with us: Let us have 
Grace in our Hearts that we may ſetye him with 
Reverence and godly Fear: This Reverence, this 


godly Fear, mult juſt be with Grace in our Heatrs ; 


we Have not one right Thought of God iti our 
Hearts. by. Nature ; nothing but-Unbelief there : It 
is by Faith we attain fnAit ing Thoughts of God, 
enabling us to ſanctify th 
in our Hearts, and to make him our Fear, and to 
make him our Dread. As we are to perform every 
Duty with holy Reverence of God, ſo, in a parti- 
cular Manner, this great and infinite Name of Jelo- 
vah our God. When Jacob made a Covenant with 


is, by the God of his Father 7/acc, who, fear 
adored the true God. 2 p 88 
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Laban, he es the Fear of his Father Haac, that ” 
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But then, 4thly, we are to ſwear to the Lord of 
Hoſts ſincerely, P/alm Ixvi. 18. If I regard Ini- 
quity in my Heart, the Lord will not hear me. You 
fee what was the Sin the Lord condemns in /-ael of 
old, P/alm Ixxvili. 36, 37. Nevertheleſs, they did 
flatter him with their Mouth, and they lied to him 
with their Tongues, for their Heart was not right with 
him, neither were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. We 
muſt then be concerned' to have the Heart made 
right, and for this End muſt put it in his Hand to make 
it right; for he faith, A new Heart alfs will I give 
unto you, and a new Spirit will I put within you ; J 
will take away the Heart of Stone, and will give you 


an Heart of Fleſh : Behold, I make all Things neu! 
If we come to that Duty regarding any Sin in our - 


Hearts, we may be aſſured the Lord will not hear 
us. If the infinite Zehopah obſerve that any Thin 
ly nearer our Hearts than himſelf and his Glory, 
then he willdeſpiſe all our Vows and Engagements ; 
we are then, I ſay, to put the Heart in his Hand to 
make it right for himſelf : This was the Prayer of 
the Pſalmiſt, Make my Heart ſound in thy Statutes, 
that I be not aſhamed. He makes our Hearts ſound 
as to their Principle, and the main End, tho' there 
are and will be Corruptions with us ſo long as we 
are here away. Again | 

Fthly. We are to ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts 
ſingly, making his Glory our main End and Aim. 
O !. if we come with By-Ends to this Work, we 
will draw Wrath down upon the Congregation of 


Iſrael—IWhen you faſted in the fifth and ſeventh Month, 


did you faſt at all to me ? ſaith the Lord concerning 
Iſrael. Self was the reigning Principle with them; 
they did not faſt ſo much for the Cauſe of their Cap- 
tivity, as for the Captivity itſelf. O what Faſting to 


the Lord have we ? How much Sell? How little 
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Singleneſs is with us in all we do? But we have 
need to take heed to our End, if it be with a 


View to his Glory: If we come with any By- 


Ends, ſuch as, that we may be Neighbour-like, the 
Lord will obſerve and remark that Man by himſelf, 
and fearful will his Judgment be. We-have to do 
with the Searcher of Hearts, who underſtands 


Heart Secrets, and who tries the Reins of the Chil- 


dren of Men. 

But then, 6thly. as to the Manner of our Vow- 
ing and Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts, it is to be 
done cheerfully. All Judah (it is faid) rejoiced at 
the Oath, in Aſa's Time; as God loveth a cheerful 
Giver, ſo he loveth a cheerful Covenanter. We 
are to do it with Heart and Hand, willingly and 
thankfully that ever he made a Covenant with his 
Choſen, and that the Covenant made with him alſo 


' ſtands faſt with him; that ever he enabled us to 


take hold of that Covenant made with his Choſen, 
and that he inclined our Hearts, in the Faith of 
his Covenant, to devote ourſelves to him in a Co- 
venant of Duty. All Judah rejoiced at the Oath, for 
they had ſworn with all their Hearts, and fought him 
evith their whole Deſire, and he was found of them, 
2 Chron. xv. 15. 

- 7thly. We are to vow and ſwear to the Lord of 
Hoſts timeouſly, not to put off this moral Duty by 
pretende& Shifts or Delays. Sometimes Weaknefs 


ſtands in the Way of a Perſon's going on to their 


Duty; ſometimes: the Enemy's Temptatjons ſtand 
in the Way, ſometimes a Spirit of Lukewarmneſs 
in the Caufs of Chriſt, and ſometimes the Prevalen- 
cy of Unbelief and indwelling Sin ſtrikes out againſt 
theſe ſacred and holy Bonds, objecting againſt this 
as againſt other Duties: Many have this and the o- 
ther Objection; whereas, if the Truth of the Mat⸗ 
ter were heard, ſome $f theſe Evils, juſt now men- 

| 4 ' tioned, 
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tioned, would be Found. at the Bottom, even with 


ſome who have the Root of the Matter in them: 


But we are to go about this Duty timeouſly; the 
the Lord diſcerns all our Thoughts, whether our 


Ob jections be really Matter of Concern to us, or if 
they be only a Shift that we may delay our Duty 
for the preſent Af ſo it be with any of us, our Du: 
ty may be long, yea, perhaps, for ever hid from 


us. He will reſent ſuch a Quarrel. It is not in; 
deed to be done raſhly, but deliberately, but yet it 
is not to be delayed upon any trifling Excuſe; 
People are to beware Fr [one Fo Shifts in pre: 
ſent Duty, to beware of what may ſtand in the 
Way as Obſtructions, hindring their paying publick 
Homage to the God of //ae/. We are To- day ta 
hear his Voice, for it is To-day his Command runs ; 
we have no 'To-morrows giyen us at all in Matters 
of preſent Duty; but To- day, faith the Holy Ghoſt, 
F you will hear bis Voice. If this Qpportunity. be 
loſt, we may never ſee another. We have now, 


by the kind Providence of God, an Opportunity 


which many of the Lord's People now in Glory 
prayed for, wreſtled for, would have been glad to 
haye. ſeen, and died in the Faith of: Let us then 
tho' under many Diſcouragements, bleſs the Lord 
for what he hath directed to in this Matter. O, 


then, be exhorted to ſet about perſonal Covenant- 


ing, in order to publick Covenanting. I tell every 


one of you that are baptized, yqu are bound to this: 
Will you then make light of your baptiſmal Vows 
and Engagements? I will pour Mater on him that is 


thirſty, and Flogds upon the dry Graund, ſaith the Lord. 
We ſymmon every one here to believe the Promiſe 
this Night. It looks to every one of you, for you 
are either the thirſty, or the dry Ground; I will 
pour Mater en the tbirſ and Floads upan 2 
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dry Ground : Not only upon the thirſty Ground, 
that has ſome Greenneſs upon it; but even the wild 
Out-Field, that is juſt uſeleſs, is included in the 
Promiſe. I will pour Floods upon the dry Ground. Q* 
look for his Coming in the Promiſe of the Spirit. 
You was baptiſed in the Name of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and he is the Spirit of Grace and Supplication, 
which he has faid he will pour upon the Houſe of 
David, and on the Inhabitants of Feru/alem. You 
way look for his Coming down as the Rain upon 
the Graſs, and upon his Coming you ſhall be made 
to mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only 
Son, or for a Firſt- born. 5 | 

So much for a Hint at the Manner in which-we 
are to vow and ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts.. ; 

We proceed to the fourth Head in the Method, 
namely, to ſhew that the Lord's People, eſſaying to 
vow and ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts, may warran- 
tably truſt a promiſing God, that he will enable 
them to perform this Duty to the Praiſe of his 
Grace. © | Clio 

O ! if we are helped ſingly to truſt him, this will 
be the only Way to praiſe him; we have good 
Reaſon to truſt him, and diſtruſt ourſelves ; let us 
then come confidently to the Work, with an Eye 
of Faith to him, putting all our Truſt in him: 
We have good Warrant ſo to do, if we conſider, 
in the 1/ Place, that we have his Command to this 
Duty, P/alm Ixxvi. 11. Vow and pay unto the Lord 
our God : Let all that be round about him bring Pre- 
ents unto him that ought to be feared. We may 
truſt him, then; he puts no Work in our Hand, but 
what he will give Strength to perform to the bre 
of his Grace. He has taught us to pray, Our Fa- 
ther which art in Heaven, thy Kingdom come: And 
will not he enable us to ſay, Heſannab fo the Son 


of 


of David! Bleed be the in, that cometh in the 
Name of the Lord. Wig Bur | ' 

2. We may truſt that he will enable us to per- 
form this Duty to the Praiſe of his Grace, becauſe 
we are called to truſt in him at all Times, and 
therefore at this Time, and in this Duty: We 
ought to truſt him in the Work of ſhewing forth 
his Death, the beſt Work ever was put in our Hands, 
to be performed by us in his Strength; and we 
may truſt him alſo in a Time of rene wing our ſo- 
lemn Engagements unto him, P/alm xxvi. 8. Truſt 
in him at all Times; ye People, pour out your Hearts 
before him: God is a Refuge for us. Selah. He is 
a Refuge for Strength to perform all our Duties, 
and a Refuge for Safety in all our Difficulties. 

3. We have good Warrant to truſt a promiſing 
God, that be will enable us to perform this Duty to 
the Praiſe of his Grace, bece uſe it is a Duty where- 
in he is glorified : It is for his Glory: And will he 
not help us to do what is for his Glory ? And has 
he left us alone to lift up the Burden of his Praiſe? 
No, he will not; for, in the new Covenant, he has 
taken the Burden on himſelf, and has promiſed to 
make his Grace ſufficient for us, and to perfect his 
Strength in our Weakneſs. God is glorified by 
confeſſing that Truth, that Chrift is Lord, Philip. ii. 
11. and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus 
Chriſt is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father: And 
he has ſaid, that all Nations whom thou haſt nicd: 
ſhall come and worſhip before thee, G Lord, and ſhall 
glorify thy Name; for thou art great and doſt wondroui 
Things : Thou art Ged alone, Pſalm Ixxxvi. 9, 10. 
Chriſt made himſelf of no Reputation, and took upon'him 
the Form of a Servant, was found in Faſhion as a Man, 
humbled himſelf, and became obedient uuto Death ; there: 
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fere 
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. Inn 
fore God hath alſo highly exalted him, and given him & 


Name. which is above every Name, that at the Name 
of Feſus every Knee ſhould bow ; of Things in Heaven, 
and Things in Earth, and Things under the Earth ; 
and that every Tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſus Chriſt 
is Lord, to the Glory of God the Father, Phil. ii. 7, 
8, 9, 10. So God the Father will have no Glory 
in the Church at all, if it is not in a Way of 
confeſſing that Chriſt is Lord; to the Glory of God 
the Father. BE. \ | 
athly. We may truſt him, that he will enable us 
to perform this Duty to the Praiſe of his Grace, 
upon this Ground, namely, the Ground of his own 
Promiſe. Would we have any better Security than 
this in the Text, Iu that Day ſhall five Cities in the 
Land of Egypt /peak, the Language of Canaan, , and 
ſhall fwear to the Lord of Hoſts. They ſhall have a 
new Dialect among them, and they ſhall ſwear to 
the Lord of Hofts. This is a Promiſe that looks 
to us, aid we are warranted to plead it. When a 
Man ſpeaks, he ſpeaks but to one particular Perſon, 
or but to a few ; but when God ſpęaks, he ſpeaks 
to every one; In that Day ſhall five Cities in the 
Land of Egypt ſwear unto the Lord of Hoſts. This is 
ſpoken of New Teſtament Times, and concernin 
dark Times; for it, is ſaid, In that Day ſhall five 
Cities in the Land of Egypt /wear to the Lord of Hoſts 
There ſhall be ſome here, and ſome there, tho? but 


a few in reſpect of the Bulk of the Land; STATES- 


MEN and KIRK-MEN ſhall hold on their Back- 
flding Way, but a few, five Cities in the Land of 
Egypt ſhall fwear to the Lord of Hoſts, To whom 
is the Word ſpoken? Why? It is to Egypt, and 
to us, who, in reſpect of Darkneſs and ſpiritual Bon- 


dage, are like unto the Egyptians. Five Cities in the 


Land of Egypt ſhall fwear to the Lord of Hoſts. The 
Promiſe 


| n | 

Promiſe is to us, and the Promiſer is the Lord of 
Hoſts ; the Word of Promiſe then muſt be ſure, 
when it is ſpoken by the Lord of Hoſts, Zehovah 


| Tzebabth, And you have the Promiſe, not only in 


. the Lord, and perform it. 


the Knowledge upon 


we will never 


the Text, but alſo in the Context, Ver/e 21. And 
the Lord ſhall be known to Egypt, and the Egy ptians 
foall know the Lord in that Day, and ſhall dv Sa- 
crifice and Oblation; yea, they- ſhall vow a Vow to 
Why! Here is Know- 
ledge by which we may vow and ſwear to the Lord 
of Hoſts The Egyptians ſhall know the Lord in that 
Day. We are to ſwear in Knowledge and in, Fude - 
ment. Here it is! The Egyptians ſhall know the 
Lord in that Day, yea, they ſball vow a Vow to the 
Lord, and perform it. I affure you, tho' we had all 
Earth, if we want ſupernatural 
Knowledge,” that is, Knowledge by God's teaching, 
perform this Duty aright : But he 
hath ſaid it, They ſhall know the Lord in that Day ; 
they ſhall know the Object of their Wolſhip, and 
they ſhall ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts. Conſider, 
the very Manner of performing this Duty is taken 
in the Promiſe ; for it is ſaid, They Hall know the 
the Lord, and they ſhall vow a Vow to the Lord, and 


perform it; that is, they ſhall vow and ſwear in Faith, 


and in a Dependence on Immanuel, in Obedience to 


his Command, in the Faith of his Promiſe, and with 
\ fomo Meaſure of Singleneſs in Aim and End. They 
all fwear unto the Lord of Hoſts. | 


5thly. We have good Warrant to truſt æ promi- 


fing God, that he will enable us to perform this Du- 


ty to the Praiſe of his Grace, if we conſider what 4 


1 


- 


. whom 1 wi 


ithful God hath ſaid to his eternal Son : We have 
his Word, for our Through bearing, to his eternal 


Son, Ila. 4 3. Thou art my Servant, C Ifracl, in 
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| | | hs | Word 


. 


Word, 
me, T hot 
glorified. 
fore we 
glorify ( 
abled to 
And is! 
then pu 
and thei 
of God? 
he will | 
6thly. 
perform 
we hav 
eternal 
John & 
without 
which h 
up to th 
in you : 
Spirit : 
abideth 
much Fr 
in me, f 
and rec: 
employ 
to beer 
the Paj 
him by 
with al 
for wit! 
to the 
Will. 


I am ju 
Family 


lick Fa 


„ 

Word, which he has 610 to Chrift ;- Aud ſaid unte 
me, Thou art my Servant, O Iſtael, in whom I will be 
glorified. God will be glorified in Chriſt, and there- 
fore we may juſt put in, that we. may be helped to 
glorify God through Chriſt, and in Chriſt to be en- 
abled to do every Work he calls to, to his Praiſe : 
And is not this a Work to his Praiſe ?* We may 
then put our Part of the Work in Chriſt's Hand, 
and then we ſhall be enabled to do it to the Praiſe 
of God's Grace, for Chrilt is his Servant in whom 
he will be'glorified. - N 

6thly. We may truſt that we ſhall be enabled to 
perform this Duty tothe Praiſe- of his Grace, when 
we have not only God's Word and Promiſe to his 
eternal Son, but alſo Chriſt's Word for it to us, 
John xv. 4, 5. Abide in me, and 1 in you for 
without me ye can do nothing. This is the Word 
which he is ſpeaking to all the Worſhippers coming 
up to the Mount, at this Time, Abide in me, and 1 
in you : Abide in me by Faith, and I in you by my 
Spirit: I am the Vine, ye are the Branches; he that 
abideth in me, and I in him, the ſame bringeth forth 
much Fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. Abide 
in me, for without me ye can do nothing. He is willing 
and ready to be employed. in every Duty ; to be 
employed for Aſſiſtance, without me ye can do nothing ; 
to be employed for Acceptance, for he is girded about 
the Paps with à golden Girdle, juſt that we may hold 
him by the ſame for Acceptance, when we come 
with all our Offerings. Abide in me, and I in you, 
for without me ye cas do nothing; you can do nothing 
to the glorifying of God without me; it is not the 
Will of God that you do any Thing without me; 
I am juſt with you in all your Work. If you go ta 
Family-Faſting, to perſonal and ſecret, or to pub- 
lick Faſting, or whatever Duty you go to, take me 

3 | N a 


1 | 
ay with you; I am juſt able and willing to be with 
you, and to be employed by you at every Turn, for 
without me ye can do nothing. 
7rbly. We have good Warrant to truſt a promi- 
fing Gad, that he will enable us to perform this 
Duty to the Praiſe of his Grace. Why ? Becauſe 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is the Head of the worſhipping 
Aſſembly in the — and lower Houſe, and nd 
Worſhip can be managed ' without him. Innocent 
Angels approach God in their own Perſons, as did 
Adam in his Innocence; but now, by the Spirit, 
through the Son, we have Acceſs to the Father. 
The Spirit is in the Church, to bring us to God in 
the Name of Chriſt : Therefore it is ſaid by the 
Apoſtle Peter, in his firſt Epiſtle, 2d Chapter and 
9th Verſe, Ye are a choſen Generation, @ royal Prieſt- 
hood, an holy Nation, à peculjar Pgople ;. that ye 
ſhould ſhew forth the Praiſe of him who hath called 
you out of Darkneſs into his maryellous Light. You 
are a holy Nation, under the Head of the holy Na- 
tion. And what is to be your Work? Why? It is 
to ſhew forth the Praiſes of him who hath called you out 
of Darkneſs into his marvellous Light. And, among 
the Ways to ſhew forth his Praiſe, theſe are none 
of the leaſt, namely, Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts, 
and ſhewing forth his Death till he come again; 
both of which we have a very near Prof} of and 
it will be your own Fault if you do not fee him by 
Faith, in both theſe Ordinances, who is the Head of 
the worlhipping- Aſſembly, both in the upper and 
lower Houſe. But then, 
In the /2/t Place, upon this Head, we have good 
Ground to truſt a promiſing God, that he will en- 
able us to perform this Duty of Vowing and 


Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts, to the Praiſe of his 
Giace, Why ? Becauſe this is the Method he 
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uſes in ſettling and eſtabliſhing the Order of the 
Lord's Houſe, hamely, to bind his Servants and 
People by an Oath of Allegiance to the King of 
Zion, to be loyal Subjects to him, and to obſerve 
and keep pure and intire all his Inſtitutions, and 
the Order of his Houſe: And we may truſt him 
with all the Work, Zech. vi. 12, 13. Thus ſpeaketh 
the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, Behold the Man whoſe 
Name is the BRANCH, and he ſhall grow up out of 
his Place, and he ſhall build the Templaof the Lord, even 


| he ſhall build the Temple of the Lord, and he ſhall begr 


the Glory, and ſhall fit and rule upon his Throne, and he 
ſhall be a Prieſt upon his Throne. There has been 
grout Treachery and breaking of Vows made to 
im, and therefore there is a Call to us to ſwear 
Allegiance to him : And we may go on to this 
Work in the Strength of the Lord, making Menti- 
tion of his Righteouſneſs, even of his only. So 
much for the - fourth Thing in the Method, which 
was to ſhew that the Lord's People, in eſſaying to 
vow and ſwear, to the Lord of Hoſts, may warran- 
tably truſt a promiſing God, that he will enable 
them to perform this, Duty to the Praiſe of his 
Grace. X | ” 

Wie come now, in the fi and /aft Place to apply 
the Doctrine. And, in the 1// Place, it may be 
applied in an Uſe of Examination and Trial. 

Is it ſo then, as has been ſaid, that as it is the 
Duty of the Church and People of God, in New- 
Teſtament Times, to renew theit national Vows and 
Covenants, tho” they be the ſmaller Number, com- 
pared with the Oppoſers of Reformation, ſo they 
may warrantably truſt a promifing God, that he 
will enable them to perform that Duty to the Praiſe 
of his Grace ? 15 . 

Then 


foo ) 

Then it calls us, upon this Occaſion, to examine 
ourſelves: As wg have great and folemn Work in 
View, the Work of ſhewing forth the Lord's 
' Death till he come again, and the ſolemn Work of 
vowing and ſwearing to the Lord of Hoſts, it is 
certainly neceſſary that we examine ourſelves :: 
For as it is ſaid by our Lord, Let 4 Man examine 
himfelf, and fo let him eat of that Bread, and drink of 
that Cup ; ſo it is his Will and Command that we 

examine ourſelves in order to folemn yowin 
Work : Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let 
him vow, and ſo let him ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts: 
For tho* the Duties of ſhewing forth the Lord's 
Death, and ſwearing to the Lord of Hoſts, be Du- 
ties all of us are bound unto, yet it is not the imme- 
' diate Duty of any, in a natural State, either to ap- 
proach the Lord's Table, or to ſwear to the Lord 
of Hoſts; but it is the firſt and immediate Duty of 
every one out of Chriſt, to come to him by Faith, 
and then to approach his Table, and join in vow- 
ing to Jacob's mighty God: But as to all thoſe who 


are Believers in Chriſt, it is not only their Duty, - 


but their immediate Duty, to go up to the Mount of 
Ordinances, and ſhew forth his Death till he come, 
and to join in vowing Work when there is a pro- 
ſent Call to it in this Congregation ; therefore it is 
our Duty to examine ourſelves : For tho? many of 


yon have received Tokens of Admiſſion to the Lord's 


Table, we know not the Hearts of Men, we know 
not your State, and therefore the Work of Exa- 
mination and Trial, it comes all home to your own 
Door: Let a Man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eat 
of that Brend, and drink of that Cup. O look to him, 
that he may be with you in your ſecret Self-Exa- | 
mination, and look to him that he may be with you 
in His own Word. When we are called to lay be- 
fore you the Marks and Characters of thoſe who 
| ought 
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(101) 1 
6night to be employed in the ſolemn Work in View, 
who are they, then, who are called to approach 
the Table of the Lord, and- to join in ſwearing to 
the Lord of Hoſts, and by joining in this ſolemn 
Work of renewing our .Covenant-Engagements to 
to the Lord ? We would have you to try it under 
the Influence of the Holy Spirit. And, in the ,fir/f 
Place, we enquire at you, Are you the Children of 
Zion, who ought to be joyful in their King? Are 


you the Children of Zion, who have a Call to this 


as their immediate Duty, to vow and pay to the 
Lord their God, to ſwear Allegiance to Zion's 
King? It is the Children of Zion, the native Inha- 
bitants of Zion, who are in ſome Meaſure fitted; 


through Grace, to ſwear to Zion's King, who is the 


Governor among the Nations. Were you born 
in Zion? Were you born of the Spirit? Has there 
been a Principle of ſpiritual Life wrought in you 
by the Spirit in Regeneration ? Try the Matter ; 
where there is ſpiritual Life there is ſpiritual Senſa- 
tions. Has your Soul been made to breathe after 
Chriſt and Fellowthip. with him, ill the Day break, 
and the Shadows fly away © My Soul thirſteth for thee, 
my Fleſh longethr for thee, in a dry and thirſty Land where 
no Water is : My Soul thirſteth for God, for the living 
Code When ſhall I come and appear before God? 
Pſalm xlii: 2. My Soul longeth, yea, even fainteth, 


for the Courts of the Lord; my Heart and Fleſh: 


crieth out for the living God, Pſalm Ixxxiv. 2. 
Try it. Are you groaning in this Tabernacle, being 
burdened, burdened with a Load of indwelling Sin ? 
Are you feeling your Burden of Guilt, and of your 
ſpiritual Wants and Plagues? Try it by your 
ſpiritual Conflict with indwelling Sin, and all your 
ſpiritual Enemies. Is this your Language, 0 
wretched Man that I em, who ſhall deliver me from the 
| : Bady 
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102 

Body of this Death ! Return, return, O Shulamite ! 
Fhat will you fee in the Shulamite, but as it were the 
Company of two Armies? Again, try it by your ſpi- 
ritual Appetite after the hidden Manna, after Chriſt 
himſelf. Do you feed upon Chrift the hidden Man- 
na in the Word of Grace? Is the Deſire of your 
Soul to him, and the Remembrance of his Name? 
Do you remember his Love more than Wine? Try 
it. Again, Have yon common Intereſt and Con- 
cerns with him? Do the Reproaches of them who 
reproach him fall upon you ? Are you grieved 
when he is diſhonoured, and do you rejoice when 
he is - honoured ? Is there nothing ſo much the De- 
fire of your Soul, as that David's Horn may bud 
forth pleaſantly in the Work of God's Grace with<« 
in thee, and in the Advancement of his declarative 
Glory in the Land, and every where, and that the 
. Crown may flourith upon his Head. 

2dly. Examine yourſelves. Have you attained to 


any Thing of a ſupefnatural Knowledge of Chriſt, 


and have you-got ſome heavenly Acquaintance with 
Chriſt, as you have it propheſied concerning the E- 
gyptians in the 21 Verſe of this Chapter, The Lord 
ſhall be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians ſhall know 
the Lord in that Day, and they ſhall vow a Vow to the 
Lord, and perform it. You ſee this Vowing to the Lord 
flows, in its Nature and-Order, from a Going Know- 
ledge of the Lord. The Egyptians ſhall know the 
Lord and they fhall vou a Vow to the Lord, 
and perform it. Have you ſeen the King in his 
Beauty ? Is your Knowledge of God the Fruit and 
Effect of God's Teaching you by his Word and 
Spirit? And is it of that Kind and Nature that the 
Glory of God is manifeſted to you in the Perſon 
of Chriſt, revealed to you by the Spirit in the 
Word of Grace? 2 Cor. iv. 6. Have you got ſuch 
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. 75 
2 Knowledge of him, as that you eſteem him above 
all Things? P/alm Ixxiii. 25. Whom have [in Hea- 
ven but thee and there is none upon Egrth that I de- 
fire beſides thee, Have you got ſuch a Knowledge 
of him; as has made you ſell all Things to buy the 
Pearl of great Price, the "Treaſure hid in the Go- 
ſpel-Field? Such a Knowledge of him as has hum- 
bled thee, and made thee to-abhor thyſelf, and re- 
pent in Duſt and Aſhes? Feb xlii, 5. Ja. vi. 6. 
Such a Knowledge of him as makes thee place thy 
chief Happineſs in him, in the Blinks of his Coun- 
tenance, and to deſire no other Heaven for Eter- 
nity, but to be where he is, to behold his Glory ? 
And not this reconcile thee to ly down in the 
Grave, in a little, that when you awake you ſhall 
be ſatisfied with his Likeneſs, and behold his Face 
in Righteouſneſs ? Have you got ſuch a Knowledge 
of him, as that you have ſeen the Glory of all the 
Perfections of God centring in him, Mercy and 
Truth meeting in him, Righteouſneſs and Peace 
kiſſing each other in him? Have you got ſuch a 
Knowledge of him, and Acquaintance with him, 
as makes you prize his Preſence above all Things! 
Tell me, O thou whom my Soul loveth, where thou 
feedeſt, and where thou makeſt thy Flosk ta reſt at Noon? 
Have you got ſuch a Knowledge of him, as makes 
you breathe after Conformity and Likeneſs to him? 
O that my Ways were directed to keep thy Statutes ! 
Do you love the Lord becauſe he is holy? Do you, 
in ſome Meaſure, when you are at yourſelf, rejoice 


at the Remembrance of his Holineſs ? Have you 


got ſuch a Knowledge of him, as has made you take 
up your Standing for Eternity upon the Perſon of 
Chriſt, and his everlaſting Righteouſneſs, ſaying, 
Behold, O God our Shield, and look upon the Face of 
thine Anointed, Plalm Ixxxiv. 9. Have you all your 

| | Confidence 


10 


Confidence fixed upon Chriſt alone, for Time and 


Eternity ? 

But then, 34h. as you have a View of bringing 
a Prefent to him that ought to be ſeared, in devot- 
ing yourſelves to the Lord in a Covenant of Duty, 
Have you been compaſſing the Goſpel-Altar with 
the Gitt ? Have you all your Confidence fixed upon 
Chriſt alone, for Acceptance of your Perſons and 
Performances, as in Verſe 19. In that Day ſhall 


there be an Altar to the Lord in the Midſt of the Land 


of Egypt? Are you Worſhippers at this Altar ? And 
is Chriſt all in all to you for -Righteouſneſs and 


Strength? Do you truſt to the Sacrifice of a cruci- 


fied Chriſt, as a Sacrifice of ſweet - ſmelling Savour 
unto God, to perfume your Perſon, and this and 
every Duty and Performance ? There is a perfuming 
Savour, -an abundant and freſh Savour in this 
Sacrifice; Eph. v. 2. Walk in Love, as Chriſt alſo 
hath lovedus, and hath given himſelf for us; an Of- 
fering and a Sacrifice unto God, for a fweet-ſmelling 
Savour. This his Sacrifice has perfumed the four 
wide Corners of the Heaven of Heavens. 'There is 
an abundant Savour here to perſume all our Offer- 


ings, and it is as freſh as it was that Day when he 


bowed the Head and gave up the Ghoſt. 

4thly. Are you among thoſe that are crying to 
the Lord becauſe of your Oppreſſors, as it is promi- 
ſed concerning Egypt, in the 20 Verſe, They ſhall 
cry unto the Lord becauſe of their Oppreſſors, and he 
{hall ſend them u Savicur and a great One, and he ſhall 


' deliver them His People are a praying bye te. 4 


and they are ſenſible of the ſpiritual Oppreſſions they 
are under, and they ſend their Cry daily to Heaven 
becauſe of their ſpiritual pres they are op- 


preſſed with Temptations, Deſertions and indwell- 


ing Sin : And out of theſe Depths they ery unto 
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I 
and the Lord moſt high, to God whe peta al 
| Things for them : They keep a daily Correſpen- 
dence and Communion with God, in Cloſet-Prayer, 
in Family-Prayer, and by ejaculatory Prayer. In the 
Day when I cried, thou anſweredſt me, and ſtrengthnedft 
me with Strength in my Soul, Pſalm cxxxviii. 3. In 
the Morning will I direct my Prayer unto thee, and 
will look up, Plalm v. 3. They not only pray, 
but ſeek and wait for Anſwer ; I will direct my Cry 
unto thee, and will look up. As they are made to 
love him, ſo, through Grace, they are made to re- 
ſolve to call upon him as long as they live. | 
5thly. Are you among thoſe who are crying, — 
Hoſanna to the Son of David, to Meffah the Prince, | 
the Saviour and great One, whom God has ſent to 
deliver you, as in the 20 Verſe of this Chapter where 
our Text lies? Have you been made to aſſent to 
- God's Record concerning Chriſt, and to receive him 
as offered-to you in the Goſpel of Chriſt, and to 
ſay, Bleſſed is he that cometh in the Name of the Lord 
to ſave us ? Save now, I beſeech thee ; ſend now Pro- 
ſperity.” Is Chriſt, the Saviour whom God has ſent 
to deliver you, indeed a great One in your View? 
Have you ſeen his infinite Holineſs, Salvation. and 
Lovelineſs ? Is it thy Deſire that he may be great to 
the Ends of the Earth? He ſhall ſtand and feed in the 
Name of the Lord, inthe Majeſty of the Name of the 
Lord his God, and now ſhall he be great to the Ends of 
the Earth. Have you ſeen the Need of him as a 
Saviour and a great One to deliver you? That none 
but the infinite One, the great One, could fave you 
from your Sins? Have. you ſeen ſuch a Multitude 
of Sins in you, and ſuch an infinite Evil in ever 
Sin, that you can get no Reſt but in him, and 1 
that Salvation that he hath wrought ? Are you re- 
ceiving him by 2 ſent of God to deliver you 
2 > Are 


, 
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Are you living by Faith upon him, as your Saviour 
and Deliverer ? Are you waiting for Redemption in 
Jeruſalem, waiting for the Time when you ſhall be 
9 in Conformity and Likeneſs unto him? 

ut then, 

6thly. Has God put it in your Hearts, from Faith 
in, and Love to Chriſt, | to put in your ſmall Mite 
to make his Name to be remembred to all Generati- 
ons? And is it the earneſt and inward Deſire of 
your Heart, that the Lord may enable you, by his 
Grace, to glorify and honour Chriſt publickly and 
avowedly, in a Day when he it ſo publickly diſho- 
noured and diſowned by CHURCH and STATE ? 
Are you going out to commanded Duty, juſt diſ- 
truſting yourſelves, and truſting him with all the 
Work ? Are you efſaying to a Fs him before Men, 
hoping that he will be your Light and your Salva- 
tion, that he will work all the Work, and bear all 
the Glory ? All thoſe that are his Diſciples are to 


own and confeſs him before Men, as in the 19th. 


Verſe of this Chapter, In that Day ſhall there be an 
Altar to the Lord in the Midfſt of the Land of Egypt, 
and à Pillar at the Border thereof to the Lord. Not 
only an Altar, Chriſt the Goſpel-Altar, but there 
ſhall be a Pillar to the Lord in the Border of the 
Land of Egypt; a Pillar inſcribed to the Lord of 
Hoſts, inſcribed to Fehovah. As they had formerly 
their Pillars inſcribed to their Idols and falſe Gods, 
ſo now there is a Pillar inſcribed to the Lord in the 
Border of the Land of Egypt. In him ſhall all the 
Seed of Iſrael be juſtified, and ſhall glory. Sin is come 
to ſuch a Height, that Men are boaſting of their 
Wickedneſs, boaſting in their Lewdneſs, boaſtin 
in their Apoſtaſy from God's Truth and Cauſe, 41 
in their oppoſing of the ſame; therefore there ought 
to be a Faith's Boldneſs, in borrowed Strength from 
Chriſt, in owning him and his Cauſe at a 
7 here 
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There ſhall be a Pillar at the Border thereof to the 
Lord. 

7thly. Examine and try yourſelves. Are you 
thoſe that ſpeak the Language of Canaan ? Are you 
true Church-Members; and native Inhabitants of 
Canaan. It is only thoſe who ſpeak the Language 
of Canaan, that are fit to ſwear to the Lord of 
Hoſts. The Connection is very remarkable in the 
Text, In that Day ſhall five Cities in the Land of E- 
gypt /peak the Language of Canaan, and ſwear to the 
Lord of Hoſts. This is one of the Dialects of Ca- 
naan, They ſhall ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts, Try it 
then. Do you ſpeak the Language of Canaan ? 
Are you native Inhabitants of the Church of Chriſt ? 
Have you a new Heart, a new Nature ? For out of 
the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh. 


Are old Things paſt away, and all Things become 


new with you? Do you ſpeak the Language of Ca- 
naan, the Language of Self-Diſtruſt, and the Lan- 
guage of Faith on the Son of God ? This is the Lan- 
guage of Canaan. The Men of the World they 
cannot underſtand it. When they hear the ſpecial 
Doctrines of Regeneration, and of Faith on the Son 
of God preached up, why, it is juſt all aſtrange 
Language to them. But is that thy Language, the 
Language of Faith's Truſt in Immanuel, God with 
us? Do you ſpeak the Language of Canaan ? It is 
Scripture-Language, Scripture-Stile, that was the 


Language of Canaan. Is his Word to you moſt pre- 


cious? Do you rejoice in his Word, as one that 
findeth great Spoil? Is it to you like pleaſant Pa- 
ſtures, like Honey, and the Honey-Comb? Are you 
made to ſpeak the Language of Canaan in ſecret 
Converſe with God, when none but he ſees you! 
The Lord will command his Loving-Kindneſs in the Day- 
Time, and in the Night his Song ſhall be with me, and 
| | wy 
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my Prayer unto the God of ny Life, Pſalm xlii. 8. 


O thy Soul, thou haſt ſaid unto the Lord, Thou art my 
Lord: My Goodneſs extendeth not to thee, Pfalm xvi. 
2. Do you ſpeak the Language of Canaan, with the 
Pſalmiſt, P/alm Ixxiii. 25. Whom have I in Heaven 
but thee, and there is none upon Earth that I deſire be- 
' ſides thee ? Verſe 26. My Heart and my Fleſb failrth, 
but God is the Strength of my Heart, and my Portion for 
ever ? And with the Church, Lam. iii. 24. The Lord 
. ts my Portion, ſaith my Soul, therefore will I hope in him, 
And with Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 2t. The Lord ſhall 
be my God, and this ſhall be the Houſe of Gd. This 
was allo Jacob's Language at Penje/, when he wreſt- 
led as a Prince, and had Power with God, I will 
not let thee go till thou bleſs me. It was the Language 
of Moſes, when he puts up that Prayer, I be/eech 
thee ſhew me thy Glory. It is alſo the Language of 
the Church, //:4h xlv. 24. Surely, _ ſhall one ſay, in 
#he Lord have I Righteouſneſs and Strength. This js 
the Name whereby he ſhall be called, THE LORD 
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. Are you helped to 
ſpeak the Language of Canaan in your Converſe and 
Table-Talk ? Do you ſpeak of Ghriſt there? Do 
you ſpeak of him to your Children and Servants ? 
Do you ſpeak of Chriſt in his Perſon, Love and 
Lovelineſs? Do you ſpeak of him as you riſe up 


— 


and as you ly down, as you walk by the Way- | 


Side, in your Converſe with Fellow-Chriſtians, and 
in your ſocial Meetings? Come here, all ye that fear 
God, and I will tell you what he hath done for my 
Sul. There is a Telling what God hath done for 
our Soul, but this is to be done ſingly, prudently 
and humbly. Try it then. Do you ſpeak the Lan- 
guage of Canaan in your Converſe with one another, 
endeavouring that there may be ſomething of Chriſt 
m every Converſation ? O how little is this the Caſe, 
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when there is ſo much vain and idle Talking. eve 
on the Lord's Day ! But he hath ſaid, I wil! turn 
to the People of a pare Language, and they Jo! MW 
him with one Conſent. © WIT He 
We proceed, 24ly. to apply the Dofrine.i in an 
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Uſe of Exhortation, particularly to you who ard "ITY 5 6 


Strangers to Chriſt, and have never to this 


Day taken hold of God's Covenant of Promile, and 75 


ſo are not fit to {wear to him in a Covenant of Du- 
ty. 

We come this Day to exhort you, from the 
Lord, to repent and believe the Goſpel, for the 


Promiſe. is to you and to your Children, and to all 


that are afar off, and to as many as the Lord our 


God ſhall call. The Promiſe is ſpoken to you, | 


tho' you have never yet, by Faith, heard the hea- 
venly and divine Voice of the infinite Speaker. 
The Promiſe is ſpoken to you, and left to you, 
And we would ſay to you, Tate heed, therefore, ſee- 
ing there is a Promife left you of entring into his Reſt, 
leſt any of you ſeem to come ſhort of it by Unbelief. 


We are commilliofied to publiſh the Record of God 
this Day : And this is * Record, That to 5ou 


Man, to you Woman, rs born this Day, in the City 
of David, a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lord : That 


to you a Child iy born, to you a Son is given; whoſe: 


Name is WONDEREUL, Counſeller, the everlaſting 
Father, the mighty God, and the Prince of Peace. 
That God giveth to you eternal Life, and this Life 
irit his Son: That to you is the Word of this Salvation 
ent, to you who are loſt and perithing Sinners " 
Adam's Family. Chriſt is given to you for you 

Saviour; wr of in the Lord's moſt holy Name, we 


make a full and free Offer of Chriſt to you. 


and to every one of you, as the Saviour of the 
World, as — to ſave yo from your Sins. 
Thus 


N 
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Thus faith the Lord. 1 am the Lord thy God, which 
| brought thee out of the Land of Egypt; open thy Mouth 
wide, and I will fill it. I will 2 clean Water 
upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; and from all thy Filthi- 
neſs, and from all thine Idols will I cleanſe you. Come 
now let us reaſon together, ſaith the Lord: Tho“ your 
Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow ; tho' 
they be red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Wooll, Iſa. i. 
18. John x. 16. Other Sheep I have, which are not 
ef this Fold; them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear 
my Voice; and there ſhall be one Fold and one Shepherd. 
Jam the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
before me. This is the great Charter of the Cove- 
nant laid before you, to be. believed by you, that 
God was in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf, not 
imputing to them their Treſpaſſes. And we are Am- 
baſſadors for Chriſt, as tho' God did beſeech you 
by us, we pray you, in Chriſt's Stead, be ye recon- 
ciled to God; for he hath made him to be Sin for us, 
who knew no Sin, that we might be made the Righteouſ- 
neſs of God in him, In the Name of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, we offer him to every Soul in all this Com- 
pany, as the great God your Saviour, and we ſay 
to you, Make Haſte, come down, Man, Woman, 
and receive him joy fully, for this Day is Salvation 
come to thine Houſe; this Day is Salvation, come 
to thy Soul, even the God of Salvation :. For thus 
ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying unto you, I. even 
Jan he that blatteth out thy Tranſpreſſions for mine own 
Sale, and will not remember thy Sins, Iſa. xliii. 25. O! 
Why do you ſtand aback from Chriſt; then? Is it 
. becauſe you are guilty Sinners? Then he publiſheth 
his Indemnity to you; Lam he that blotteth out 
thy Tranſgreſſions for mine own Sake, and will not re- 
member thy Sins. Is it becauſe you are not only 
guilty Sinners, but fithly and polluted ? You boy 
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juſt a Burden of Guilt and Filth binding you over 
to the Wrath of God. Thus ſpeaketh the Lord 
of Hoſts, ſaying, Then will I ſprinkle clean Water 
upon you, and ye ſhall be clean; from all your Filthineſs 


and from all your Idols will I cleanſe you. Why do 
you ſtand aback from Chriſt ? Is it becauſe you 
have the old unrenewed Heart ſtanding in your 
Ways Thus ſpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, 
A new Heart alſo-will I give you, and a new Spirit 
will I put within you. Are you odjecting, you 
bave a hard impenitent Heart, and cannot be af- 
feed with all your Sins, for as many as they are? 
Thus faith the Lord, 7 will take away the ſtony Heart 
out of your Fleſh, and I will give you a Heart of Fleſb. 
Are you objeRting, His Law is a holy Law, and 
you have unholy Hearts, and, tho' you would 
mint at receiving Chriſt, you will never be able to 


walk in his Statutes, nor to. keep his Judgments ? 
Why, Thus fpeaketh the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, T will 


put my Spirit within'you, and cauſe you to walk in my 


Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Fudgments and do them. 
Again, Are you objecting your Sins are not like 
the Sins of others, they are ſo great and ſo highly 
aggravated ? Thus ſaith the Lord, Tho“ your Sins be as 
Scarlet, I will make them as white as Snow ; tho* they be 
red like Crimſon, they ſhall be as Mooll. We are inviting 
you this Day to come and hear the Voice of the 
one Shepherd, in his Word of Grace. It is not 
merely and only the Voice of Man that ſpeaketh 
unto you, but theſe are the Words of the Shepherd 
of 1/rael, who ſaith, I lay down my Life for the 
Sheep; and other Sheep I have, which are not of this 
Fold, them alſo I muſt bring, and they ſhall hear my 
Voice. How does he bring them that are wandring 
upon the Mountains? Why, juſt by cauſing them 
to hear his Voice. They ſball hear my Voice. Hear 
| and 
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and your Souls fhall-live. I will betrothe thee unto ne 
ever, yea, Twill betrothe thee unto me in Righteouſ- 


 feſs and in Judgment, and in Loving-Kindne/s, and in 


Mercies. I will even betrothe thee unto me in Faith- ' 
fulngf5, and thou ſhalt know the Lord. Thou ſhalt call 
me Iſhi, and ſbalt call me no mare Baali. 
We hall, 34h. as the Lord affiſteth, apply the 
Doctrine in a Word of Direction, to you who have 
it in View to come unto the Table of the Lord, 
and to approach the Lord in this folemn Work of 
Voving and Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts. 

In the firſt Place, we would dire& you to pre- 
pare for this ſolemn Work. The HMaelites were 
to prepare for eating the Paſſover, and we are to 
prepare to eat this Goſpel-Paſſover ; for even Chriſt 
our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us. We are to pre- 
pare for every Duty, and more eſpecially for ſuch 
ſolemn Duties, as fitting down at the Table of the 
Lord, and ſwearing to the Lord of Hoſts, ſwearing 
by the great Name of the Lord our God, ſwearing 
Allegiance to Zion's King, that we will, throu 
Grace, follow him fully, walk in all his Command- 
ments, keep his Judgments and his Statutes, and 
hearken to his Voice. You are then to pre- 

are, 1 
In the 1ff Place, for ſuch a ſolemn Duty as vow- 
ing to Jacob's mighty God, by putting Preparation- 
Work, by Faith, in the Lord's Hand. The Pre- 
paration of the Heart is from the Lord. Lord prepare 
ear Hearts unto thee, faith David. You muſt juſt put 
every Branch of our Preparation into his Hand, and 
cry with David, Lord prepare our Hearts unto thee ! 
Act Faith on this, that he has promiſed to prepare 
the Heart himſelf; and take him with you in e- 
very Duty, for he ſaith, Without me. ye can dg no- 
F 1 a Ye 
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24. Prepare by retiring alone, and ſetting a- 

part ſome Time for ſecret Faſting and Humiliation, - 
O] you are to profeſs, upon the inſuing Occaſion, 


to be a People humbled before the Lord, for the 


Breaches of God's Covenant, and for your own 
Sins as Breaches of it» Ought you not then to be 
humbled in ſecret ? This is not a, Work and Duty 
to be managed in a trifling Way and Manner. 
Set apart ſome Time, then, before the Approach of 
the Day for publick Humiliation, for ſecret Faſting 
and Humiliation before the Lord. | 
3dly. Prepare by conſidering the Matter of your 
Vow to the Lofd, and by examining if the d 
has inclined your Heart to his Teſtimonies, and 
made you to 3 God as holy, and his Law as ho- 
ly ; and if he has inclined your Heart to breathe 
after Conformity with himſelf. If that be wrought 
in your Heart, you will juſt ſay Amen to all the 
Engagements you are called to come under to the 
Lots. -, | 
4thly. Prepare for publick Covenanting, and that 
by fecret perſonal Covenanting : Let there be an 
eſſaying juſt between God and you, to take hold 
by Faith of God's Covenant of Promiſe, as your 
only Charter for the heavenly Inheritance, and 
then take hold by Faith alſo of his Righteouſneſs, 
as the only Propitiation for your Sins ; and parti- 
cularly reſolve againſt every Sin, and the Sin that 
does moſt eafily beſet you; calling, in the Grace 
and Strength of the Lord, to bring to Deſtruction 
every Luſt and Corruption of thy Heart. PE, 
5 thly. Prepare by much Cloſet-wreftling, in ſe- 
cret Prayer, with the bleſſed Angel of the Covenant, 
that his Preſence may go with you, or that he may. 
not carry you up hence. Wreſtle with God for 
yourſelves, for thoſe of your Concerns, far the Fa- 
4. Bok P milies, 
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and your Souls hall live. I will betrothe thee unto me” 
for ever, yea, Twill betrothe thee unto me in Righteouſ- 

' feſs and in Judgment, and in Loving-Kindne/s, and in 
Mercies. I will even betrothe thee unto me in Faith» * 
fulnef5, and thou ſhalt know the Lord. Thou ſhalt call 
me Iſhi, and /halt call me no mere Baali. 
We hall, 34h. as the Lord affiſteth, apply the 
Doctrine in a Word of Direction, to you who have 
it in View to come unto the Table of the Lord, 
and to approach the Lord in this folemn Work of 
Voving and Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts. | 

In the firſt Place, we would direct you to pre- 
pare for this ſolemn Work. The 1/7 aclites were 
to prepare for eating the Paſſover, and we are to 
prepare to eat this Goſpel-Paſſover ; for even Chrift 
our Paſſover is ſacrificed for us. We are to pre- 
pare for every Duty, and more eſpecially for ſuch 
ſolemn Duties, as fitting down at the Table of the 
Lord, and ſwearing to the Lord of Hoſts, ſwearing 
by the great Name of the Lord our God, ſwearing 
Allegiance to Zion's King, that we will, throu 
Grace, follow him fully, walk in all his Command- 
ments, keep his Judgments and his Statutes, and 
hearken to his Voice. You are then to pre- 

are, 5 
In the 1f Place, for ſuch a ſolemn Duty as vow- 
ing to Jacob's mighty God, by putting Preparation- 
Work, by Faith, in the Lord's Hand. The Pre- 
paration of the Heart is from the Lord. Lord prepare 
eur Hearts unto thee, faith David. You muſt juſt put 
everyBranch of our Preparation into his Hand, and 
cry with David, Lord prepare our Hearts unto thee ! 
Act Faith on this, that he has promiſed to prepare 
the Heart himſelf; and take him with you in e- 
very Duty, for he faith, Without me. ye can dd no- 
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| 2d. Prepare by retiring alone, and ſetting a- 
part ſome Time for ſecret Faſting and Humiliation, 
O! you are to profeſs, upon the inſuing Occaſion, 


to be a People humbled before the Lord, for the 


Breaches of God's Covenant, and for your own 
Sins as Breaches of its , Ought you not then to be 
humbled in ſecret ? This is not a Work and Duty 
to be managed in a trifling Way and Manner. 
Set apart ſome Time, then, before the Approach of 
the Day for publick Humiliation, for ſecret Faſting 
and Humiliation before the Lord. | 

3dly. Prepare by conſidering the Matter of your 
Vow to the Lofd, and by examining if the Lord 
has inclined your Heart to his Teſtimonies, and 
made you to — God as holy, and his Law as ho- 
ly ; and if he has inclined your Heart to breathe 
after Conformity with himſelf. If that be wrought 
in your Heart, you will juſt ſay Amen to all the 
Engagements you are called to come under to the 
Lord. 

4thly. Prepare for publick Covenanting, and that 
by ſecret perſonal Covenanting : Let there be an 
eſſaying juſt between God and you, to take hold 
by Faith of God's Covenant of Promiſe, as your 
only Charter for the- heavenly Inheritance, and 
then take hold by Faith alſo of his Righteouſneſs, 
as the only Propitiation for your Sins ; and parti- 
cularly reſolve againſt every Sin, and the Sin that 
does moſt eaſily beſet you; calling, in the Grace 
and Strength of the Lord, to bring to Deſtruction 
every Luſt and Corruption of thy Heart. 5 

5 thly. Prepare by much Cloſet-wreftling, in ſe- 
cret Prayer, with the bleſſed Angel of the Covenant, 
that his Preſence may go with you, or that he may. 
not carry you up hence. Wreſtle with God for + 
yourſelves, for thoſe of your Concerns, far the Fa- 
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| thy Seed, and my Bleſſing upon thine Offipring, and they 
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milies, Societies and Congregations whereof you 
are Members, for thoſe who are to join with you 
in this ſolemn Work, and for the Land in 
and for our neighbouring Lands. You ha ve great 
Work before you, and therefore we recommend 
Jacob's Exerciſe to you; he wept, und made Suppli- 
He foun4 him in Bethel, and 
there he ſpale with us. And if you who are Ser- 
vants cannot obtain Allowance of as much Time as 
is proper for ſuch weighty Work, to be tranſacted 
between the Lord and you in ſecret, either hire ſome 
others to work for you, or redeem Time for this 
Purpoſe from yonr Night's Reft, and let none come 
ſlightly to this ſolemn Work ; for he, will be ſancti- 
fied in them that draw near to him, and before all the 
People he will be ghrified : And he communicates his 
Grace and Furniture for the ſolemn Work he calleth 
us unto, in theſe Means of his own Inſtitution. 
2dly. As we would direct you to prepare for this 
ſolemn Work, ſo we would direct you to be abſolute- 
ly denied to your Preparation; for curſed be the Man 
that truſteth in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm ; but 
bleſſed is the Man that truſteth in the Lord, and whoſe 
Hope the Lord is ; he ſhall be like a Tree planted by the 
Rivers of Water, that bringeth forth his Fruit in his 
Seaſon ; his Leaf alſo ſhall not wither, and whatſcever he 


doth ſhall proſper. a 


' 3dly. Let Faith be acted upon the holy Spirit of 


| Promiſe. We are to believe in the holy Ghoſt : 


He is in the Goſpel-Church to be believed upon ; 
he was in it ſince ever the firſt Blaſt of the Goſpel- 
Trumpet was founded in Paradiſe, immediatly after 
the Fall. Hag. ii. 5. My Spirit remaineth among you 
to this Day ; feor ye not. And again, Ja. xliv. 3, 
4, 5. I will pour Water upon him that is thirſty, and 
Floods upon the dry Ground. I will pour my Spirit upon 


ſhall 


general, 


you 


eral, 


great 
mend 
uppli- 
- and 
Ser- 
ne as 
ated 
ſome 
r this 
come 
andti- 
the 
es his 


alleth 


r this 
olute- 
Man 
but 


*% 4. 


-- 


115 


( ) | 
ſhall ſpring up as among the Graſs, as Willows by the 


Water-Courſes : One ſhall ſay, 1 am the Lord's, &c. It 
is only through him that this Duty can be managed to 
any Purpoſe : And our Lord ſaith, VI depart 1 will 


ſend him unto you. He is in the Goſpel-Church, there- 


fore act Faith on him, as he has undertaken to con- 
vince the World of Sin, that he may give you a 


View of your Sin, and of the Land's Sin. When he 


is come, he ſhall lornify me, ſaith Chriſt. O act Faith 
on him in his Perſon, and in his Office, as glorifying 
Chriſt, and the Things of Chriſt, and ſhewing them 
unto you: Act Faith on him as your Teacher and 
Remembrancer: He ſhall teach you all Things, and bring 
all Things to your Remembrance whatſoever I have ſaid 
unto you. Act Faith on him as the Holy Goſt your 
Sanctifier; as the Spirit of Grace that works and 
operates Grace in you ; as the Spirit of Humiliation, 
to teach you to look on Chriſt whom you have peir- 
ced, and to mourn for him. AR Faith on him as 
having undertaken-to apply the Purchaſe of Man's 
Redemption and Salvation: Act Faith on him as Je- 
hovah the divine Spirit, of whom Chriſt hath ſaid, 
he dwelleth with you, and ſhall be in you, John xiv. 17. 
4thly. Eſſay this great Work, depending on the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and Strength. 
Pſalm Ixxi 16. 1 will go in the Strength of the Lord God: 
1 will make Mention of thy Righteouſneſs, even of thine 
only. Song viii. 5. Wha is this that cometh up out of 
the Wilderneſs, leaning upon her Beloved ? 1 will ſtreng- 
then them in the Lord, and they ſhall walk up and dewn in 
his Name, ſaith the Lord. O come foreward, juſt de- 
pending on him for Righteouſneſs and Strength, who 
has ſaid, In thy Righteouſneſi ſhall they be exalted. 
This will do, and carry us through this great Work, 
and nothing elſe will do us any Good. 
3 | 5thly. 
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5thly. In a Way of Direction, in the Strength 
of Chfiſt, and the Grace that is in Chriſt, come 
foreward, and approach the Lord in that folemn 
Ordinance, both of vowing and ſwearing to the 
Lord, and ſhewing forth 5 
come again. Come, I fay, in the Exerciſe of 
Grace, and, 1. let Faith be in Exerciſe on the 
Promiſe of God, and the Perſon of Chrift ; come 
foreward looking to Jeſus the Author and Fini- 
Mer of Faith: Looking to him in his Perſon, look- 
ing to him in his Aſcenſion, as the Forerunner 
that has entred within the Vail. Let Faith be in 
Exerciſe, looking on and beholding the Glory of 
the Beloved, The Word was made Fleſh, and dwelt 
dmong tes, and we beheld his Glory ; the Glory as of 
the only begotten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth, 
John i. 14. And out of his Fulneſs have all we 
received, and Grace for Grace. Now, Timothy, 
Son, be flrong in the Grace that is in Chri 


Jeſus. 


2y. Let Repentance be in a lively Exerciſe in 


this ſolemn. Approach. O! this is a fit Seaſon 
for Goſpel-Repentance, when we take a View of 
our own Sins, and the Sins of the preſent Genera- 
tion, and of the former Generation, as you have 
them noticed in that Confeffion that is prefixed to the 
Bond and Engagement to Duty, which we are fo 
folemnly to come under to the moſt high God. You 
fee this was the Exercife of Hrael and Judah in that 
goth of Jeremiah and qthVerfe. In t hoſe Days, and at 


that Time, ſaith the Lord, the Children of Iſrael ſhalt 


tome, they and the Children of Judah together, going 
and weeping ; they ſhall go and ſeek the Lord their God. 
# will bring them, ſaith the Lord, with Weeping, and 
with Supplicattons will I lead them. O what Need 


have we to mourn, if we take a Look of the great 


Jehovah, whoſe Name is dilbonoured by our Sins 4 
An 


e Lord's Death till he 


lemn Gee with the Staff of the Promiſe i » 
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And you fee there is Grace in the Promiſe to enable 


us to perform this Duty ; They ſhall come weeping as 
they go. As we have finned againſt the Lord God- 
of our Fathers, ſo you ſee there is a Promiſe of Re- 

tance ; and not only is this a promifed Grace, 
but it is commended by our Lord when performed. 
Song vii. 4. Thine Eyes are like the Fiſh-Pools of 
Heſhbon, by the Gate of Bathrabbim. 

3dly,. We onght to come with Love in Exerciſe ; 

the Love of Chriſt is to-conſtrain us to this Duty. 


Dye Love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, ſaith the Apoſtle ; 


becauſe we thus fudge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead, We are to come with a ſuperlative 
Love unto him that died for our Offences, and 
roſe again for our Juſtification. What is the great 
Work we have in View, but to promiſe, in the 
Strength of the Grace of the Lord Jeſus, to love 


him that died for us, and- roſe again, and, as an. 


Evidence of our Love to him, to walk in his Ways, 
to keep his Statutes and Judgments, and hearken to 
his Voice. 
- 4thly. Let us come in. the Exerciſe of Goſ 
Obedience, - taking the Law out of the Hands of 
Chrift the Mediator, ſaying, - in his Strength, that 
we will keep his righteous Judgments : 1 will 
keep thy Statutes; . me not utterly, Pſalm 
ENT. Bs -- 

5thly. Let holy Fear and Reverence be in Ex- 
erciſe, Heb. xii. 28. Wherefore we, receiving 4 
Kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have Grace 
whereby we may ſerve God acceptably, with Reverence 
and godly Fear. I will put my Fear in their 
Heart, and they ſhall not depart from me, Jer. 
xxxĩi. 40. 


Stih and laftly, Approach the Lord in this ſo- 


7 
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the Hand of Faith ; I ſay, juſt come foreward te 
this boly Ground, with the Staff of the Promiſe in 
the Hand of Faith, for we will not keep our Feet 
at all here, if we want this Staff in the Hand of 


Faith. We have it then in the Text, In that Days 


ſhall frue Cities in the Land of Egypt ſwear to the 
Lord of Hoſts and in the 21 Verſe, The Lord ſhnll 
be known to Egypt, and the Egyptians ſball know the 
Lord in that Day; yea; they ſhall vow a Vow unto 
the Lord, and perform it. I will enable them to 
know me the Lord of Hoſts : That is in the Pro- 


miſe, juſt hold it up to him. I will give them a , 
Heart to know me that I am the Lord: That ſays as 


much as, I will prevent them from raſh Swearing, 
they ſhall have ſome twilight Views of me the Ob- 
je& of their Worſhip, who am Jehovah T zebaoth. 
Here he hath undertaken for the Work, They ſhall 
ſwear to the Lord of Hoſts ; they ſhall vow a Vow to the 
Lord, and perform it. Vowing to the Lord is for 
his Glory and Honour, and therefore put in a 
Promiſe : I will be with them in the Work ; they 
ſhall do it ina Way of Dependence on me; I 
will ſee to the Ongoing of the Work; They /hall 
-vew, and ſhall perform it. O then, juſt eome in his 
Strength, truſting his Promiſe, and making Menti- 

on of his Righteouſneſs, even of his only. | 
We conclude this Subject, by making ſome far- 
ther Improvement of this Doctrine. And we now 
proceed to improve it in an Uſe of Reproof to ſeve - 
ral Sorts of Perſons. The Word of God is profit- 
able for Reproof as well as for Doctrine; and we 
live in a Period wherein our Gold is become dim, 
our moſt fine Gold is changed ; wherein ſad and 
melancholy Changes have paſt upon the Church 
and Land, and wherein the Heathen have entred 
into the Congregation of the Lord, and pulled * 
| hp the 
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the carved Work offs San ctuary with Axes and 
Hammers ; we live in a Day wherein a worldly Spi- 
rit has prevailed, a ſelfiſh _ does prevail, a 
35 of Error and Deluſion doth wal a «get 
of Neutrality and Indifferency as to the Cauſe of 
Chriſt doth prevail, in conſequence whereof, the 
Language of this Day is the Language of A/bdod ; 
but the Language of Canaan is forgot by the Bulk, 


and therefore the Generation is aſtoniſhed when they 


hear any of the Language of Canaan ſpoken, eſpeci- 
ally this Part of that Language, namely, ſwearing 


to the Lord of Hoſts ; but however this is the Lan- 


guage of the Church of Chriſt, of true Church- 
Members ; and it is good, that, however few there 
be to ſpeak this Language, it is the Lord himſelf 
who builds his Church in troubleſom Times, and 
he will have his Work go on, whatever Men ſay or 
do againſt it: For he hath ſaid, Five Cities in the 
Land of Egypt ſhall fivear to the Lord of Hoſts. Five 
Cities in Scotland, that was formerly like Goſhen, 
but now turned like Egypt, by ſetting up their own 


| Intereſt and Profit in God's Room, ſetting their 


Threſholds in the Room of his Threſhold ; But yet 
five Cities in that Day, in the Goſpel-Day, ſhall ſwear 
to the Lord of Hoſts.  _ Me TT 
But, to proceed, ſeeing it is the Duty of the 
Church and People of God, in New Teſtament 
Times, to renew their national Vows and Cove- 
nants; and that they may confidently truſt a pro- 
miſing -God, that he will enable them to perform 
this Duty to his Praiſe ; then this Doctrine reaches 
a Reproof, in the firſt Place, to thoſe who are for 
delaying and putting off this neceſſary Duty, till, 


as they think, there be a more fit Opportnnity, and 


till they be ſo and ſo qualified for ſuch a Work and 
Duty. But it muſt be conſidered, that they de- 
| | ſtroy 
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ſtroy and overthrow the very Nature of evangelical 
Obedience, who negle@ plain and known Duty 
till they find ſuch Frames, — and good 

"Qualifications in themſelves, for eſſaying to com- 

ly vith the Lord's Call to Duty. We are to eſſay 
ty, not in the Strength of our own Frames and 

Enlargements, but in Obedience to the Call of 

God, and in the Strength of the Grace that is in 

Chriſt Jeſus, brought near to us in the Word of 
Grace and Promiſe, and not in the Strength of 
Grace received ; for what is that but to ſay, weare 

to go through it in our own Strength, and not in the 

Strength of that unmeaſurable Ocean of the Ful- 

neſs of Grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus? And as to the 

Fitneſs of the Opportunity, it may be obſerved, 

that theſe Lands have been putting off this Duty 

for more than theſe fifty Years for a more fit Op- 

portunity, and that Opportunity they have never 
yet got ; the Time has come for other Things, but 

not for-this Duty. The Time has come for buil- 

ding our own Houſes, but not for building the Houſe 

of the Lord. . See what the Lord faith in that firſt 


Chapter of Haggai, 2, 4, 5 and 8 Verſes, Thus 


ſpealeth the Lord of Hoſts, ſaying, This People faith 
the Time is not come, the Time that the Lord's Houſe 
ſhould be built. Is it Time for you, O ye, to dwell in 
your ceiled Houſes, and this Houje ly waſte ? Now there- 
fore, thus faith the Lord of Hoſts, Conſider your Ways. 
Go up to the Mountain and 6ring Wood, and build the 
Houſe, and I will take Pleaſure in it, and 1 will be glo- 
rified, ſaith the Lord. This is an Opportunity of- 
fered us in the Courſe of divine Providence, where- 
in his Hand remarkably appears, and is evident to 
be ſeen by all that have any ſpiritual Diſcerning ; 


and wherein his infinit= Goodneſs and Condeſcen- ö 


ion ts remarkably manifeſted. This then muſt d 
6 the 


2 


the P 


a 121 | | 
the very Time, Seaſon and Opportunity for us to 
renew our ſolemn, Covenant-Engagements to the 
Lord, if we conſider, in the , 

- Firſt Place, how exceedingly God has been diſ- 


honoured among us, by all Sorts of Covenant- 


Violation. There has been an univerſal Violation 
of our ſolemn Covenants in theſe Lands ; and that 
by every one of us, even by Perſons of all Ranks. 
And it is very plain, that the Lord is threatning to 
ſend a foreign Enemy, with his Sword drawn in 
their Hand, to avenge the Quarrel of his Covenant. 
Muſt not this then be a fit Time and Seaſon for us, 
to eſſay, by Grace, to renew theſe our Covenant- 
Engagements to the Lord ? But then, 

_ 2dly. Let us conſider that this has been the 
Practice of the Church and People of God in all 
Ages, both under the Old and. New Teſtament, to 
renew their Covenant-Engagements after a Courſe. 
of Backſliding and Apoſtaſy from the Lord, as may 
appear from the Covenants entred into in the Times 
of Nehemiah, Ezra, Foſiah, and others; and from 
the Practice of the Macedonians, who gave them- 
ſelves to the Lord; and from the ſolemn Cove- 
nants entred into, in reforming Times, by the 
Churches in Germany, France, Scotland, England and 
Ireland. 1 | * 

zaly. Let us conſider that Enemies of all Sorts are 
making great Progreſs at this Day. Popery, and 
Errors and Deluſions of all Sorts are making great 
Advances, are increaſing like a Flood, and are 
coming in with great Inundation in theſe Times: 
And it has been the Practice of the Antichriſtian 
State to propagate and ſpread itſelf, by Oaths and 
Covenants in all their Fraternities and Societies; and 
the Prelates in England have ſtrengthened them- 


. 


felyes, by ſwearing to their Obedience all the in- 


ia) 

ferior Clergy, in their Ordination - Engagements 
and Oaths of canonical Obedience. And ought 
not we, then, to uſe that Mean for bringing down 
Babylon, which they have abuſed and perverted 
for building it up, eſpecially ſeeing it is a com- 
manded Duty to renew our Covenants with the 
Lord our God ? | 
4thly. This is a fit Seaſon and Opportunity, be- 
cauſe it is an Opportunity of God's _—_ to us. 
He offers this Opportunity to make Trial of us, if 
there be a Remnant in the Land to own him. He 
is making aTrial, if there be a Party in theſe Lands 
to cleave to theſe ſolemn Covenant-Engagements, 
and, ſeeing he is making Trial of us, it is our Duty, 
at this very Time, and in this Seaſon, to fall in 

with his Gall, 3 
5thly. This is the Time, Seaſon and Opportuni- 
ty for this Duty, becauſe thus the Lord ſeems to be 


ſealing his Servants in the Forehead, before the 


four Winds blow, and bring on an Hurricane of 
Wrath upon theſe Covenant-breaking Lands; there- 
fore the Order is given to the Angel, not to hurt the 
Earth, neither the Sea, .nor the Trees, till the Ser- 
pants of God be ſealed in their Forcheads, Rev. vii. 3. 
Why, then, do you think to know the Time 
better than as God doth point it out to you in 
his Word and Providence? If we duly conſider 
atters as now ſtated, there are many Things 
which may make us conclude, that, ſeeing God in 
his Providence has given us an Opportunity of re- 
newing our ſolemn national Covenants, he intends 
by it to ſeal his Servants and People, and-prepare 
them for a Storm of threatned Judgments ; and there 
are evident Signs that God is purpoſing to avenge 
the Quarrel of his buried and burnt Covenants upon 
theſe perfidious and Covenant breaking Lands, up- 
+ — on 
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on the Account of their ſhedding the Blood df the 
Saints of the Moſt High, and. for the contrary 
Oaths and Bonds which have been taken, in former 
8 preſent Times, ſubverſive of the Oath of 

od. n 
6thly, This is a fit Seaſon for this Duty, if we 
conſider, that not only is God hereby making a 
Trial of us, as has been ſaid, but he is hereby call. 
ing us to make a Trial of him, as you may fee in 
Malachi iii. 10. In the th Verſe there is a Call to 
return to the Lord, tho' they had gone away from 
his Ordinances, even from the Days of their Fathers; 
and tho” they had robbed God, as in the 8th Verſe, 
and ſaid, Wherein have we robbed thee ? In Tithes 
and in Offerings. Sure that is a juſt Charge againſt 
us at this Day. Well, but what is the Call in the 
7th Verſe, Return unto me, and I will return unto you, 


faith the Lord of Hoſts: But ye ſaid, Wherein fhall we 


return That is the very Caſe of thoſe in the Day 


wherein we live. Wherein ſhall we return! ſay they. 
But be aſſured their Sin will find them out. Tou are 


* curſed with a Curſe, for you have robbed me, even this 


whole Nation, Verſe 9. A great Sin is charged 
upon this People, that they had robbed God of 
his Honour and Glory; robbed him in Tithes and 
Offerings, in not bringing them in according to 
his Command, or not bringing them in full, or 
not bringing them of the beſt. They began ungrate- 
fully to forget him, when they were brought back 
again to their own Land from Babylon, and robbed 
him in Tithes and in Offerings. So our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt hath been robbed in theſe Lands, in his 
ſupreme Deity, in his Crown-Rights and royal 
Prerogative ; and has been diſhonoured by all that 
black Catalogue'of Sins which you have ſpecified in 
the Confeſſion of Sins which is perfixed unto ths 
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Oath and Bond : But, notwithſtanding of all this, 


: ref 
what is the Call in the 1oth Verſe? Bring ye all . 
the Tithes in to the Store-Hauſe, that there may be Lord 
Meat in my Houſe, and prove me now herewith, ſaith ſee t 
the Lord of Hoſts, if I will not open you the Windows they 
of Heaven, and pour out a Bleſſing that there ſhall not will 
be Room enough to receive it. Bring ye all the Tithes it is 
in to the Store-Houſe. Here they are called to amend will 
their Ways, and to reform from this Sacrilege, ſo it be 
contrary to the Covenant of their God ; and as we 24 
are many Ways guilty of Covenant-Violation, ſo reac 
we are called to bring Tithes into his Houſe, by blin, 
perſonal and national Reformation: And prove ne ende 
herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. Prove me, by re- their 
turning to me in the Renovation of theſe Covenant- calle 
Engagements, which you have broken and violat- this ] 
ed. We are to prove him, by adventuring upon his I ſha 
Grace alone : Prove me herewith, if you ſhall not ſwea 
find me faithful in all that I have-promiſed ; HI wilt Dur: 
not open the Windows of Heaven, and pour out a Bleſſing © two, 
that there ſhall not be Raom enough to receive it; pour . theſe 
you out the Bleſſing you want and need; the Bleſ- on n 
fing of Goſpel-Humiliation ; the Bleſſing of ſelt- in th 
_emptying Grace; the Bleſſing of upſtirring Grace; a Fa 
the Bleſſing of ſtrengthning Grace to pay your to or 
Vows; the Bleſſing o Aren Grace under all oppo 
your Trials; the Bleſſing of through - bearing Grace Sim, 
in all your Straits and Difficulties ; the Bleſſing of ed by 
Soul- ſanctifying Grace, and Heart-purifying Grace: Aſſet 
T will pour you .out a Bleſſing, that there ſhall not be tees 
Room enough to receive it. You ſhall ſee ſuch a Flood Ear- 
of Bleſſings abbut you, that whatever be the Trial with 
of the Day, there ſhall be ſuch Plenty of Bleſſings - fure, 
ſuited to the Caſe poured out, that there ſhalt not fion « 
be Room enough to receive it. We have been ſo there 


long trying the World, and the Vanities of this and e 
1 . Preſent a 


e 


preſeit Life, that we will ſcarce take Time to 


make a Trial of God. Prove me herewith, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts. O, the Generation is not awakened to 
ſee the ſad Caſe they are in by the Abſence of Chriſt; 
they will not prove him ; it is hard to know what 
will awaken them; ſure nothing but himſelf. He 
it is who can make a backſliding Generation ſay, 1 
will ariſe and return to my firſt Husband, for then was 
it better with me than now, Hol. ii. 7. 

2dly. Is it fo, as has been ſaid ? Then this Doctrine 
reaches a Reproof to thoſe that are throwing Stum- 
bling-Blocks in the Way of the Lord's People, and 


endeavouring to infuſe groundleſs Prejudices into 


their Minds, againſt this neceſſary Duty, ſo loud ly 
called for at this Day. I do not think it proper for 
this Place, to go through thoſe groundleſs Prejudices. 
I ſhall only mention one of them, namely, that we 
ſwear to Falſhoods in the Bond and Engagement to 
Duty; and the Falſhoods condeſcended upon are juſt 
two, it ſeems they know no more. The firſt of 


| theſe two is, That it is a Falſhood to ſay that Mr. Sim- 


ſon maintained his Errors at the Bar of the Aſſembly 
in the Year 1717. And the Proof given for its being 


a Falſhood is, that Mr. Simon declared his Adherence - 


to our Con feſſion of Faith, and diſowned the Errors 
oppoſite thereto.: But it muſt be known that Mr. 
Simſon never confeſſed, or took with one Error vent- 
ed by him; that he defended all his Errors before the 
Aſſembly, and had many Advocates in the Commit- 


tees to aſſiſt him, at which ſome of us were Eye and 


Ear-Witneſſes; and, when Matters came to a Pinch 
with him, that ſome were threatning him with Cen- 
fure, then he declared his Adherence to the Confeſ- 
fion of Faith, and his diſowning the Errors oppoſite 
thereto ; which was nothing but a Plot of his own, 
and of his Adherents, to ſave him from Cenſure, and 

to 


a ieee 

to ſereen his and their own pernicious Principles: 
And his declaring his Adherence to the Conſeſſion of 
Faith, was in itſelf nothing to the Purpoſe, but a mere 
Blind, to deceive Men that wanted Thought; for 
all along he owned his Adherence to the Conſeſſion 
of Faith, and explained the Confeſſion of Faith in a 
Senſe conſiſtent with his own Errors: So, ſince he ac- 
knowledged no Error he had fallen into inconſiſtent 
with the Confeſſion of Faith, his explaining the Con- 
feſſion in an Agreeablneſs to his own Errors, was the 
ſtrongeſt Way to maintain them, and to give Error 
the Victory over Truth. Wherefore-thoſe that 
would make Objections at this Day, to diſturb People 
and put them from their Duty, would need to be bet- 
ter acquainted with the Facts they make Objections 
about, and underſtand the true State of Matters ſome 
better, as to the Truths of God, and the Wounds 
they have received, before they adventure ſo bold- 
ly to miſlead others. Such another Inſtance they 
had before the laſt Aſſembly this ſame very Year, 
when a Socinian came before them; and becauſe he 
pretended to adhere to the Confeſſion of Faith, he 
came off in Triumph. So much for the firſt Fal- 
ſhood. | | 

The other Falſhood is, that it is aſſerted, in the 
Confeſſion of Sins prefixed to the Bond, that the 


kind Reception Mr. Whitefield got from many, both 


of the Miniſters and People of this Church, or any 
Entertainment his Doctrine got, was a Denial of 
any particular Form of Church-Government to be of 
divine Inſtitution. But, if this be conſidered alittle, 
it will come out to be no Falſhood, but a certain 
Truth, that theſe Miniſters and People, who en- 


tertained, heard, and encouraged Mr. Whitefield, 


after he had declared againſt Presbyterial Church- 


Government, and pretended it is a Matter of no 
1 Moment, 


and Indictments againſt others. 


= 
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Moment, whether the Government be Prelatical, or 


Presbyterial, or Congregational, providing Men 
hold by the Eſſentials of Religion, as they call it; 


I ſay, it muſt be a certain Truth, that thoſe who 


encouraged Mr. Whitefield, after he had declared 
againſt the divine Right of Presbyterial Church- 
Government, did practically deny that Prebsyterial 


Government is of divine Inſtitution ; for they muſt, 


in the Nature of the Thing, either be reputed, in 


their Principle, to have given up with Presbyterial 


Government's being of divine Inſtitution, or to have 
taken it upon themſelves, poor ſinful Mortals, to 
make free with God's Inſtitutions, and to have bold- 
ly adventured to aſſiſt a ſtroling Prieſt of the Church 
of England, to pull down what Chriſt has built 
by his own Authority in his eternal Word; let 
them chuſe which of the two they will. It will 


ſtand to be a Truth as long as Chriſt has a Church 


upon Earth, that the Supporters and Encouragers 
of that Inſtrument of Satan in the Land, have, by 
their PraQice, been employing themſelves in bury- 


ing a Teſtimony for Chriſt's Headſhip and Royal- 
ties, and for the Order and Government of his 
"Houſe, directly contrary to the Word of God, 


their own Ordination-Vows, and our Covenants na- 
tional and folemn League, which are Bonds they are 
under, which will not unty for them by all human, 
Power and Authority whatſoever ; fo that they had 
need to take heed what Guilt they have involved 
themſelves in, 'and how to have their Condition re- 
medied, which I heartily wiſh'for ; and give them- 
ſelves leſs Trouble in drawing ont unjuſt Charges 
So that, for all 
that has been fard, yea, or can be ſaid, the Evils con- 
tained in the Con ſeſſion of Sins remain to be Truths. 
Alas ! true with a Witnels ; the Truth and Evi- 


dence 


0 


re 
dence of which, if Repentance prevent not, Will 
meet the Conſciences of the Men, of theſe Lands at 
the Tribunal of God. | 
33h. This Doctrine ſerves for Reproof to thoſe, 
who, tho' they have put Hand to this Work, 
et have not done it in a Dependence on the Grace 


of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and in his Strength alone. 


It is poſſible there may be ſome of this Stamp a- 
mong us, and therefore there is a Call directed to 
us, to look and conſider how we have performed 


this ſolemn Duty of Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts. 


You ſee it is a Duty pointed out in a Promiſe, as in 
the Text, In that Day ſhall five Cities in the Land of 
Egypt /wear to the Lord of Hoſts. They ſhall ſwear 
to the Lord of Hoſts; which is as much as if he had 
ſaid, I will be at the Work to aſſiſt in it, and to 


carry it on to my Praiſe and your Comfort. How _ 


juſtly then are they to be reproved, who have not 
taken him along with them, by Faith in his Promiſe, 
in every Part of this folemn and weighty Work ? 
But again, | | | 

4 hy. This Doctrine ſerves alſo to reprove thoſe 
| who have gone about this ſolemn Work, and have 
not been ſingle in their Ends; who have had any 
End; whatſoever beſides the Glory of God, which 
ought to be chiefly in our Eye in all our Approaches 


to him; and more eſpecially in ſuch a very ſolemn 


Approach as that of Vowing and Swearing to the 
Lord of Hoſts. | | 
5thly. This Doctrine reaches a Reproof to thoſe 
who may be deſponding, and are caſt down as to 
the Performance of their Vows, thinking, perhaps, 
that they will never perform thoſe ſolemn Ties and 
Engagements to the Lord. Why, this is a Duty he 


has called to; yea, not only ſo, but it is a Duty: 


he has engaged to aſſiſt his People in, in his Cove- 


nant 


8 
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nant of Promiſe, both as to the making and pay- 
ing of Vows; as you may ſee evident from the 
Text, and the 21 Verſe'of the Chapter. And do 
you think that he is going to leave you to your- 
ſelves in paying your Vows, now when you have 
been led out in his Strength, and in Obedience to 
to his Command, to make them? No, no, he will 


be with you; for he hath ſaid, They ſhall vow 4 


Vow to the Lord, and performit. Therefore let our 
Confidence and Truſt be in him, who is the Con- 
fidence of all the Ends of the Earth, and of them 
that are afar off upon the Sea. We may truſt him 
with all the Work, for, becauſe of our great Unbe- 
lief, he ſets down both Day and Date to his Pro- 
miſe. In that Day ſhall five Cities in the Land of 
Egypt /weer to the Lord of Hoſts yea, they 


ſhall vow a Vow to the Lord, and perform it. A- 


3 | 
6thly. This Doctrine reproves thoſe who have 
one about this ſolemn Duty, and are yet in a na- 
tural State: We know not but ſuch may be among 
us, and therefore this calls you all to try your State, 
how Maters are with you after this Solemnity. 
You ſee the Connection is plain in the Verſe where 
our Text lies, In that. Day ſhall five Cities in the 
Land of Egypt ſpeak the Language of Canaan, and 
ſhall fwear to the Lord of Hoſts. The Language of Ca- 
naan is a Language that cannot be ſpoken by. thoſe 
who are Egyptians, who are in a natural State ; and 
if any have been profeſſing to ſpeak this Part of the 
Language of Canaan, namely, ſwearing to the Lord 
of Hoſts, and are yet in a natural State, they are 
ſurely, by this Text and Doctrine, very reprove- 
able. But then, again, | JOY 
7tbly. This Doctrine reproves thoſe who have 


come raſhly foreward, -» have not, as the Lord 


gave 


. 
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ve oy ys and Opportunity, pondered .the 
Ane ſerioully and deliberately, as in his Sight : 
It is a very ſolemn Work, and ought deliberately 
to be pondered; but this is not to exclude the weak 
from joining in this Work, but it is a Duty that 
calls for due Deliberation from all. | 
In the Jaſt Place, upon this Uſe, this Doctrine 
reaches a Reproof to thoſe who are putting this 
Covenant of Duty in the Room of the Covenant of 
Grace, and who perhaps are thinking themſelves 
farther advanced than others, e they have 
been joining in this ſolemn Work. Alas! that is 
ſad, if you are putting your Covenant of Duty in 
the Room of God's Covenant of Grace : If thou 
art not enabled to come beyond all thy Duties, 


to put all thy Work in his Hand, lipning for no- 


thing on the Account of thy Performances, but 
leaning on him alone, and that Covenant that ſtands 
faſt with God's Choſen ; if this is not the Caſe with 
thee, it is very ſad. If the Lord Jeſus, in his Per- 
ſon and Righteouſneſs, is not the alone Ground of 

thy Hope, thy Hope is vain. 

Me proceed now, by the Lord's Aſſiſtance, to 
conclude this Subject, by ſpeaking a Word to ſome 
different Sorts of Perſons. And, 


In the firſt Place, a Word to you who have 


been admitted to join in this ſolemn Work of 


Vowing and Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts. 2dly. 
A Word to you that have not yet been clear as to + 


your Duty in this Matter, and are taking it to Con- 
ſideration. 3dly. A Word to you who have been 


at a Communion-Table. 4thly. A Word to yon, 
who, by your Ignorance, have been debarred from 


joining in this ſolemn Work of ſwearing to the 


Lord of Hoſts, and alſo from the Lord's Table. 
\ ; k In 


* i 
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De 
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In the firſt Place, a Word to you who have been 


admitted to join in this ſolemn Work of Vowing 
and Swearing to the Lord of Hoſts ; and we would 
ſay to you, my Friends, in the 1/f Place, This Day 
you have avouched the Lord to be your God. You have 
made a ſolemn Proſeſſion. You have faid, with 
Jacob at Bethel, The Lord ſhall be my God, and this 
Soul, this Heart of mine, ſhall be the Temple of the 
living God. See then that you live within Sight of 
Chriſt ; be concerned to maintain this Relation you 
have come under to him: O my Soul, thou haſt ſaid 
unto the Lord, thou art my Lord. Live by Faith on 
him as your God. | 

2aly, We ſay to you, as you have avouched the 
Lord to be your God, ſo the Lord himſelf hath a- 
vouc hed you to be his peculiar People, As to you who 
have been minting to go ſingly about this Work ; 


no Thanks to you, it came from him, and the Praiſe 


muſt go all back to him : He hath avonched you this 
Day to be his peculiar People. Live on him, then, 
as his People devoted to him ; live on his Word of 
Grace and Promiſe, live on the Grace that is in the 
Hand of the new Covenant-Head, look like his 
peculiar People, whom he has choſen and a- 


vouched as ſuch, and who are devoted to him as 


ſuch. _ 9 55 : 
3dly. We would ſay to you, you are by Pro- 


ſeſſion now a People that ſhall dwell alone, and 


ſhall not be reckoned among the Nations. You 


are a People that dwell alone, in the 1/? Place, in 


Point of Profeſſion ; 2dly. In Point of Privilege. 


Happy art thou, O Iſrael! Who is like unto thee, O 


People ſaved by the Lord? *© There is none like 
the God of Jeſhurun, who rideth upon the Hea- 
wvens in thy Help; the eternal God is thy Refuge, 
and underneath 'thee are Tis gverlaſting _—_ 
| | Q 
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Thou art warranted to improve, and juſt by 
Faith to call in all his Perfections, as thy Sha- 


dow to cover thee, and thy Shield to defend thee, 


in whatever Circumſtances you are or may be in. 
You'are alſo a People that dwell alone in Point of 
Duty, and you are to be a People holy to the 
Lord ? You are to walk circumſpectly, 30 as Fools, 
but as Wiſe, redeeming the Time becauſe the Days are 
evil ; you are to walk before him in the Light of 
of the Living; and in his Strength you are to make 
your Light ſo to. ſhine before Men, as that others, ſeeing 
your good Works, may glorify your F ather which it in 
Heaven. But, 

4thly. We would fay to you, you are now to 
gird your Armour, and ariſe and go up and poſleſs 


the Land; look like Pilgrims and Strangers on 


this Earth, keep up a Warfare with-all his Enemies ; 
let your Life, your Walk and your Talk, and all 
your Converſation, be like thoſe that have been 
with Jeſus. 

5 thly. We would ſay to you, walk up and down 
in his Name; Every one will- walk in the Name of 
their God, ond we will wall in the Name of the Lord 
our God, for ever and ever. 

Laſtly, We would ſay to you, remember, in the 
Strength of his Grace, to pay your Vows to the 
Lord your God; Vow and pay to the Lord your God : 
Let all that be FOES about him bring Preſents to him 
that ought to be feared. But, 

2. We would ſpeak a V ord to you that have 
not yet been clear as to your Duty in this Matter, 


and are taking it to. Conſideration. We wan. 


ſay to you, 


T6 en Phe, be humbled- Beere the Lord, - 
that you hare been left to be in a Heſitation, and 


to be miſtaken in a Duty that is ſo plain and clear 
in 


( 1350 2 
in itſelf. Surely there is a Cauſe for this, and 
therefore be humbled for it, that you bave not 
been careful enough in conſidering this Matter; 
be bumbled that you have been too careleſs in put - 
ting in thy {mall Mite for lifting up the Burden of 
his Praiſe, in a Day when the Generation are ſo 
openly denying him. | „ Phot 

2dly. Do not think that you are leſs bound, be- 

cauſe you have not come under thele Bonds and En- 

agements, than others who have come under the 

ie for you are bound by your baptiſmal Vows, 

and by our Covenants national and ſolemn League, 

tho” at this Time you have not gone the Length 
of renewing the ſame. | | 

34ly. Do not think you may be more careleſs 

| | than thoſe who have vowed to the Lord ; and do 

3 not think you are in leſs Hazard than thoſe who 

have been profeſſing more: He that truſteth to his 

0wn Underſtanding is 4 Fool. Theſe are Bonds of 

God's own framing, and he will obſerve thoſe that 


1 are {lack in entring into the ſame, and help thoſe 
f who are fingle in the Matter to pay their Vows 
& - to the Lord. ; | 1 
4... Humble yourſelf before the Lord for your 
e Neglect of this Opportunity; take with it on your 
je Knees before the Lord; for we can declare you 
„ have Reaſon to be humbled for it, it being the Ne- 
im glect of a preſent and ſeaſonable Duty; and look to 
bim, that he may prepare you for this Work, when 
ve he in Providence may give you another Opportuni- 
3 ty; and in the mean Time give Heart and Hand to 
1d him in ſecret : Commit your Souls to his keeping, 

TE as to a faithful Creator. | . SSL e 
_—_— We come, 3dly. to ſpeak a Word to you who — 
nd have been at a Communion-Table on the Mount of on 
car the God of Jacob. And, in the frft Place, we ſhall = IN 


in ſpeak 


8 


' * 
2 


Cc 
; ſpeak a Word to you who art the rer 


to his Table; and that ſuch are r you we 
| 


have Reaſon to ſuſpect: For, in the 1/ Place, are 
there not ſome who, have come to the Lord's Table; 
whoſe Religion is all outward ? It is not in the 
Heart: Perhaps you perform ſome Duties, but you 
negle& others more needful. Is there not a great 
Neglect of keeping the Heart, a great Neglect of 


feeding upon the Word of God ? But then, 24). 


Are there not ſome whoſe Ends were not right in 
approaching the Lord's Table, ſuch as had only 


this for their End, to obtain a Name among others, 


but had no Concern to meet with him in his Ordi- 
nances? We tell you, your Ends were not right: 
Such as have no Concern to meet with him in ſe- 
cret Duties, ſuch as never did meet with him, and 
yet are not troubled about it, and Have notwith- 


ſtanding come to the. Lord's Table, your Ends 


could not be right, you are the preſumptuous 


Communicant; and we would ſay to you, in the 


1% Place, Your Sin is great, you have crucified the 


Lord of Glory afreſh, and put him to open Shame : 


by your Approach to his Table; you are guilty of 
the Blood of the Son of God, you are guilty of the 
Sin of Judas who betrayed him, and of the Sin of 
the Jews that crucified him. "24. We would ſay 


to you, O repent of this thy Wickedneſs, and 
pray God, if perhaps the Thoughts of your Hearts | 


may be forgiven thee. We call you to repent 
and believe the Goſpel. Let all the Houſe of Ie 
rael know” aſſuredly that Ged hath made that fame 


Jieſus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Chriſt. 


Therefore believe in the Lord Jeſus, and repent of 
this and all your Tranſgreſſions, and you ſhall re- 
ceive the Remiſſion of Sins. wy 

| - | Secondly, 


84. 
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- - Secondly, In ſpeaking to you that. have been at 


the Lord's Table, we would alſo ſpeak a Word to 


the doubting diſconſolate Communicant. Perhaps 


- you are filled with Doubts and Fears; you are 
doubting becauſe you did not meet with him at this 


Goſpel- Feaſt: But tell me, did you meet with him 
at any former Occaſion ? - What paſt at the Meet - 
ing ? Did you ſay, with Jacob at Bethel, The Lord 
ſhall be my God ? Was there a Song at the Meeting? 
Was you made to ſing with the Pſalmiſt, Whom 
have I in Heaven but thee And there is none upon 


Earth that I deſite beſides thee. Was there a, put- 
ting all in his Hand at the Meeting? I know in whom' 


I. have believed, and that he is able to keep that good 


Thing, which I have committed unto him, againſt that 
Day. Well, ifhat is the Caſe, be encouraged, - 


Weeping may endure for a Night, but Foy cometh in the 
Morning. I will, ſee you again, faith the Lord to 
the - Diſciples, and your Heart ſball rejoice, and 
your Foy 10 Man taketh from you. Again, 24h. 
Perhaps ſome are filled with Doubts and Fears, and 
the Occaſion: of this is, you thought you had ſome 
Blink of his Countenance at the ſolemn Occaſion, 


but it was immediately gone. We tell you, Mani- 


feſtations of his Glory are but very ſhort hereaway: 


Wait on him, by this he teaches you the waiting 


Exercife : He hath ſaid, The Iſes ſball wait for his 
Law, and on his Arm ſhall they truſt. 3dly. Perhaps 


| ſome may be ſaving, We did endes vout to mint at 
Duty, tho' in much Weakneſs, and we minted at 


r the Duty of Swearing to the Lord 
of Hoſts, and the Duty of Shening Dub bis Death 


till he come : But, alas ! ths" the Summer be.paſ, and 

_ the Harveſt be ended, yet we are not-ſaved. We are 

in Doubts and Perplexities ſtill : We. think, if we 

were brought the Length of waiting upon him, and 
ey re . truſting 


\ 


; — 
- 
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truſting in him, we would be as thoſe that walk at 
IAbert): But, O! we are in Doubts All if e. 
ver we met with him. We would fay to you, 
I.!n the Hirſt Place; the Lord will have us learn to 
| glorily him by a Life of Faith upon him, even 
* when he denies ſenſible Comforts and Enlargements. 
Thank and bleſs him that he keeps you about his 
and in the mean Time, and wait upon him ſtill. 
adh. We would have you to* know, that altho* 
you have, at this Time, been explicirty owning his 
Naube yet all of us have a deep Hand in the De- 


fections and Backſlidings of the oy RI we - 


live: And the Lord will have us ought to a- 
Senſe of our Sins, and he will have Self down in 
us; and, that he may humble ys, he hides his 
Face from us: 34h. Tou confider this 
as one Reaſon why there is not ſo much ſen- 
ſible Comfort, in going about this ſolemn Work 
as has been felt and experienced in former Times, 
when this Work was adopted by the whole Land. 


Why This is one Reaſon, we think, becauſe it is 


only a Duty gone about in Corners as yet, and he 


is not going to kee Honſe with theſe few, and leave 


the reſt ; and therefbre there muſt be a * 
him, to bring the Land uniserſally to go about 


this Work; and then he ſhall make every Man fit 


under his own Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree. 
athly. Conſider that this Duty is but a Dawning, 


as it were; as yt. and we may have many Difficul- | 


ties to go'throngh in carrying on this Work; and 

he will reſerve more of the comfortable Outlertings 
of his ſpecial Preſence till we be more deeply in- 
_ volved in Difficulties, and then it ſhall be given in 


that Hour. Wait on him, then, He if d God of * 


N 


. blefel are all they that wait for hin. 
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and to gy 2 e from your own. Iniquity. 
e wo 


A of ſwearing to the Lor 
79, in the firſt Place, O do not think that 
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' Third, Speak Aa Word to the he] 40 | 
 comforred Communicant, And, 1h, we wo = 
to ON, . your Maniſeſtations, if they be : of 
right Kind and Nature; which if they are, ch 
1 1 wilt lothe yourſelf, in your awn Sight, far 
4 our Ini uities and Abominations ; 3. I they be 
of e right ind, S is getting more Room w with 
you than ever be vi ep re; 3. You will be made 
to maidtain the Warſzre with indwelling: Sin, 


Wo ' 


ſay to. you, look out for 


20 Jas take him along 


b cher Aernels with you in very. 8 
bro thankful to. him, that he gave a Blink ie 
you it this dark an g bigs Day, when ſo many are 
7 laining. 8 55 We We would ſay 2 bold 

ved 1 do, not let him go, till you bring 
Kink to your Mother's Houſe, and to the Chambers 

f her 85 t conceiyed you, Be concerned for Z ian. 
5 no Man careth for ; give him nq Reft till 


He 80 her a Praiſe in the whole Earth, Laſihy. 85 


would fay to You, * worthy of bim unto all. 
Mellau, bei fruiaful i iu very good-Work ; walk 
up and down in his, Name, making Mention of his Righ- 
reouſndſe, even of his onh-; and lot the Etat of enery 
One regoice that ſeeks the Lord. | 


, PIG , / 
| 1 come, in the fourth and lift Place to conchids 


ith a Word to, vou, who by your Ignorance 
have been d ed from Joiping in this. ſolemn 
of . and 5 

0 from the Lord's Table; and we would ſay 1 55 5 


aa from this Place with A t Heart, s 
ell e have riot fyarn. to the Led 4 


af the able of the Lord 4 5 tell y, 3 5 
Sin i great ; it js great if you come to this Fabig v6 


"MA Kan dripk d. and it Kg f 


. 


* Y , 1 8 ” ' ' 
BS » © — 
6. , * 8 : of 1 1 , ” 


* 


3 i . 

if you ſtay away; for you are then living in the Ne- 
glect of a plain commanded Duty; your Iniquity is \ 

AIG AIP up, to be brought out againſt you at the Day . - : 


of vour Death, and at the Time of your A r- 
— before the Tribunal of God. 285 122 95 | g 
2dly. We come to you with a Call from the Maſter 1 
of the Feaſt, and his Call to you is, Whoſcever will, c 
let him come, and take the Water of Life freely, Ga- t 
ther the People together, and 1 will give them Water. 1 
I will give. them the ſure Mercies of David. Our y 
God is a giving God in Chriſt ; he giveth. ſome tl 
Things to you in the Cloſe of this Work; he giv- ar 
eth his Son to you: To us Child is born, to us @ ye 
Son is given, whoſe Name is the everlaſting Fa- 7. 
ther, the mighty God, and the Prince of 3 2 
You have not a Heart to receive a given Chriſt: 2 
But thus faith the Lord, 4 new Heart alſo will J the 


give unto you, and a new Spirit will I put within you; 
and I will cauſe you to walk in my Ways, and to keep my 
Fudgments and do them. This is God's Record. 
that he hath given to us eternal Life, and this Life is © 
in his Son; and he giveth eternal Life to you in 
his Son: He that hath the Son hath Life. And we 
are warranted to make an Offer of Chriſt to you, 
© and to every one of you. To you Men, Women, 
_ God having raiſed up his Son Jeſus from the Dead, 
- hath ſent him to blets you, in turning every one of 
* you from your Iniquities. Lift up your Heads, then, 
Ohe Gates] Be ye lifted up, that the King of Glory 
i: may enter in { Who is the Ning Glory The Tord of © 
| Hoſts; bee is the King of Glory. Selab. O then o- 
gen to him! Whoſbever* will,” let him take the Water 
of Life freely. Behold I ſtand at the Door and knock ; 
if any Man will open unto ne, I will come in and ſup. 
with him, and he with ne. If any Man in this Com- 5 
pany, young or old, rich or poor, will open unto. 
me, I will come in and ſup with him, and he with 
bs; 2 5 „% He Ad, me. 
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pate with ut. 


tee unto me for ever; yea, Twill betrothe thee unto ne 
in Loving-Kindneſs ; and thou ſhalt know the Lord: 
T hou ſhalt abide for me many Days; thou ſhalt not play 


faith the Lord,; 


E TO 
me. Put the Heart in his Hand this Night, and 
be employed in Jacobs Exerciſe ; he wept and made 


Supplication he met with him in Bethel, and there he 
Thus faith Jehovah, Twill betrothe 


the Harlot; thou ſhalt not be for another M. an, ſo will 
T alſo be for thee, Hoſ. ii. 19, 20. & iii. 3, If 
you are for a e v6 ove you axe for ano- 


ther Man; if you are for a Fill of this World, you 


are for- e Man. But, Ol he offers himſelf to 


you, ſaying, Thou ſhalt not be for another Man, fo will 


I alſo be for thee. Come, now, let us reaſon together, 


though your Sins be as Scarlet, they | 


ſhall be as white as Snow; tho they be red as "INE" | | 


they ſhall be as Wooll. . 


May the Lord bleſs his own Word, 411 


to his Name be aſcribed Praiſe, Ho- 
nour and Glory, for overs Amen. 


FINIS. 
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